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Readings: 
Isaiah 6:1-8 – A Vision of God in the Temple 
1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, high 
and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 
and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3One called to 
another and said: “Holy, holy, holy is the Lord of hosts; the whole earth is full 
of his glory.” 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who 
called, and the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for 
I am a man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my 
eyes have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 6Then one of the seraphs flew to 
me, holding a live coal that had been taken from the altar with a pair of 
tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it and said: “Now that this has 
touched your lips, your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord 
saying, “Whom shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; 
send me!” 
 
Luke 9:1-2 – The Mission of the Twelve 
1Then Jesus called the twelve together and gave them power and authority 
over all demons and to cure diseases, 2and he sent them out to proclaim the 
kingdom of God and to heal. 
 
Matthew 28:18-20 – The Commissioning of the Disciples 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth 
has been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, 20and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 
And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.”   
 

They said yes. In the gospel readings for this morning, Jesus called and 

his followers said yes. 

Our hymns and readings and liturgies this morning are about 

answering God’s call.  



They are also about change. When we respond to Jesus Christ, change 

happens. 

At CUMC you have the unique opportunity to embrace a change in 

leadership and then to respond to Jesus, to what you think Jesus might call 

you to do, because change is upon you.   

Pastor John has said for a very long time—“let’s go out and change the 

world.” In order to change the world, each of us has to change. Therein lies 

the rub … Hamlet said that, not Jesus. 

For the past three years it has been my privilege to serve CUMC. I’ve 

had a great time as a visitation pastor. This time has been very different 

from serving a congregation as a solo pastor under appointment. It is also 

time for me to change. And that’s bittersweet. 

         I am at heart, a parish pastor. I have loved visiting and getting to know 

many people at CUMC. However, at heart I am a parish pastor—except for 

meetings. I maintain that Jesus NEVER had to attend a meeting and he 

liked it that way. 

         As many of you know, I have been appointed as a part time retired 

pastor to a rural congregation. I will miss all the support staff and resources 

of a larger congregation. But I love rural ministry and preaching and 

teaching and, as I continue to totally fail retirement, I will embrace this 

change. 

         My thoughts and prayers are with all of you, as you experience change.  

It is my prayer that you will embrace new challenges and opportunities. It is 

my prayer that you will be changed by new challenges and opportunities. 

         Many of those called in our biblical stories did not want to change. 

When God called them, they protested. Moses said a resounding NO more 

than once. Mary questioned the angel Gabriel. You are in great company 

when you tell God no. 



         However, Moses and Mary and others didn’t keep saying no. In each 

instance when God issued a call, God offered help, comfort, direction, 

whatever was needed to get that yes. 

          What about our lives? Do we trust God to guide us when we feel called 

to do something? That takes trust. That takes faith. That takes the very real 

possibility of failure. 

          Isaiah had a vision of God and was terrified. We are often afraid of 

fulfilling whatever we think God might ask us to do. But poor Isaiah thought 

he was going to die. 

          He shouted, “WOE IS ME!”  This shout occurs 8 times in the Hebrew 

Bible. Even the King James translation uses it. 

The message reads like this: 
6 1-8 In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Master sitting on a throne—

high, exalted!—and the train of his robes filled the Temple. Angel-seraphs 
hovered above him, each with six wings. With two wings they covered their 
faces, with two their feet, and with two they flew. And they called back and 

forth one to the other, 

Holy, Holy, Holy is GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies. 
His bright glory fills the whole earth. 

The foundations trembled at the sound of the angel voices, and then the 
whole house filled with smoke. I said, 

(in place of “Woe is me!”) 

“Doom! It’s Doomsday! 
    I’m as good as dead! 

Every word I’ve ever spoken is tainted— 
    blasphemous even! 

And the people I live with talk the same way, 
    using words that corrupt and desecrate. 

And here I’ve looked God in the face! 
    The King! GOD-of-the-Angel-Armies!” 

Then one of the angel-seraphs flew to me. He held a live coal that he had 
taken with tongs from the altar. He touched my mouth with the coal and 

said, 



“Look. This coal has touched your lips. 
    Gone your guilt, 

    your sins wiped out.” 
And then I heard the voice of the Master: 

    “Whom shall I send? 
    Who will go for us?” 

I spoke up, 
    “I’ll go. 

    Send me!” 

Isaiah not only didn’t die, God found a way to fix him up. Gone was 

anything unclean about him. The burning coal burned off all the bad stuff. 

And with that gone, Isaiah willingly said:  “SEND ME!” 

Our gospel doesn’t wait until our bad stuff is gone. God doesn’t 

intervene to get rid of it for us. Jesus calls people where they are, warts and 

all. The disciples are a good example of ordinary people, with common 

shortcomings, who simply got up and answered the call. 

It was AFTER they answered the call that they were able to find the 

courage, the skills, whatever was needed to serve.   

Before his death, Jesus sent the twelve out, two by two, as missionaries.  

Jesus gave them what they needed. They must have trusted Jesus, because 

they went. We hear of their successes, not their failures. But they no doubt 

had both. One instance is recorded in Matthew, chapter 17.  

You and I will have failures also. And we probably won’t be casting out 

demons, but we can follow Jesus’ lead remembering the words at the end of 

The Book of Matthew and after Jesus’ death and resurrection:  “And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

May we continue to remember as we encounter change in our lives, and 

may we continue to remember as we go forward to change the world. 

AMEN 
 


