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Acts 2:1-13, 42-47 - The Coming of The Holy Spirit 
 2:1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2and suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 5Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in 
Jerusalem. 6And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered, 
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each. 
7Amazed and astonished, they asked, “Are not all these who are speaking 
Galileans? 8And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native 
language? 9Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia, Judea 
and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, 10Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt and the 
parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome, both Jews and 
proselytes, 11Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we hear them 
speaking about God’s deeds of power.” 12All were amazed and perplexed, 
saying to one another, “What does this mean?” 13But others sneered and said, 
“They are filled with new wine.” 
 
 42They joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the 
apostles' teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord's Supper and in prayer. 
 43A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed many 
miraculous signs and wonders. 44And all the believers met together 
constantly and shared everything they had. 45They sold their possessions and 
shared the proceeds with those in need. 46They worshiped together at the 
temple each day, met in homes for the Lord's Supper, and shared their meals 
with great joy and generosity— 47all the while praising God and enjoying the 
goodwill of all the people. And each day the Lord added to their group those 
who were being saved. 
 
  Most of you know that Pentecost is often described as the “Birthday of 

the Church” because the power of the Holy Spirit took a group of timid and 

directionless people and turned them into a team of world changing 

evangelists (and just as a reminder, the word evangel means “Good News” 



which in turn means that these people stepped out into their world unafraid 

to share with friends and strangers alike the power of the Good News of 

Jesus). This is what should happen (at some point) in our own lives. 

  If you really pay attention to the text for this morning, you realize that 

the first Pentecost gathering was more than simply an event; it was a 

transformational moment. These ordinary people (believers in Jesus) were 

transformed. What the Holy Spirit did was change their perception of reality 

and gave them a new purpose for living. This is what the Holy Spirit should 

do in our lives as well. 

  Today I’d like to talk about the practicality of both Pentecost and this 

ceremony that we call Confirmation by using one more football analogy … 

  When a football team takes the field to play they don’t have the entire 

game mapped out ahead of time. I don’t think any of us who played the game 

would have been smart enough to be out on the field trying to remember 

what play we had decided to run at 8 minutes and 30 seconds into the second 

quarter. Thankfully we didn’t have to because during the game there was a 

formation that gave the team the potential for being successful at any given 

moment. This one magic configuration allowed us to be united and flexible 

and responsive to the needs of the game on the field. That structure was 

called the huddle. 

  Since we didn’t have to have the entire game mapped out before the 

game began, we had to make adjustments on the fly; which means that if 

something wasn’t working, we could get into the huddle and talk to each 

other about what was happening and make adjustments and find something 

that worked. Unless we were willing to run the exact same play over and over 

again (which probably wasn’t a good idea), the huddle was critical to our 

success on the field. 



  Here’s the application. The huddle works in football and the huddle will 

work in the church. The huddle is essential in football AND we could say that 

the huddle is essential in the life and ministry of the church. In fact, since the 

church began, we have succeeded when we have learned to huddle. It’s that 

important! 

  But I don’t want you to misunderstand. What we are doing here today 

isn’t the huddle! This is the party in the end zone after the touchdown where 

sometimes even spectators run on the field and join the celebration. This isn’t 

where the game is being played. The game is out there with the people you 

meet every day. The huddle is those small groups that meet in your homes or 

that come together here at church where eight or ten or twelve people learn 

to trust each other, grow in faith together, pray together and plan for ways to 

reach all the people in this community who are lost and living without hope. 

  The thing that will make us successful; the thing that will change your 

life and change the world we live in will not be our ability to celebrate. The 

thing that will make us successful will be our willingness to surrender our 

lives to the power of the Holy Spirit and then our willingness to live in the 

“huddle.” 

  In Acts chapter 2; after the coming of the Holy Spirit it says, 

… they joined with the other believers and devoted themselves to the apostles'  
teaching and fellowship, sharing in the Lord's Supper and in prayer.  

Acts 2:42 

  It says that they “devoted” themselves to “huddling” together. 

  When we went into the huddle, our coach made us hold hands with each 

other because it was important (not just nice, but it was important) that we 

remember that we were a team. We didn’t take the field as a disconnected 

bunch of individuals who happened to be in the same place at the same time. 

If we wanted to succeed we had to act as a unit; one body with many parts 

and each part having its own responsibility for each and every play. 



  In the same way it is essential that we as the church join together, over 

and over again (as often as we can) so that we can be reassured that we are 

part of a team. It is in our spiritual huddles that we learn to trust each other. 

It is in those huddles that we learn to trust God. It is in those huddles that 

we are reminded that we are never alone and that we are surrounded by a 

God who loves us deeply. And that we are surrounded by brothers and sisters 

in Christ who love us faithfully and unconditionally and we commit ourselves 

together to changing the world for Jesus. 

  People who insist on being on the sidelines can come and go whenever 

they want to. They can get up for popcorn or go for a soda. They can stand by 

the concession stand and chat with people until the final whistle. They can be 

nothing but social if they want to be and they don’t really have to pay any 

attention to the game.  

  Sometimes spectators act as if it is all about “them” but those of us who 

play the game can never allow ourselves to think that way! Jesus’ people 

aren’t here to observe, we are here because we have committed ourselves to 

huddling together and committed ourselves to remembering that what we are 

doing here is all about Jesus. And all about those people who have not yet 

heard about new life in Christ. This is why we ask (from time to time, in 

differing ways), “Are you a spectator or a player?” You need to answer this 

question because players are committed to the game, to the team and to the 

huddle! 

  Back to Acts chapter 2 … 

… the believers shared everything they had. (Vs 44) 
… shared their meals with great joy and generosity (vs 46) 

 
  We huddle together to share what we have with each other. We learn to 

care about someone other than ourselves. We learn about sacrificial giving 

which is what love actually is.  



  This sharing of our lives is what we call fellowship. You should 

remember that the Greek word that we translate into English as fellowship is 

the word “Koinonia” and “Koinonia” is not about food at all; it is about 

learning to care for each other. Fellowship means to be so closely bound 

together that there is open and mutual sharing. Fellowship is where we learn 

that our lives are about others and not about us. When we understand this 

one principle it makes the church strong and resilient. 

… they worshiped together (vs 46) 
… met in homes for the Lord's Supper (vs 46) 

  In the first church, worship happened in small groups. They built both 

an intimate relationship with God and an intimate relationship with each 

other. When worship is done in larger groups (like what we do), it can be a 

wonderful and inspirational time of learning and praise; but in the huddle (in 

the small group) worship becomes an intimate and personal moment that 

helps build the character of our faith. 

  The early church was not made up of cathedrals and mega-churches. 

The earliest churches were small, intimate gatherings of people who were all 

equally committed to serving Jesus, to serving each other and to serving the 

world around them. This is where the best worship happens. 

  And while they were in their small groups it says … 

A deep sense of awe came over them all, and the apostles performed  
many miraculous signs and wonders. (Vs 43) 

  They saw God’s power and they heard their friends talk about what God 

was doing in their lives. They were inspired by the testimonies of people that 

they knew and trusted. As a result, they were willing to trust God to do 

amazing things.  

  Jesus said that if we had faith the size of a mustard seed we could move 

mountains. It is in these small groups that we learn to trust God to do 

amazing things. 



45
they sold their possessions and shared the proceeds with those in need. 

  In the earliest church, nobody was without a support group or without 

resources. When they didn’t have a biological family to care for them, they 

had brothers and sisters in Christ who cared for them. When they had no 

money, they had brothers and sisters in Christ who provided for them. This 

was the original “welfare” system. All of the participants in the church were 

concerned about each other’s welfare. It needs to be that way today. 

… each day the Lord added to their group those who were being saved. 

  People were invited into this intimate, caring, trusting, loving gathering 

of believers. Who wouldn’t be impressed? Who wouldn’t be attracted to a faith 

that creates this kind of love for each other and for the world? In that first 

church, people saw the faith alive in these people and they learned to trust in 

Jesus. It can happen today as well BUT what we need to understand is that 

OUR evangelism (our outreach) will happen today only when we (hear “you”) 

begin to grow in your faith; when you begin to pray believing that God will 

answer. Evangelism will happen when you begin to invite people who are 

empty and lonely and afraid and who have questions about life and death and 

this God we talk about to meet with you in your home and gather with other 

people who are also on this spiritual journey. You will make the faith real for 

people and when you do, then we will again begin to see people added to our 

group daily; people added to God’s family daily because we have decided to 

live the gospel the way it was meant to be lived. All of these things happen in 

the huddle which means that all of us need to be in the huddle. 

  But where it all started was back in Acts 2 when the Holy Spirit came 

pouring out of God’s presence and impacted the lives of those first believers. 

It says,  

4 all of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in  
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:4 



  I’ve said it before and I will say it again; God is calling all of us to 

belong to him. God is calling all of us to be in a small group. God is calling 

some of us to open our homes and host a gathering of other believers and 

people who are seeking this new life in Christ that we talk about. 

  God is calling all of us to commit ourselves to caring about each other 

and to grow in our own personal faith AND when we do the Holy Spirit will 

take over our lives and make all of this happen. We together will begin to 

actually see the power of God. 

  BUT we need to commit ourselves to being in a huddle. We need that 

place where we can grow together, where we support each other and where 

we worship God in an intimate way that changes our lives. 

  We all need to commit ourselves to that small group ministry where we 

can hear other people testify to God’s power and see it lived out in other 

people’s lives.  We need a place where we can minister to each other and 

where the lost (and alone and afraid) can come and see Jesus made alive in 

us. 

  Every one of us needs to get into the huddle AND we need to commit 

ourselves to doing it NOW! 


