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Believe in Jesus 
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By Pastor John Wells 

 
John 20:19-31  
 19That evening, on the first day of the week, the disciples were meeting 
behind locked doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders. 
Suddenly, Jesus was standing there among them! "Peace be with you," he 
said. 20As he spoke, he held out his hands for them to see, and he showed 
them his side. They were filled with joy when they saw their Lord! 21He spoke 
to them again and said, "Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I 
send you." 22Then he breathed on them and said to them, "Receive the Holy 
Spirit. 23If you forgive anyone's sins, they are forgiven. If you refuse to forgive 
them, they are unforgiven." 
 24One of the disciples, Thomas (nicknamed the Twin), was not with the 
others when Jesus came. 25They told him, "We have seen the Lord!" But he 
replied, "I won't believe it unless I see the nail wounds in his hands, put my 
fingers into them, and place my hand into the wound in his side."  
 26Eight days later the disciples were together again, and this time Thomas 
was with them. The doors were locked; but suddenly, as before, Jesus was 
standing among them. He said, "Peace be with you." 27Then he said to 
Thomas, "Put your finger here and see my hands. Put your hand into the 
wound in my side. Don't be faithless any longer. Believe!"  
 28"My Lord and my God!" Thomas exclaimed.  
 29Then Jesus told him, "You believe because you have seen me. Blessed are 
those who haven't seen me and believe anyway." 
  30Jesus' disciples saw him do many other miraculous signs besides the 
ones recorded in this book. 31But these are written so that you may believe 
that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that by believing in him you 
will have life. 
 

 
How Could You Say No 

Thorns on His head spear in His side 
Yet it was a heartache that made Him cry 
He gave his life so you would understand 

Is there any way you could say no to this man? 

If Christ himself were standing here 
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Face full of glory and eyes full of tears 
And He held out His arms and His nail printed hands 

Is there any way you could say no to this man? 

How could you look in His tear stained eyes 
knowing it's you He's thinking of? 

Could you tell Him you're not ready to give Him your life? 
Could you say you don't think you need His love? 

Jesus is here with His arms open wide 
You can see Him with your heart if you'll stop looking with your eyes 

He's left it up to you, He's done all that He can 
Is there any way you could say no to this man? 

How could you look in His tear stained eyes 
Knowing it's you He's thinking of? 

Could you tell Him you're not ready to give Him your life? 
Could you say you don't think you need His love? 

Thorns on His head, your life in His hands 
Is there any way you could say no to this man? 
Is there any way you could say no to this man? 

   It has always fascinated me how much we tend to live our lives for the 

moment as if life is simply a series of events to attend rather than a life to 

live. I understand that for most of us, this is how we were raised. We’ve been 

told for years to “go for the gusto” and “live in the now.” I guess it should be a 

huge surprise to any of us that we do that same thing in the church. In fact, 

we have just done it again. 

   Last week was our Easter celebration and our Easter celebration is 

supposed to be the celebration of new life; not simply Jesus’ new life but our 

new life. And what we sometimes forget is that if EASTER is only the 

celebration of Jesus walking out of the tomb then Easter HAS become 

MERELY a spectator event for us. We have no “skin in the game.” We come 

to watch and then we leave until we come back for the next event.  

   What we need to understand is that Easter was never meant to be our 

annual resurrection party. Easter has always been meant to be the 
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celebration of Jesus’ victory over death, a victory that should be translated 

into our lives. We should be gathering together every week because we want 

to remember and celebrate our new life in Christ. 

   We should be more committed to following Jesus today than we were last 

week AND we should be more like Jesus today than we were last week. We 

should be more thankful and more sacrificial and yet historically the Sunday 

following Easter is one of the least attended Sundays of the entire Christian 

year. What should be happening here is that we come together to stand up 

and say that it’s still Easter here and that the story of our faith is not done 

yet. 

   When Jesus stepped out of the tomb on that very first Easter morning it 

was not the end of the story for his followers. Just to get a sense of how that 

day went for Jesus’ friends, let’s walk through the events of that day one 

more time. 

   The Bible says that early in the morning (as the sun was coming up) 

some of women went to the tomb and found it empty. They saw that the stone 

had been rolled away and a “man” dressed all in white told them that Jesus 

was no longer dead but had risen from the grave. So, they got scared and ran 

away. A short time later Jesus appeared to Mary in the garden and then she 

ran to tell the disciples, Peter and John about what she had seen and heard. 

They listened to Mary’s story and then they ran to the tomb to see for 

themselves and also found the tomb empty. 

   At that point apparently, everyone went home and tried to 

process what they had just seen and heard. 

   Then it says that Jesus appeared to two disciples on the road to Emmaus 

and these two ran back to tell the other disciples what they had experienced. 
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This brings us to evening of that first day of the week which is exactly what it 

says in John chapter 20, verse 19. 

   In our world that would be Sunday night, but for Jews the new day began 

at sundown … so for them it was Monday morning. All of these events had 

taken place just hours earlier. The disciples had probably been in hiding 

since Friday. And now we find that the disciples were meeting behind locked 

doors because they were afraid of the Jewish leaders; which again is what it 

says in chapter 20, verse 19. 

   And then Jesus appeared with them (he didn’t appear to them like a 

ghostly visitation, he stood among them) … he came right through a locked 

door … spoke to them … showed them His hands and side … it was really 

him ... and they were understandably filled with joy. 

   But this wasn’t the end of their spiritual journey. They weren’t done … 

because eight days later … they were still all together behind locked doors. 

   So they had seen the risen Jesus … they had seen the wounds in his 

hands and side … they had conversation with him and what had they done 

with what they had seen and heard? Apparently, nothing. 

   They weren’t out telling people about Jesus’ resurrection. They weren’t 

inviting their friends to their gathering. It makes me think that what they 

saw with their eyes wasn’t enough and what they touched with their hands 

wasn’t enough ... so they went through the same thing again. 

   The doors were locked and Jesus appears to them. He started the 

conversation in the exact same way. 

"… peace be with you." John 20:26 

   And he showed them the same nail prints in his hands and the same 

wound in his side that they had seen before And then John goes on to explain 

that they got to see “many other miraculous signs.” 
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 Jesus’ disciples saw him do many other miraculous signs  
besides the ones recorded in this book. John 20:30 

   So what did they do because of all of these miraculous signs? Did they go 

out and tell people about the risen Jesus? Did they invite their friends over 

for Bible study and prayer? Did they have planning meetings to talk about 

how they might love God, grow in faith and make new disciples of Jesus 

Christ? No! In fact, if you read ahead, what they did was go back to Galilee 

(go back home) and go fishing. 

   Where are the disciples who are going to change the world? Hiding 

behind locked doors and what this suggests to us is that having an experience 

with the living Jesus isn’t enough. It suggests there was still something that 

was fundamentally incomplete about their relationship with Jesus. They 

were friends but they weren’t ready to follow where Jesus would lead them. 

   The rest of this story is still coming in Acts chapter 2. They needed more 

than just an experience. They needed more than a story; they needed Jesus 

living inside their lives. They needed the Holy Spirit, the burning fire of God, 

working in and through their lives and so do we. 

   It wasn’t enough that we were here last week. It isn’t enough that we are 

here this week. It isn’t enough that we’ve heard the story. It isn’t enough that 

we believe the story. We need to be willing to surrender everything we have 

to Jesus’ control. We need to let our old lives die on the cross with Jesus so we 

can be buried with him and then stand up as new people. This is what we 

need. 

   We don’t need a Jesus who gets added to our already far too busy lives. 

We need a Jesus to whom we willingly surrender our far too busy lives; 

everything that makes us who we are. 

   We need to invite the resurrected Jesus into our lives so that he can truly 

live in us and live through us. This is how we will change the world. 
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   You are being asked to be a part of a transformation. As our former 

bishop’s assistant used to say, “We are trying to change an institution into a 

movement again;” to let Jesus change what we call “church” into a passion 

that controls our entire lives and changes the world we live in. 

   We are called to be Easter people and live out the resurrection every day. 

   But before we can make the church what God wants it to be, we have to 

be willing to let go of what we want it to be. We have to let Jesus be in charge 

of our lives. We have to Let Jesus live his life through us. That is what Easter 

is about. 


