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Luke 11:1-13 
 1He was praying in a certain place, and after he had finished, one of his 
disciples said to him, “Lord, teach us to pray, as John taught his disciples.” 
2He said to them, “When you pray, say: 

Father, hallowed by your name. 
Your kingdom come. 

3Give us each day our daily bread. 
4And forgive us our sins, for we ourselves forgive every one indebted to us. 

And do not bring us to the time of trial.” 
 5And he said to them, “Suppose one of you has a friend, and you go to 
him at midnight and say to him, ‘Friend, lend me three loaves of bread; 6for a 
friend of mine has arrived, and I have nothing to set before him.’ 7And he 
answers from within, ‘Do not bother me; the door has already been locked, 
and my children are with me in bed; I cannot get up and give you anything.’ 
8I tell you, even though he will not get up and give him anything because he 
is his friend, at least because of his persistence he will get up and give him 
whatever he needs.” 
 9“So I say to you, Ask, and it will be given to you; search, and you will 
find; knock, and the door will be opened for you. 10For everyone who asks 
receives, and everyone who searches finds, and for everyone who knocks, the 
door will be opened. 11Is there anyone among you who, if your child asks for a 
fish, will give him a snake instead of a fish? 12Or if the child asks for an egg, 
will give a scorpion? 13If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to 
your children, how much more will the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit 
to those who ask him!”  
 

Our Scripture reading contains a lot about prayer and out faith like 

what to pray about, intercessory prayer, wordings in prayer, attitudes of 

prayer, the Holy Spirt as the best gift, etc. A lot! So I tried to narrow down 

my focus to one attitude of prayer mentioned by Christ in our text: 

persistence. Jesus closes his parable saying that the one knocking on the door 

of his friend’s house in the middle of the night will get what he needs at least 



 

because of his persistence. Different translations employ different words in 

the place of persistence. But I believe that this word, persistence, is a 

comprehensive one.  

Why do we pray persistently? Or why not? There are tons of books 

about prayer, and I found out that many of them use a lot of their pages 

talking about getting answers. I felt that our interest is too much in answer 

part only. With the interest only, persistent prayer is certainly challenging. 

I believe that persistent prayer has more to do with truth in our inner 

parts. John Wesley put together the General Rules for the early Methodists. 

The third one is “attend all the ordinances of God” which includes our private 

or corporate prayer. The rule points out that to keep this rule is to “continue 

to evidence our desire of salvation.” So our tradition says that our constant 

participation in Spiritual disciplines - thus, persistent prayer - is to evidence 

our desire. Yes, we do pray persistently not because it is a secret for 

answered prayer, but because we have a desire which we don’t/ cannot give 

up until it is given or it comes true. That is what God takes from us: ‘God 

wants truth in our inner parts (Ps 51:6).” 

There is another aspect of persistence in prayer. I learned it through my 

own experience. When I graduated from college, I set a period of time to pray 

intensively. I took 6 months to pray intensively. I went to the church every 

early morning without exception to pray. I prayed hard because I had things 

that I wanted from God. I wanted God to heal my father who had been sick 

long time. I also wanted to know what God says about my plan to go to the 

United States. When the period was over, I did not receive what I wanted. My 

father was still in the hospital. Whether to go abroad still remained to be my 

own decision. But that is not all about the period. Since I kept placing my 

trust in God every day, my trust in God grew. My trust in God’s love for me 



 

and my father grew also. With that I became comfortable to make the 

decision knowing that God would be there either way. Speaking of my father, 

God extended my father’s life for a few more years; although complete 

healing did not come (he lived 10 years more than what doctor gave us). Our 

family made good memories with my father during the extended years. It was 

the time that we were most close to one another. Persistence in prayer is 

significant because of things that God offers us through/ on the journey, not 

at the end. Through the time, we grow in faith and relationships with God 

and others. Sometimes our character is developed. Sometimes our wishes and 

desires are purified during the time. We are often so focused on our difficult 

situations and resolutions of them that we fail to grow through them. We are 

so focused on getting out of the situations that we do not get anything out of 

them. We miss opportunities to learn, grow, and cultivate characters. We do 

not know when, how, and what God will give us; so we need to keep being 

attuned to God’ will and opportunities around us. 

You may have difficulty finding a desire in you. Jesus’ parable suggests 

to look for it from others in need. In the parable of Jesus, why does the one 

knock at the door of his friend’s house in the middle of the night? For his own 

needs? No. He asks for help for the sake of a friend of his - a traveler staying 

with him that night. You may not have a desire for yourself, but how about 

for others, your loved ones or the marginalized in our society? I believe that 

all of us can find a desire for a better world for more people, right?  

That is one thing that Jesus also teaches his disciples through the 

Lords’ Prayer. Take a close look at it. Its languages are plural/ communal. 

What are the first two words of the Lord’s Prayer: “Our Father” (Luke does 

not have ‘our’ in our text today, though). When we call God ‘our Father,’ it is 

calling our attention to others in our community and affirming God’s love for 

them as well as God’s love for me. We cannot pray sincerely/ genuinely the 



 

way that Jesus taught us if we cannot be brothers and sisters to one another. 

The Lord’s Prayer shows us God’s concern about our peace/ reconciliation 

with others. In the same vein, we pray with the line, “forgive us our 

trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us.” This prayer also 

leads us to the needs of our brothers and sisters. “Give us this day our daily 

bread?” Note that it says, ‘give us’ and ‘our bread.’ It is everybody’s bread. So 

we cannot pray to ‘our Father’ genuinely, if we ignore someone’s hunger/ if we 

are rich by other’s poverty. It is not just about bread. There are our sisters 

and brothers in our society who hunger for liberty from oppressions, human 

dignity and rights, and a better life in many ways.  

When we pray in the way that Jesus taught us, that prayer leads us to 

not only relationship with God, but also to relationship with others and 

intercession for others and the world. Yes, prayer is connection with others as 

well as one with God. 

Lastly, I want to add the point that prayer leads us to life. Some people 

separate prayer from works, but it is a narrow understanding. If our desire is 

true, we continue to pray not just in words, but also in deeds. Has your 

prayer changed any part of your life like decision and deed? I was able to find 

a simple instance in my life.  

It was my birthday two years ago. I asked my wife, “How much can you 

spare for my birthday gift?” “Fifty,” she answered. I went to Amazon.com and 

started browsing. Drones caught my attention. There were various kinds and 

a lot of options. I could not find an ideal one, but I did not give up because it 

was not an everyday opportunity to buy myself a gift. Then I had to pause to 

have lunch. My wife asked Johnny to pray for the meal and his daddy. He 

passed it to Joy. Lovingly, they kept passing it to one another. So I prayed for 

my birthday. While praying, I asked God to help my life be a blessing to 



 

many people just like God meant for my life and your life as well. When the 

lunch was over, I tried goming back to my online shopping. But I could not 

because of the prayer I had prayed. I felt like there was a better way to 

celebrate my birthday to ‘be a blessing to others.’ I decided to use the fifty 

plus extra to support a child in need. It was a joyful decision. 

How we pray is how we live. How we live and how we pray. From the 

book, I recently read about prayer, I like this line most: “I don’t pretend to 

understand where the sovereignty of God and free will of humans meet, but it 

motivates me to work like it depends on me and pray like it depends on God.” 

May we let God work on and within us through constant and 

persistence time with God. May God renew and grow our desire for others 

and the world. May our life, personally and corporately, reflect the way we 

pray, especially, the way that Jesus taught us to pray. Let the church say: 

Amen. 

 


