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John 2:13-22 – Jesus Cleanses the Temple 
13The Passover of the Jews was near, and Jesus went up to Jerusalem. 14In 
the temple he found people selling cattle, sheep and doves, and the money 
changers seated at their tables. 15Making a whip of cords, he drove all of 
them out of the temple, both the sheep and the cattle. He also poured out the 
coins of the money changers and overturned their tables. 16He told those who 
were selling the doves, “Take these things out of here! Stop making my 
Father’s house a marketplace.” 17His disciples remembered that it was 
written, “Zeal for your house will consume me.” 18The Jews then said to him, 
“What sign can you show us for doing this?” 19Jesus answered them, “Destroy 
this temple and in three days I will raise it up.” 20The Jews then said, “This 
temple has been under construction for forty-six years, and you will raise it 
up in three days?” 21But he was speaking of the temple of his body. 22After he 
was raised from the dead, his disciples remembered that he had said this; 
and they believed the scripture and the word that Jesus had spoken. 
 

Is there anyone more passionate, more focused, more sincere than a 

zealot?   

This morning we see a zealous Jesus. It’s a rare glimpse into an aspect 

of the Son of God that is unusual in the gospels. 

John pulls no punches here. Jesus is single minded in regard to his 

Father God and how God should be treated, revered, worshiped.  Temple 

behavior is very clear. 

According to the Book of John, this zealous act occurs near the 

beginning of Jesus’ ministry. It appears in the second chapter of the Book of 

John and in this gospel Jesus makes multiple trips into Jerusalem. In the 

other 3 gospels this story appears at the end of Jesus’ ministry, and he will 

soon be standing before Pilate and then crucified. Impatience is perhaps more 

understandable as Jesus faces his last trip; but at his first? 



I’d like you to think a bit about the times in your own lives when you 

have faced a renewed interest in worship. When was it most important to you 

to please God, to worship God, to be near to God? And when was it most 

important to you to come to church to see your friends, connect with 

committee members, and check on the progress of your favorite agenda 

within the church? There’s nothing wrong with any of those things. But is 

that why you come to worship? Sometimes it is. Why? 

Well, most of us aren’t really into zeal. Our zealous acquaintances tend 

not to become our friends. And religious passion can make us uncomfortable.  

We like well-behaved, socially acceptable people. Having a destructive fit over 

the church is not really in the realm of our experience. 

Perhaps that’s too bad. Perhaps we have cleaned up our faith, scoured it 

so thoroughly, it’s worn thin and lost its shine. 

I am reminded of Jesus’ act as angry and zealous spring cleaning. He 

goes into the temple and sees people engaged in commerce rather than 

worshiping and it really ticks him off. 

It’s actually a bit puzzling. People made pilgrimages to the temple. 

They made sacrifices, offerings. The sacrificial system was firmly in place and 

even allowed the poor more meager sacrifices so that all could come to the 

temple and sacrifice and worship. 

When Jesus was dedicated at the temple, Mary and Joseph brought a 

sacrifice of doves, the sacrifice of the poor. 

During this Lenten season, we talk more about Jesus’ sacrifice for us. 

People give up things during Lent, making a sacrifice. People sometimes add 

things during Lent, making an intentional effort to do something for their 

faith. 

Yet this morning, Jesus is destroying the commerce of sacrifices, 

knowing full well that those traveling could hardly travel with goats and 

sheep and doves. 



There are also the money changers. Roman coins had the face of the 

emperor and the emperor was considered a god. Therefore, there was 

different money for the temple. Sort of like going to a bank and trading US 

dollars for British pounds. 

This morning, Jesus destroys all that. If we look ahead, there is much 

significance in this destruction. As we get closer to holy week, we dwell on 

Jesus as the ultimate sacrifice for each of us. And that story is bloody and 

violent. 

This morning we see a bloody, violent Jesus. He takes a whip, as he will 

be whipped. When those gathered ask for a sign, he says that if the temple is 

destroyed, he himself will raise it up in three days. He is speaking to people 

who don’t see him as the Messiah; earthly people; people who know how long 

it has taken to build this temple. Earthly people who are trying to make a 

living, selling things for the worshipers who need them. Earthly people who 

are trading coins considered blasphemous by worshipers for sacred coins. 

Does this image of Jesus remind you of some of your favorite hymns?  

What a Friend We have in Jesus? In the Garden? Nearer My God to Thee? 

So what are we to do with this scripture It isn’t a parable. Jesus isn’t 

telling a story for us to learn. Jesus isn’t teaching. Jesus is acting. Some of 

you may be thinking: acting out. 

The disciples, for once, have a clue. I find that amazing. These twelve 

men who so seldom seemed to get it right and now, in the midst of this 

commotion, they suddenly remember an old song—Psalm 69:9: “It is zeal for 

your house that has consumed me.” 

They will also remember after the resurrection that Jesus said: 

“Destroy this temple, and in three days I will raise it up.” 

The temple will be destroyed after the crucifixion. But Jesus will not be 

destroyed. The author of The Book of John writes that Jesus was speaking of 

his body, his life. 



What about our lives? Can we live on for worship that Jesus won’t want 

to cleanse? Can we try? 

It seems to me that trying is going to involve some emotion. Some heart 

stuff. Jesus didn’t dialogue worship. He didn’t research it and present a 

paper. He got emotional. Worship is supposed to be an experience.   

God’s words as presented in the biblical stories are meant to touch our 

hearts, not just our heads. When God cries: “How can I give you up?” we are 

supposed to feel something.  

Music in worship is meant to speak to us on a deep level we can’t reach 

in conversation. We all have our favorite songs that have little to do with our 

education, our deep thinking and much to do with our hearts. 

Silences are a time to reflect, not plan. 

We need to learn about our church, our Bibles, our faith, and we need to 

keep learning. We need to question our faith, and we need to keep asking 

questions. These things are our responses to the God who is relational.  

It is my hope for all of you that as you learn and grow and question, 

worship will become an experience, a deep, emotional, even zealous 

experience.   

As Jesus cleansed the temple, my hope for each of you is that you will 

clean out your hearts, as well as your thoughts and actions and become free 

to just be before God, free to experience worship.   

May your worship experiences cleanse and feed and refresh each of us 

to go forward changed in the lives God has given us. 

May it be so for each of us, AMEN. 


