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John 13:31-35  
31When he had gone out, Jesus said, “Now the Son of Man has been 

glorified, and God has been glorified in him. 32If God has been glorified in 
him, God will also glorify him in himself and will glorify him at once. 33Little 
children, I am with you only a little longer. You will look for me; and as I said 
to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you cannot come.’ 34I give 
you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved 
you, you should love one another. 35By this everyone will know that you are 
my disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
  

“We just fell in love,” she said. “It was love at first sight!” he declared.  

“Love is blind,” they agreed. We have all these sayings about love that 

suggest love is easy, something that just happens to us, something like 

butterflies, and sugar and spice and everything nice. I think my favorite love 

cliché is “Love means never having to say you’re sorry.”  Seriously?! Can you 

imagine what that kind of relationship would look like?! I mean, love is great, 

but maybe the more accurate of the clichés is, “Love hurts.” Because we know 

this to be true; love is so very difficult.   

 Today’s text doesn’t really do it justice. This lectionary text contains 

what is often called the “Love Commandment,” which sounds really nice. But 

the way in which the text is cropped at the beginning and the end means that 

it fails to tell the whole story. This text is actually assigned on another day of 

the Christian year as well: Maundy Thursday. What we aren’t told explicitly 

in today’s shortened version of the story is that this is Jesus’ final meal with 

his disciples. Just after this text in the Bible, is the interaction between Jesus 

and Peter where Jesus tells Peter that he will deny him three times before 

the rooster crows in the morning. 



 

 With that in mind, we go back to the text verse 31 begins, “When he 

had gone out.” Okay, when who had gone out? When Judas had gone out … in 

order to go turn Jesus in to the authorities? The context of this one really 

makes a difference!   

 Jesus has just knelt down in service and washed the feet of the 

disciples, all of them. He has just fed the disciples and given them a blessing,  

all of them. And then, sandwiched between Judas’ betrayal and Peter’s 

denial, Jesus turned to the disciples and began telling them that he would be 

leaving them, but that he was giving them a new commandment, “that you 

love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also should love one another.”  

It seems simple. It sounds easy.   

 New Testament scholar D.A. Carson names the irony of this text when 

he writes, “This new commandment is simple enough for a toddler to 

memorize and appreciate, and yet it is profound enough that the most mature 

believers are repeatedly embarrassed at how poorly they comprehend it and 

put it into practice.”   

It seems simple. But love is not easy. Yes, the well-known wedding text 

is true, “Love is patient. Love is kind.” But love is also vulnerable. Love 

requires trust. It spills over the margins and boundaries in our lives and that 

is a messy challenge for us because we feel safer and holier when we are 

policing our boundaries and protecting our walls. Love takes time. It takes 

effort. It takes discipline. It takes transformation. And, we are busy people.   

But today’s text is also clear. This is a new commandment … not a 

suggestion, not a choice given to us, not a personal preference. This is a 

matter of obedience to the one we call the Christ, Lord, the Son of God. We 

might want to argue with it. “You can’t command a feeling!” we want to say, 

because either love is in the air … or it’s not. And on one hand, we’re right to 

push back. Any parent, especially those of two or more children can tell you; 



 

we can’t command or demand a feeling. The most we can do with our children 

is to insist that they behave as if they love one another.   

I believe this is what Jesus was saying as well. “I give you a new 

commandment, that you love one another. Just as I have loved you, you also 

should love one another.” We’ve already determined what Jesus has just done 

– he’s served others by washing their feet, he’s fed those who were hungry, 

and he’s offered his presence and his blessing – even to those who were about 

to harm or betray him. Whether he was feeling loving isn’t the issue.  

Regardless of how he felt; he acted as if he loved them all; and then 

commanded them to do the same.   

These are some of his final moments with his closest friends and 

followers. He has only a short time left on earth. It’s his final opportunity to 

impart his wisdom and teaching. He doesn’t talk about the importance of the 

holy scriptures or ritual acts and sacrifices, or a carefully constructed creed.  

He doesn’t demand allegiance to certain beliefs. Instead, he says, “love.” Love 

for real. Love deeply. Love even when it’s painful. Love by your actions. Love,  

especially when you don’t feel like it.   

This morning there are five young people who are coming to confirm 

their faith for themselves and to join this community of faith. Later this 

summer another two of their classmates will also come to be confirmed and 

join the church. Our membership vows ask the question, “As members of this 

congregation, will you faithfully participate in its ministries by your prayers, 

your presence, your gifts, your service and your witness?” Each and every one 

of us are asked on these occasions to reaffirm our own commitment to these 

vows and to this community. These vows ask us to love one another in action.  

While they come as a question to our Confirmation Students, perhaps they 

are really a part of the command we receive from Jesus to love this 

community – love these people: enough to pray for one another, even when 



 

it’s late at night and you’re really tired; enough to show up and be present 

with one another, even when you disagree. Enough to offer your financial 

gifts, your spiritual gifts, your talents and your service to help those who are 

in need of good news that will feed their souls and their bodies.   

The final part of the vow is usually the one that makes people squirm 

the most … we don’t like to think about having to support the church through 

our witness. But we aren’t being asked here to stand on a street corner 

quoting Bible passages to passersby. As a matter of fact, I’d rather you didn’t. 

It’s much more simple than that. Will you love one another; enough that you 

will act with love, even when you don’t feel like it? Will you, through your 

everyday way of life, love the people you come in contact with; at the grocery 

store and the gas station; at school and at work; at practice and at home; on 

Sunday morning, but also on Monday, and Tuesday, Wednesday and 

Thursday, Friday and Saturday mornings? Will you put your love into action; 

not just for your family members and friends, but also for the strangers you 

come in contact with, and the people you pass by on the streets, and even 

those who have hurt you in the past? Will you love one another, as I have 

loved you, Jesus asks.   

“By this,” he says, “everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you 

have love for one another.” May it be so and may we make it so. Amen.   

   


