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Luke 5: 1-11 
1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the 

crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats 
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and they 
were washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to 
Simon, and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat 
down and taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, 
he said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a 
catch.” 5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have 
caught nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When they had 
done this, they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 
7So they signaled to their partners in the other boat to come and help them. 
And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when 
Simon saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “go away from me Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at 
the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they had 
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
  
 Albert Einstein is credited with a familiar saying and while there is no 

evidence that he ever uttered these words, it’s still a wise saying. It goes like 

this, “Insanity is doing the same thing, over and over, and expecting a 

different result.” Or, perhaps you’ve heard its corollary statement, “If you 

always do what you always did, you’ll always get what you always got.” It 

seems reasonable.   

 It also seems likely that if the saying had been around in first century 

Palestine, Simon Peter would have quoted it to Jesus! The Sea of Galilee, or 

the lake of Gennesaret, was a busy hub for local fishermen. After a long night 

on the water with nothing to show for all of their labor, the fishermen were 

ready to clean up their nets and return to their houses to rest before going 

out and trying again the next night. Jesus shows up in the middle of their 



   

work, hops into Simon Peter’s boat and asks him to push out away from shore 

so he can teach. It’s not unusual for Jesus to teach from the boat as a way of 

gaining some distance from the large crowds that were following him. All is 

fine and good. 

 Then Jesus makes a bigger ask of Simon Peter. “Go out into the deep 

water and let down your nets so we can catch some fish.” These are 

CLEARLY difficult words for Simon Peter to hear after a long night of 

unproductive fishing. You can hear the skepticism in his response to Jesus, 

“Master, we have worked all night long and have caught nothing.” Certainly, 

Simon Peter seems to be saying, you can’t expect me to do the same thing 

over and over again thinking it will get me different results! You can hear it.  

He is already overworked. He is tired. He is discouraged. And he really just 

wants to go home to unwind.   

 We can relate. We’re a lot like Simon Peter. We, too, are tired. It shows 

up in a variety of ways. We find ourselves stuck in routines that don’t really 

feel like the life we imagined for ourselves. We find ourselves responding to 

loved ones with a tone that’s a little more harsh than we anticipated. We put 

in extra hours at work hoping we’ll get a head start on the next day, but the 

next day we’re just as overwhelmed and what we really missed out on was 

sleep and time with loved ones. We turn on the TV to watch the news and can 

feel the effect it has on our bodies as story after story tells of one more bad 

thing happening in the world around us. Frustration, anger, or tears all seem 

to come faster than they once did for us. Maybe we haven’t talked to a family 

member or friend for a long time because of how things ended the last time 

we talked to them. Some people we’ve just written off completely … or, gasp, 

unfriended and blocked on Facebook because our viewpoints are just too 

diametrically opposed. We, too, are like Simon Peter; tired from the work;  



   

tired of all of the division; tired of all the fear; tired of isolation; tired of doing 

the same thing over and over again; tired of getting the same results.   

 So, Jesus shows up in the middle of the routine the fishers know well 

and he asks them to try one more time. “Put out into the deep water,” he says 

to them; the deep water … that’s the place of danger, the unknown, the place 

of vulnerability. We don’t have control over the deep waters. We can’t touch 

bottom and no one knows what’s out there under the surface in the deep 

waters, except darkness and fear.   

It must have felt contrary to all reason to put the nets back in the boat 

and to head further away from the safety of the shore. And even though 

Simon Peter probably wanted to say, “But we’ve always done it this way 

before, Jesus,” he must have also experienced something in Jesus that made 

him trust enough to try again with Jesus in his boat. They push out into the 

deep water and let down their nets, I suspect, expecting to be able to say to 

Jesus, “See, we told you there were no fish!”  

But, in an unexpected turn of events, the nets are full. So full, in fact, 

that the nets are breaking; so many fish that as they pile fish upon fish in the 

bottom of their boat, the fish become too heavy for the boat to handle. As 

their boat begins to sink, you can see their spirits begin to soar. Such an 

abundance that they realize there is plenty to share without diminishing 

what they have.   

I love that the scripture tells us that Simon Peter calls out to the other 

fishers to bring their boat so it can be filled, too. We can imagine that if they 

have just been out fishing all night long with no success, the impulsive, self-

preserving response could be one that wants to hoard the catch. Instead, 

Simon Peter’s first response is to share the blessing. This seems to be the 

brilliance of what happens when Jesus is present – the blessing becomes so 

abundant that it has to be shared. There is no way for Simon Peter to keep 



   

all of the blessing for himself. The only way for him to be able to enjoy all of 

the abundance is to share it with others! 

I believe there is much for us to learn from Simon Peter. We too are 

tired and weary and in need of a blessing so abundant that it requires us to 

turn back to community. Jesus shows up in the midst of the everyday lives of 

these fishermen, but he also shows up in the midst of everyday lives today. 

And we run the risk, as did Simon Peter, of missing the blessing that comes 

with the presence of Jesus because we are tired and weary and stuck in our 

routines. Sometimes, finding the abundance and the blessing of community 

requires that we push out into the deep waters beyond our routines and 

comfort zones. Sometimes, it means trusting God enough to do the scary 

thing that seems contrary to reason.  

This past week I had the opportunity to be a part of the Carroll 

University Founders’ Day celebrations. A small group of clergy were invited 

to have breakfast with their convocation speaker, Sister Helen Prejean, and 

then to join the Carroll University faculty as they processed into the 

auditorium to hear Sister Helen speak. Her name may be familiar to some of 

you. Sister Helen is the Catholic nun who wrote the book “Dead Man 

Walking,” which was later turned into a movie and even an opera telling the 

story of her journey with a death row inmate as she served as his pen pal and 

spiritual advisor through his execution. She has met and worked with 

hundreds of inmates on death row and the families of countless victims as 

she seeks reconciliation, justice, healing, and even forgiveness in the face of 

such pain and brokenness.   

I was struck by one of the things she said during the convocation when 

a student asked Sr. Helen how to start making a difference in a world that is 

so filled with division, isolation and the need for community. She said, “All of 

this work for social justice, when it starts, doesn’t feel like hope. I was asked 



   

to be a pen pal to a man on death row and I had no idea what kind of impact 

that simple act could have on me and on others.” Then she went on, “When 

we are sitting in the dark and we try to see the possibilities of the future that 

will change the reality around us, our first action feels so small. It feels like a 

single Rolaid inside a whale-sized stomach! But when we catch a glimpse of 

the kingdom, of the fire of God, it’s sparks and creates a fire within us and we 

find hope.” 

I imagine this is what it must have felt like for Simon Peter when Jesus 

tells him to push out into the deep waters and to let down the nets again. It 

seems like such a small act in light of all the evidence stacked against him. It 

seems contrary to reason, and yet, he does it and he catches a glimpse of the 

kingdom.   

We have these moments of decision as well. Do we remain trapped in 

our patterns of behavior or are we willing to push out into the deep water 

once again?   

New Testament scholar Eduard Schweizer once wrote, “Faith does not 

come as assent to statements previously preached, but as trust in Jesus’ call 

to try once more, contrary to all dictates of reason.” Simon Peter and Sister 

Helen agree that the FAITHFUL response is to try again. Try prayer again.  

Try dialogue again. Try connection again. Try vulnerability again. Try 

forgiveness again. Try compassion again. Try community again. Try 

understanding again. Try reconciliation again. Try trust again. Try love 

again. Try God again.   

It might feel small, maybe even as small as a single Rolaid in a whale’s 

stomach. It may feel contrary to reason and contrary to your current pattern 

of living. And yet, Jesus shows up in the midst of our everyday lives and calls 

us to try again … because the kingdom of God is found out there, just beyond 

our comfort zones. Amen.   


