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Luke 18:1-8 
 1Then Jesus told them a parable about their need to pray always and 
not to lose heart. 2He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither 
feared God nor had respect for people. 3In that city there was a widow who 
kept coming to him and saying, ‘Grant me justice against my opponent.’ 4For 
a while he refused; but later he said to himself, ‘Though I have no fear of God 
and no respect for anyone, 5yet because this widow keeps bothering me, I will 
Grant her justice, so that she may not wear me out by continually coming.’” 
6And the Lord said, “Listen to what the unjust judge says. 7And will not God 
grant justice to his chosen ones who cry to him day and night? Will he delay 
in helping them? 8I tell you, he will quickly grant justice to them. And yet, 
when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?”  
 

Our text today is the parable of the Widow and the Unjust Judge. The 

beginning of the text pretty clearly states the meaning of this parable. It says 

this parable is about the “need to pray always and not to lose heart.” Do you 

feel the same need for yourselves? Today I want us to think about why we 

need to pray always and not to lose heart and what difference it makes?  

Firstly, we find the need to pray always and not to lose heart because 

there are many things in our life that constantly make us lose our hearts: 

difficulties, sufferings, and uncertainty. In the gospel of Luke, Jesus and his 

disciples were on the way to Jerusalem in the chapter we read today. So 

Jesus was anticipating sufferings and death for himself, and thus it was a 

difficult time for his disciples too. When it comes to its historical context, it 

was also the time of uncertainty for the faith community to which it was 

written (it was written around 90 AD), especially in its relationship with 

outside world. They were facing hostility from Jews, and severe persecution 



from the empire was waiting for them. Our time is not much different from 

them in that most of us are experiencing uncertainty of life and different 

difficulties, small or big. 

For me, my mother is a living example of persistent prayer. My mother 

has gone through a lot of hardships in her life. You may remember that my 

father was in hospital for many years. And she had to raise four children 

including such this tough one (me). There were many other difficulties in her 

life that I do not want to bore you with, so there were the moments when I 

wondered how on earth she was managing or even enduring such hardships. 

She herself counts her daily prayer as the number one help in her times of 

trouble. You may need to know this. Korean churches have an early morning 

prayer service at 5 or 5:30 every day. My mother goes to the service every 

morning without exception. She hoped to pass the habit on to me, which has 

not been fulfilled yet. When I was a middle school student, there was a 40-

day prayer challenge during Lent. With my mother pushing me a bit, I signed 

up. It did not take long for me to regret that decision. It was too early for me. 

For the first two weeks, I fell asleep with the beginning of the service and 

slept throughout the whole service almost every day. I told my mother I 

wanted to quit on the Saturday of the second week, thinking that I needed to  

either pray or sleep rightly. But the next day, during Sunday worship, 

something happened to keep me from withdrawing: our pastor in the pulpit 

told the whole congregation how impressed he was by seeing me coming to 

the prayer service every morning. After the Sunday service, I felt everyone 

was talking about it and paid attention to whether I complete the challenge 

or not. My mother seemed to enjoy the pressure that I felt. That is how I 

completed the challenge. It was not merely a happy memory, but it was 

surely an eye-opening experience to many people praying always and hard. I 

saw their tears and eager desire for God and God’s providence. 



Since I grew up in a Korean church which has that strong practice, I 

have many examples of persistent prayer. When I find my life heavy and 

burdensome, I think of them and their prayer lives. They manage their hard 

times pretty well. I believe that they surely find comfort and strength in God 

through their prayers. Not only that, but they are also well-prepared for 

whatever comes in their lives. When hard times come, they pray just as usual 

without panic and keep moving forward. It is like our first responders 

training themselves at ordinary times. They train themselves very often at 

ordinary times in order to do what they have been doing at training, without 

panic and mistakes, in case of fire and other emergencies. 

But we do not pray always just for our own hardships. Actually, we 

cannot. We cannot pray all the time if the prayer is for ourselves only. We 

find durability in our intercessions for others and the world. We can easily 

understand this. Can you give up praying for your loved one suffering from a 

disease even though it is an incurable disease? What about the fight against 

injustice in our lives just like the widow in the story today? Imagine that you 

yourself have experienced injustice such as discrimination or a hate crime. 

Can you give it up to get justice? There is always more in our fight against 

injustice. The fight often begins with a personal experience and fight, but 

there is often a sublimation to fight for a better world for others. We see the 

situations in which victims of injustice, after getting justice for their lives, 

continue to fight to prevent other people from being victims of the same form 

of injustice. Persistent prayer naturally purifies our wishes and desires.  

 When we pray constantly for something, we come to know whether our 

desire for it is genuine or not and whether it is something we can be 

persistent in. So those who always pray are well-arranged and clear in their 

priorities and focus only on significant things. In the story today, maybe the 

widow tells us the good news that the greatest thing in being human is not 



possessions, but the power of determined will. God has been using those 

whose hearts and lives are fully devoted to what God wants us to do to 

transform the world. 

Secondly, we find the need to pray always and not to lose heart because 

God’s time is different from our expectations. We can infer this from the 

background of the faith community to which the gospel of Luke was written. 

The gospel of Luke was written around 90 AD by a third-generation 

Christian. One of the questions that the community was struggling with is 

about the delay of what they had been asking and waiting for: Christ’s return. 

They believed in Christ’s imminent return, but Christ had not yet returned 

over the two generations that had passed since the first disciples received the 

promise. So we can find some parts in the gospel that deal with the question: 

our text today is probably one of them. The last verse of the text connects 

today's parable with Christ’s return. If that is the case, we can say that 

praying always is synonymous to “being on the watch” or “being ready,” 

which often appears in the gospel. In that sense, to pray always is our 

readiness for God’s answers/works in God’s time. We don't know when and 

how our prayers are going to be answered. It is up to God. We have no control. 

It is our job to keep asking and acting on it. Even when God answers our 

prayers, we, without persistent prayer through which we are attuned to God’s 

works for what we pray for, could not recognize and claim them as God’s 

answers. Those who continuously pray are able to better connect the dots 

between our prayers and God’s answers. Continuous prayer also makes us 

ready to recognize and respond to God-given opportunities in our daily lives. 

God’s response, in many cases, employs our daily things as means, for God 

wants our participations. In our perception, we even feel that opportunities 

seek us when we pray persistently. In other words, our eyes become wide 

open to the opportunities for us to participate in God’s answers to our prayers.  



When I ministered to my former congregation, I was preparing for 

Easter Sunday that year. I had a wish to share the joy of Easter with 

children in the community, so we planned Easter Egg Hunt. Our Sunday 

school director and I talked and decided to prepare things like eggs, snacks, 

and gifts for 30 children, which was a doubtful number since we had only a 

few regular Sunday school kids. But I prepared that amount of things hoping 

that it would be an opportunity to communicate with the community that we 

are welcoming to children and young families. I prayed for it every morning 

and once a week with the director during Lent season. Then guess what 

happened? Wherever I went, I saw children first. I felt that every encounter 

with them was an opportunity to invite them. I came over to them asking 

something like, “What do you know about Easter?” “What is your plan for 

Easter Sunday this year?” For the record, we had 27 children on that Easter 

Sunday. One of the role models in my life is Albert Schweitzer. I read about 

him when I was a little boy and remember that a magazine played a role in 

his decision to go to Africa. I recently revisited some parts of his 

autobiography and found out that the magazine that caught his eyes as he 

was searching and praying for a life devoted to others. We have some options 

for our hand posture in prayer. But this one is the closest to my 

understanding of prayer: open our hands with palms facing up. This posture 

signifies releasing control and making space and readiness for God and God’s 

blessings. 

I often hear that everything in our life could be prayer. I somewhat 

agree. But I personally found out that it is impossible without a time of 

practice and growth. For many of us, we need time and space for a form of 

prayer as a starting point. So I encourage you to set aside a time and place 

for it/participate in a prayer group. May God, through your prayer life, 

strengthen you in your hard times, help you grow in your desire for God and 



others, and get you ready to always recognize and respond to the 

opportunities around you. Amen. 


