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This House Cannot Contain You 

August 26, 2018 

By Pastor Kris Androsky 

1 Kings 8: 1, 6, 10-11, 22-30, 41-43 

1Then Solomon assembled the elders of Israel and all the heads of the tribes, 
the leaders of the ancestral houses of the Israelites, before King Solomon in 
Jerusalem, to bring up the ark of the covenant of the Lord out of the city of 
David, which is Zion. 
 

6The the priests brought the ark of the covenant of the Lord to its place, in 
the inner sanctuary of the house, in the most holy place, underneath the 
wings of the cherubim. 
 

10And when the priests came out of the holy place, a cloud filled the house of 
the Lord, 11so that the priests could not stand to minister because of the 
cloud; for the glory of the Lord filled the house of the Lord. 
 

22Then Solomon stood before the altar of the Lord in the presence of all the 
assembly of Israel, and spread out his hands to heaven. 23He said, “O Lord, 
God of Israel, there is no God like you in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath, keeping covenant and steadfast love for your servants who walk 
before you with all their heart, 24the covenant that you kept for your servant 
my father David as you declared to him; you promised with your mouth and 
have this day fulfilled with you hand. 25Therefore, O Lord, God of Israel, keep 
for your servant my father David that which you promised him saying, ‘There 
shall never fail you a successor before me to sit on the throne of Israel, if only 
your children look to their way, to walk before me as you have walked before 
me.’ 26Therefore, O God of Israel, let your word be confirmed, which you 
promised to your servant my father David. 
 

27“But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Even heaven and the highest 
heaven cannot contain you, much less this house that I have built! 28Regard 
your servant’s prayer and his plea, O Lord my God, heeding the cry and the 
prayer that your servant prays to you today; 29that your eyes may be open 
night and day toward this house, the place of which you said, ‘My name shall 
be there,’ that you may heed the prayer that your servant prays toward this 
place. 30Heear the plea of your servant and of your people Israel when they 
pray toward this place; O hear in heaven in your dwelling place; heed and 
forgive.” 
 

41“Likewise when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes from a 
distant land because of your name 42-for they shall hear of your great name, 
your mighty hand, and your outstretched arm – when a foreigner comes and 
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prays toward your house, 43then hear in heaven your dwelling place, and do 
according to all that the foreigner calls to you, so that all the peoples of the 
earth  may know your name has been invoked on this house that I have 
built.” 
 

 I’d like to think of myself as a person of keen intellect, clever wit, with 

the occasional burst of brilliance! That said I have to admit that the vast 

majority of my thoughts are pretty darn mundane and unremarkable. Will 

we either go out to dinner Friday night for our anniversary or Saturday night 

when we’re out of town? Should we buy a high-quality new wood block for our 

kitchen knives or buy something cheap off of Amazon? Should we either take 

a short vacation this summer or save for our next big trip to Alaska? What do 

we want to do this weekend, either spend time with friends or go up north to 

see family? Do I want soup or salad for lunch today?  Commonplace and 

mundane, the vast majority of the time. So much of our day to day thinking 

can fall into this trap of either/or thinking. We often make our way through 

the world by the answers to either/or questions. Is this right or wrong? Win 

or lose? Coke or Pepsi? Paperback or EReader? Car or truck? Math or 

science? Football or baseball? Golf or tennis? Suit and tie or jeans? Dog or 

cat? Mac or PC? Salty or sweet? Coffee or tea? Science or faith? Go out or stay 

in? Either this or that?   

 Last week we met Solomon as he was becoming king after his father 

David had died. Solomon prayed for the wisdom of a God-listening heart in 

order that he could serve the people, THE COMMUNITY, well. In this week’s 

text, we meet Solomon eleven years later, as he’s finishing up the work for 

which he may be most remembered: the building of the temple in Jerusalem.   

 The temple has taken seven years to construct and Solomon has used 

the finest of construction materials: cedars of Lebanon, cypress wood, silver, 

gold, bronze and chiseled stone. Master craftsmen have carved elaborate 
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details into the angels and flowers adorning the walls. An overlay of gold 

covers most everything and the place IS STUNNING.   

 When the temple is ready, King Solomon has the Ark of the Covenant 

placed in innermost sanctuary of the temple. With the Ark of the Covenant in 

the temple, the people should be safe … after all the Ark of the Covenant is 

the box that it is believed to be the home of God. The people, who have been 

wandering around in the wilderness carrying their God-box with them 

wherever they went, have finally settled back into their homeland. Being able 

to put God to rest in the temple is the crowning victory for the Israelites.  

When future battles erupt in the land and the fighting will result in a victory 

for either the Israelites or their enemies, the Israelites no longer need to 

worry. This is a huge victory for Solomon!   

 The people have now gathered together for the dedication of the temple.  

As one might expect in ancient Israel, the King has shown up and will be 

offering a prayer. For anyone who might be tempted to suggest that the 

pastoral prayer is too long on Sunday mornings around here … I would point 

you to Solomon’s thirty one verse prayer in First Kings, Chapter 8! Y’all 

thought I was long-winded! Solomon’s prayer has seven petitions that 

encompass just about every possible future situation that might be faced by 

the people. MOST of them are prayers that focus on the people of Israel.  

Protect US, God, from all the bad things that could happen in the future ….  

 But then, there is this shift in focus that moves beyond the temple and 

beyond the people of Israel. One might, fairly, expect that on a day like this, 

when the people have gathered to celebrate the completion of a magnificent 

temple, that Solomon would celebrate that now God has a dwelling place in 

the midst of the people here in Jerusalem. And while he does celebrate the 

temple, he seeks to move the people beyond an either/or pattern of thinking.  

One might expect Solomon to pray something like, “God, now that we have 
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built this spectacular place for you to dwell right here in our midst, you no 

longer have to be out there in the world.” Or maybe, “Now that you live with 

us, God – please smite our enemies!”  But Solomon doesn’t get into this 

“Either you’re for us, or you’re against us” kind of thinking in today’s 

scripture.   

 Instead, he seeks to move beyond the either/or mentality and into a 

more expansive “both/and” understanding of God. Can this Temple contain 

you, God? NO! Can all of earth contain you, God? NO! Can all of heaven 

contain you, God? NO! Instead of claiming that he has just built God the one 

place God can dwell, Solomon makes clear that God is SO MAGNIFICENT 

that NO ONE PLACE can contain God. God lives in the temple, and in the 

world, and throughout the heavens.   

 Are God’s blessings only for the Israelites? No! Solomon’s fifth petition 

says, “Likewise, when a foreigner, who is not of your people Israel, comes 

from a distant land … when a foreigner comes and prays toward this house, 

then hear in heaven … and do according to all that the foreigner calls to you 

… so that ALL the peoples of the earth may know your name…” This temple, 

this blessing, this GOD is for BOTH the Israelites AND the rest of the people 

of the world.   

 A little grammar lesson here is interesting. There are two words that 

could be used here. One term, gerim, is used for “resident aliens” – those who 

are living among you, residing in your borders, often seeking asylum from 

violent realities in their homeland. There are already all kinds of scriptures 

and laws in place at the time making it clear that gerim, the resident aliens, 

are to be treated equitably and that they should live among you without 

mistreatment. The assumption was that the wellbeing of the gerim was tied 

to your own wellbeing because they were living among you and sharing in 

community.  What happened to them, happened to you.   
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 The word used here by Solomon and translated as “foreigners” is nokri.  

Nokri are those who are visiting your land, often other political leaders, kings 

and queens; the Queen of Sheba, or Namaan, the commander of Aramean 

armies, for instance. Nokri, the foreigners, are unlike gerim, the resident 

aliens, in that the nokri have no vested interest in your immediate wellbeing.  

As a matter of fact, they may represent your enemies, and ultimately, have 

only their own wellbeing in mind. 

 This is an ENORMOUSLY IMPORTANT distinction for Solomon to 

make as he prays. At the initiation of his kingship, Solomon asks God to 

grant him wisdom for the benefit of the community and now, at the crowning 

moment of his leadership, when he could, legitimately claim Gog as the God 

of ISRAEL ALONE, we see that the outgrowth of the wisdom he received 

from God is an EVER-EXPANDING SENSE of WHO BELONGS AMONG 

GOD’S PEOPLE. The edges of the community are expanding outward to the 

ends of the earth. Both the Israelites and the outsiders have access to God.   

 This is what prayer does to us, my friends. When we pray, when we 

earnestly open ourselves to the movement of God in our lives, we find 

ourselves being transformed. We find ourselves being moved from an 

either/or life to a both/and life. When we open ourselves to the enormity of 

God through prayer, we find God is big enough to live in heaven and still be 

present in the midst of our everyday lives on earth. When we are willing to be 

open to the abundance of God’s blessing, we find it’s both for us and for those 

beyond our community, beyond our walls … as a matter of fact, even for our 

enemies.   

 Solomon makes a philosophical shift that is utterly faithful. He moves 

from an either/or mindset that is based in scarcity and limited resources to a 

both/and mindset based in abundance. A scarcity mindset tells us that there’s 

only so much to go around … only so much time, only so much money, only so 
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many things, only so much truth, only so much goodness, only so much 

blessing, only so much God. And when it’s a zero sum game … we want to 

make sure that WE have enough … because it’s EITHER us OR them.   

 But Solomon calls the people of God to greater understanding, based in 

a sense of abundance. And I think it’s the call to us, too. There is enough time 

for us to work on BOTH our personal relationship with God AND our 

relationships with others. There are enough financial resources and enough 

generosity in this community for us to BOTH have a beautiful building AND 

to be serving others in mission. There is enough space within the United 

Methodist Church and within THIS congregation for respectful dialogue 

about our foundational values AND about our passion for social justice.  

There are enough talents and desire here for BOTH traditional AND 

contemporary music in worship. There is enough ministry to be done that 

both old AND new leadership is needed. This magnificent temple we have 

built is big enough for Mother’s Day Out Preschool AND the Elm Grove 

School for Life Long Learning AND Older, Wiser, Livelier Seniors, AND AA 

groups, AND a multitude of classes and small groups and ministries across 

the life span and across the theological span that makes up this community.  

There is enough room here for us AND for the community around us to be 

welcomed in. And, most importantly of all, there is enough of GOD to dwell in 

the midst of it ALL.   

 We, beloved, are blessed; in abundance and beyond measure; enough 

that we don’t have to decide that the blessing is EITHER for this OR for that.  

Our God calls us beyond those divisions and offers us blessing enough … 

BOTH for today AND for our future. May that always be our prayer, Amen.   

  


