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Mark 6:30-34, 53-56 
30The apostles gathered around Jesus, and told him all that they had done 
and taught. 31He said to them, “Come away to a deserted place all by 
yourselves and rest a while.” For many were coming and going, and they had 
no leisure even to eat. 32And they went away in the boat to a deserted place 
by themselves. 33Now many saw them going and recognized them, and they 
hurried there on foot from all the towns and arrived ahead of them. 34As he 
went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had compassion on them, because 
they were like sheep without a shepherd; and he began to teach them many 
things. 
 
53When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret and moored 
the boat. 54When they got out of the boat, people at once recognized him, 
55and rushed about that whole region and began to bring the sick on mats to 
wherever they heard he was. 56And wherever he went, into villages or cities 
or farms, they laid the sick in the marketplaces, and begged him that they 
might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed. 
 
 For those of you that haven’t been following along on our journey 

through chapter 6 of the Gospel according to Mark over the past couple of 

weeks, let me just quickly fill you in. Two weeks ago, we started out really 

well. The disciples were sent out into the community to share the good news 

and to heal the sick. Last week, though … was ROUGH. John the Baptist 

was beheaded because of a grudge and prophets and pastors everywhere, 

especially those newly appointed to their congregations, were feeling a little 

squeamish. 

 You’ll be happy to know – this week – we are BACK ON TRACK! The 

disciples have returned from their trips out into the surrounding 

communities and, like any great trip, they are now sharing with one another, 

and with Jesus, all of the highlights. Of course, word is spreading about 

Jesus and all that he and his followers were able to do, so, seeing that there 



are crowds beginning to gather around them, Jesus says, “You all deserve 

some rest and relaxation, let’s go for a boat ride and get out of here for a bit.” 

If this had been any of the men in my life, I’m pretty sure they would have 

picked a speed boat and took off to some remote island somewhere to get 

away from people. UNFORTUNATELY for the disciples, Jesus picked a 

pontoon boat instead of a speed boat for this little getaway! 

 The crowds see them all out on the pontoon boat heading away from the 

shore and they begin to RUN around the lake, clamoring for a chance to see 

Jesus when he arrives on the other side. I mean, the scripture doesn’t 

specifically say this … but, picture the videos you see every Black Friday … 

of mobs of people running into the stores in order to be one of the first 100 to 

get the new piece of technology, or a talking stuffed animal, or … well you get 

the picture. SO many people see Jesus and the disciples out on the pontoon 

boat putting along toward the other shore. So many can see them, that by the 

time they arrive, there is already a “GREAT CROWD” waiting for them. So 

much for a quiet shore lunch with the guys! I’d like to say, it’s comforting to 

know … that even for Jesus … even for God in human form … things don’t 

always go as planned! 

 Verse 34 says, “As he went ashore, he saw a great crowd; and he had 

compassion for them….” Let’s pause on that word COMPASSION. The Greek 

word translated as compassion – means “to be moved in the inward parts” – 

to have one’s heart, and lungs, and liver and kidneys … one’s guts churning 

with emotion. 

 Jesus, seeing the level of need among the people, finding such a crowd 

filled with hurt and NEED SO GREAT that they were willing to run around 

the lake, just for the CHANCE to get close to a man they have heard and 

offer healing – Jesus, seeing THIS crowd, is completely and utterly overcome 

with emotion. Where last week’s text left us without a word of hope, this 



week, we find a God who is SO DEEPLY MOVED by human pain and need 

and desire for wholeness, that all the plans made on the boat ride, are 

washed away at the shoreline. This week we find a God who understands 

that compassion cannot keep its distance from human need. 

 It’s kind of hard to imagine all of those people, flocking to Jesus because 

of their need for healing. We aren’t used to seeing this kind of DEEP, human 

need around us. And, certainly, we aren’t used to seeing people running and 

pushing their way through crowds of people, just to get a front pew in church! 

 We, today, pride ourselves on being self-sufficient, on NOT needing the 

help of others. There’s a pressure in our culture, to present ourselves as well-

put-together, like things are ALL good all the time in our lives. And, because 

we’re, oh, I don’t know … human … our lives AREN’T ALL good all the time 

… they have pain, and loss, and grief, and brokenness, and loneliness, and all 

those other things we don’t really want to talk about with people. So, we keep 

our distance. 

 We talk about the weather, or the football game, or the most bland 

news headline of the day, or how busy we are with the kids’ schedules … we 

talk about the surface stuff … the easy stuff … and we keep our distance … 

because, frankly, it’s easier. It’s easier to talk about how BUSY we are, than 

to really go deeper into how we wish we could hit the reset button and re-

arrange the priorities we’ve set for ourselves and our families. It’s EASIER to 

talk about our golf game than it is about the conversation we just had with 

the doctor that didn’t go so well. It feels SAFER to talk about the good things 

from the past than it is to dive deeper into the pain of today. We are, after all, 

a self-sufficient bunch. We don’t NEED other people to fix our problems; we 

can handle them on our own. Besides, that’s less embarrassing than 

admitting we could use some support. 



 I wonder, if Jesus and the disciples hopped on that pontoon boat today 

in the midst of our super busy, constantly scheduled, go-go-GO, figure-it-out-

ourselves, DON’T show your weakness-culture … whether anyone would even 

notice that he had left our beach party. 

 Jesus was moved by compassion and he makes it clear that compassion 

for others CANNOT keep its distance from human need. But we know it’s 

easier to keep our distance. It’s easier to keep our mouths shut about the 

deep stuff. It’s easier to keep our heads down and just stick to the over 

booked schedule. And in those ways, without even knowing what we’re doing, 

without ever INTENDING to do so, we ensure we don’t have to be moved by 

compassion for another. 

 In 2014, Richard Gere starred in a movie called, “Time Out of Mind.” 

It’s the story of a man, living in New York City, having been kicked out of an 

apartment he was squatting in with a friend who had been evicted. Living on 

the streets, going from agency to agency seeking help, Gere documented the 

significant challenges, the difficult realities, the broken relationships that 

often surround those experiencing homelessness. It was filmed using long 

range lenses, meaning that many passersby didn’t really realize that a film 

was even being produced. In an interview about the film, Richard Gere said 

that he’s used to having fans approach him on movie sets asking for his 

autograph or looking to take a selfie with him. Then spoke about how he 

realized, during the taping of this movie, how lonely it must be to experience 

homelessness, because not a single person approached him during the filming 

… because they didn’t even see him. By becoming someone experiencing 

homelessness, he had become completely invisible. 

 We don’t do it intentionally. We just get really busy. And, difficult 

human experiences make us uncomfortable … so we keep our distance and 

stick to the surface stuff. 



 But Jesus slows down enough to SEE the people around him. He slows 

down enough to be moved by human need. He makes time for compassion. 

Knowing all we know about the world around us – knowing all too well the 

frantic speed at which news is created, knowing far too much about how long 

our “to-do” lists are, knowing the unfortunate ramifications of the nature of 

competition that rages in our culture, knowing more intimately than we ever 

like to admit, the pain that is prevalent in human lives – it seems this 

witness of Jesus is what the world, whether in the first century, or the 21st 

century, REALLY NEEDS. 

 More than anything, the world needs the witness of a church that is 

willing to be HONEST and REAL about what is going on in our lives. The 

world needs the witness of a church that won’t plaster over the negative and 

try to make it appear as if everything is nice and pretty all the time. The 

world needs the witness of a church that won’t keep its distance from human 

need … or its distance from compassion. The world needs a church that won’t, 

even unknowingly and unintentionally, keep its distance from Jesus. 

 That is why I am so grateful to have the witness of “City on a Hill” in 

worship with us today. It’s why it gives me hope to know that our young 

people have been leading the way in reaching out and serving those in need. 

It’s why I celebrate those willing to belong to small groups, Bible studies, and 

prayer groups in this congregation. The world needs to know of a God who is 

moved with compassion, which means, the world NEEDS US to be that 

witness. 

 The world needs us to slow down enough to see one another. The world 

needs us to slow down enough to get close to one another. The world needs us 

to stop keeping our distance so that we can see … REALLY SEE … one 

another and the healing that is possible when we have deep relationships 

with one another and with God. 



 If you find yourself telling someone that you’re “just too busy” to get 

together, if you find yourself talking about the weather when there’s 

something bigger going on in your life, if you realize that you don’t really 

know what’s going on in the lives of those around you … then this scripture is 

for YOU, because even Jesus needed to set aside the plans he had made in 

order to slow down enough to SEE those around him … and to be moved by 

compassion. 

 I pray that in the coming days we’ll look at our schedules with a 

pontoon boat mindset instead of a speed boat mindset. I pray that we’ll have 

the courage to get close to one another and to be honest with one another. 

And I pray that we’ll be a faithful witness of a God who is SO moved by 

human need that we act with compassion. May it be so. Amen.  


