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Micah 4:1-4 
 4:1In days to come the mountain of the LORD’s house shall be established as 
the highest of the mountains and shall be raised up above the hills. Peoples 
shall stream to it, 2and many nations shall come and say: “Come, let us go up 
to the mountain of the LORD, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may 
teach us his ways and that we may walk in his paths. For out of Zion shall go 
forth instruction, and the word of the LORD from Jerusalem. 3He shall judge 
between many peoples, and shall arbitrate between strong nations far away; 
they shall beat their swords into plowshares, and their spears into pruning 
hooks; nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn 
war anymore; 4but they shall all sit under their own vines and under their own 
fig trees, and no one shall make them afraid; for the mouth of the LORD of 
hosts has spoken. 
 
  From the time I first stepped into the pulpit one of the things that I have 

been trying to help people understand is that the living Jesus is able to change 

our lives. 

  One of the frustrations of doing what I have done for the past 43 years is 

that most people have gotten so caught up in the culture of the “church” that 

they have had a hard time hearing what I believe is the fundamental message 

of the faith. Jesus came to be with us and to live in us AND when we allow 

Jesus to take up residence in our lives it changes the basic core of who we are. 

It should change the basic premises of our lives which in turn should change 

everything about how we live. 

  We are meant to become Jesus’ people. We are not meant to be simply 

people with Jesus in our back pocket. Too many people want a Jesus who only 

shows up in our times of crisis. Some have decided to allow Jesus to be their 

co-pilot when in reality what we need to do is get out of the way and trust 

Jesus to pilot our lives. He needs to be the one who directs our living every 



day. This is the relationship that changes the world; a relationship that first 

changes us. 

  In one of his sermons (“On The Discoveries of Faith”) John Wesley talked 

about people who … 

“fear the wrath of God” and  
“fear the punishment we deserve” and  

“fear death, let it should consign us over to eternal death”  
and he acknowledged, as the Bible says, “the fear of the Lord  

is the beginning of wisdom” (Proverbs 9:10) 

BUT he wanted everyone to know that we should not stop there. He said that 

none of us should … 

 “rest till (we) attain the adoption of sons (and daughters); till (we) obey 
 out of love, which is the privilege of all the children of God.” 

  I have always felt like this first song captures a bit of the 

transformational relationship we have been invited into. This is where our 

hearts need to live. 

Breathe 

 This is the air I breathe. This is the air I breathe 
Your Holy presence, living in me. 

This is my daily bread. This is my daily bread 
Your very word spoken to me. 

And I, I’m desperate for You. And I, I’m lost without You. 
This is the air I breathe. This is the air I breathe 

Your Holy presence, living in me. 

This is my daily bread. This is my daily bread 
Your very word spoken to me. 

And I, I’m desperate for You. And I, I’m lost without You. 
And I, I’m desperate for You. And I, I’m lost without You. 

This is the air I breathe. 

  Once we have surrendered our lives to Jesus and allowed him to be the 

one who shapes and directs our lives, we should expect to be held accountable 

for how we have lived into and out of that relationship. There are expectations 

that come with following Jesus AND we should want to be held accountable; 



not because we are afraid of some future punishment but because we truly 

LOVE Jesus and we wouldn’t want to do anything to disappoint him. We want 

Jesus to be the one who says to us, “well done” AND not because we are 

expecting some reward but because our relationship to Jesus is so important to 

us. 

  This is a point that is HUGELY IMPORTANT. We are not committed to 

an institution; we are committed to a savior and we want (more than anything 

else) for him to find us faithful. 

Find Us Faithful 

We’re pilgrims on the journey of the narrow road, 
and those who’ve gone before us line the way. 

Cheering on the faithful, encouraging the weary, 
their lives a stirring testament to God’s sustaining grace. 

Surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, 
let us run the race not only for the prize; 

but as those who’ve gone before us, let us leave to those behind us 
the heritage of faithfulness passed on through Godly lives. 

CHORUS: 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful, 
may the fire of our devotion light their way. 

May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe 
and the lives we live inspire them to obey. 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful. 

After all our hopes and dreams have come and gone, 
and our children sift through all we’ve left behind, 

may the clues that they discover and the mem’rie they uncover 
become the light that leads them to the road we each must find. 

CHORUS 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful, 
may the fire of our devotion light their way. 

May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe 
and the lives we live inspire them to obey. 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful. 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful, 
may the fire of our devotion light their way. 



May the footprints that we leave lead them to believe 
and the lives we live inspire them to obey. 

O may all who come behind us find us faithful. 

  This song reminds us that how we live our lives of faith will have (and 

should have) an impact on the other people in our lives. People (and young 

people in particular) will generally understand the degree to which we love 

and trust Jesus by observation. We all know that people are far more likely to 

do what we do rather than to do what we say. BECAUSE, our commitment 

and our willingness to make personal sacrifices for Jesus (and because we 

genuinely love the people around us) speak volumes about where our hearts 

are (and where our faith is). 

  This is why we say, “Don’t DO church. BE the church” and “Don’t simply 

love the church, love Jesus.” 

When It's All Been Said and Done 

When it’s all been said and done, 
there is just one thing that matters; 

Did I do my best to live for truth, did I live my life for You? 
When it’s all been said and done,  

all my treasures will mean nothing; 
Only what I’ve done for love’s reward, will stand the test of time. 

Lord, Your mercy is so great 
that You look beyond our weakness; 

And find purest gold in miry clay, making sinners into saints. 
I will always sing Your praise, here on earth and ever after; 

For You’ve shown me heaven’s my true home,  
when it’s all been said and done, You’re my life when life is gone. 

When it’s all been said and done, 
there is just one thing that matters; 

Did I do my best to live for truth, did I live my life for You? 
did I live my life for You? 

When it’s all been said and done. 
 


