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By Pastor John Wells 

   
Mark 10:46-52 - The Healing of Blind Bartimaeus 
 46They came to Jericho. As he and his disciples and a large crowd were 
leaving Jericho, Bartimaeus son of Timaeus, a blind beggar, was sitting by 
the roadside. 47When he heard that it was Jesus of Nazareth, he began to 
shout out and say, “Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” 48Many sternly 
ordered him to be quiet, but he cried out even more loudly, “Son of David, 
have mercy on me!” 49Jesus stood still and said, “Call him here.” And they 
called the blind man, saying to him, “Take heart; get up, he is calling you.” 
50So throwing off his cloak, he sprang up and came to Jesus. 51Then Jesus 
said to him, “What do you want me to do for you?” The blind man said to 
him, “My teacher, let me see again.” 52Jesus said to him, “Go; your faith 
has made you well.” Immediately he regained his sight and followed him on 
the way. 
 
  In the story we read for this morning, we find Jesus traveling from 

Galilee to Jerusalem to celebrate the Passover. The standard route from 

the north to the south took people through the city of Jericho. There 

was a more direct (and shorter) way from Galilee to Jerusalem but that road 

went through Samaria and good Jews weren’t supposed to have any contact 

with Samaritans. So, most people traveled the road through Jericho. 

  The city of Jericho was (and is) about 15 miles from Jerusalem 

which was an easy day’s journey by foot which was considered close by the 

standards of the day and because of its close proximity to Jerusalem many of 

the temple priests who generally served in the temple two weeks each year 

(plus holy days) lived in Jericho. 

  The Jewish Law required that every healthy adult male travel to 

Jerusalem for the Passover celebration so there would have been thousands 

of people making their way through the city of Jericho in the days leading up 
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to Passover. It would have been almost like a parade and the main street of 

the city would have been packed with travelers. People from the city who 

were (for whatever reason) unable to attend Passover would have come out to 

encourage the traveling pilgrims. AND (in addition) people like blind 

Bartimaeus (a person who made his living by depending on the charity of 

others) would have come out to take advantage of the thousands of happy 

travelers who were passing through town. These were going to be big days for 

people who begged for a living and in this particular instance Bartimaeus 

was about to get a bonus. 

  Just as a side note (maybe you can consider this your Bible study 

bonus) in Hebrew, the name Bartimaeus means “son of Timaeus” which 

means that Mark wouldn’t have had to explain that to Jewish readers. They 

would have known the meaning of the name without any explanation so 

when Mark takes time to define the name it tells us is that Mark was writing 

to non-Jews (to Gentiles); people just like you and me, which means that we 

are the intended audience for this story. 

  So, if this story is for people like us, the question is, “What are we 

supposed to learn?”  And I think that there are a number of things that are 

part of this story that we might find helpful on our journey of faith. 

  First, we see Jesus giving his time and attention to someone 

who (in that culture) was nothing more than scenery to most people. 

The culture of the day considered people like Bartimaeus to be “sinners,” 

because they didn’t understand where diseases came from, and so they made 

the assumption that a person like Bartimaeus was blind because he had done 

something wrong and his blindness was his punishment. 

  I don’t think of this attitude as being that foreign to us because I hear 

people today ask the same kind of question. “What did I do to deserve what is 
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happening to me?”  One of the things that Jesus came to teach us is that this 

assumption about the sick and the poor is incorrect. Wealth and health are 

not signs of a righteous life and when we go through difficult times it is not 

God making a statement. 

  So, in general, people like Bartimaeus were outcasts and most people 

kept the diseased at a distance. BUT the Jewish law did encourage healthy 

people to be charitable to those who were less fortunate, SO people like 

Bartimaeus (who supported themselves by begging) were tolerated as part of 

society. 

  By this time in the New Testament story Jesus had become fairly well 

known which is why Bartimaeus would have been motivated to call out to 

him. On the other hand, Jesus was viewed by many people as a “holy” man 

and the natural assumption would have been that he should be sheltered 

from “sinners” like Bartimaeus. 

  So, the fact that Jesus actually heard and responded to Bartimaeus 

would have been considered unusual. AND in stopping to care for a blind 

man, he created an expectation for those who were witnessing this event. 

AND FOR us that we also SHOULD NEVER BE RELUCTANT to 

personally care for people up and down the social scale. Ordinary people 

would have thrown money in Bartimaeus’ direction. BUT most of them would 

have never thought about stopping to personally care for this man whom they 

found begging at the city gate.  

  The implication in what Jesus did was that it WILL NEVER BE enough 

for us to SIMPLY throw money at the poor and then walk away. Throwing 

money at a problem MIGHT ACTUALLY BE the easiest thing that we can do 

BUT it will probably never be the BEST thing that we can do. IT MIGHT also 

(in a negative sort of way) end up being A WAY FOR US TO RATIONALIZE 
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away OUR UNWILLINGNESS TO ACTUALLY give our best or to actually 

care. 

  We live in an interesting period in history when the most precious 

commodity we have is time. This means that we will readily throw money at 

people if it means that we don’t have to stop. Jesus sets us a different kind of 

example AND we have always operated with the basic principle that if 

something we give doesn’t mean anything to us then it doesn’t really mean 

anything. This is why we have a tendency to talk about tithing as opposed to 

simply giving. Gifts need to be significant to us; sacrifices need to be truly 

sacrificial or they mean nothing. For us there is no substitute for giving our 

time. 

 Parenthetically, we might say a good word for Church 

attendance. As we live out our lives of faith the one thing that will be 

the most significant to our friends will be where we give our time. So, 

when we make Sunday morning worship a priority in our lives, it has 

the potential for being one of the most significant witnesses we have to 

our faith in Jesus. When we choose worship over golf or soccer or 

Sunday brunch, we are making a statement about the value of our 

relationship to Jesus and our relationship to God’s people. This is the 

kind of witness that might just get our friends’ attention. Once again, 

there is no substitute for giving your time. 

  Another thing that we might recognize from this story of Jesus 

and Bartimaeus is the extraordinary power of Jesus to do amazing 

things. 

  This is the more difficult implication of this particular story for 

us because these are the kinds of stories that we as 21st century 

believers tend to look beyond. I think that we intuitively understand that 



 

5 

once we are willing to admit that Jesus has power to work in our lives (in a 

real and tangible way), then we have to take Jesus seriously and the 

implication is that there are some things about our lives that need to change. 

  When we consider this story of a blind man who was healed, most of us 

come to it with a certain amount of baggage. First, most of us have never 

seen anyone miraculously healed. We have seen people diagnosed and treated 

and then get well again. BUT we have a tendency to assume that their 

healing was a product of modern medical science AND that God wasn’t 

actively involved. 

  My assumption (my experience) has always been that God works below 

the surface in people’s lives in ways that have nothing to do with medical 

science. I believe that God can (and does) fill our hearts with peace and hope 

and strength that work in us in the face of our challenges. AND I also believe 

(because I have seen it happen) that from time to time God steps in and does 

something in us that is beyond explanation.  

  Now, I don't want you to think that I am discounting modern medical 

treatment. I believe that God has blessed us with doctors and nurses and 

technicians and treatments that do the work of healing for many people. BUT 

I also believe that these angels of mercy and the technology that they employ 

are instruments of God’s healing love in our lives. I think that God and the 

medical community are in partnership in the work of healing. AND I think it 

is a mistake FOR US to dismiss the work of God in the healing process. 

 When I was in seminary, I took a course on healing that was taught by 

the president of the seminary, a man named FRANK BATEMAN STANGER. 

This was the only course that Dr. Stanger taught and in his class, I 

remember him saying two things over and over again. First, he believed 

strongly that ALL HEALING was FROM GOD; that no matter how it 
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happened it was an expression of the work of God in people’s lives. The 

second thing that Dr. Stanger said was that “DEATH IS THE ULTIMATE 

HEALING.” There comes a time when all of us move beyond the frailty of this 

life and when that happens we are freed from the burdens we are now 

required to bear. 

  Dr. Stanger was working from the premise that God wants us all to be 

healed and that sometimes he steps in to situations in this life and does for 

us things that are beyond our understanding. BUT even if he doesn’t, we are 

meant to go through life knowing that our healing is coming. How we live in 

the presence of our diseases and how we live our lives as we approach our 

own death is one of the most powerful testimonies we can make to the reality 

of Jesus in our lives. 

  I personally believe that events that supersede the natural order (when 

God steps into life in a miraculous way), that it tends to be tied up in some 

way to God’s greater plan either for that particular person or for the people 

that that person may one day touch. 

  I think sometimes the most appropriate question for us to ask is, “Why 

am I still here?”  

   It seems to me that no matter how you view God at work in our 

struggles, the bottom line is that there is no substitute for a connection with 

Jesus. This was something that Bartimaeus understood. If he was going to 

find healing, he needed to get up close and personal with Jesus. In a similar 

way, we often remind people that if they want to find healing (especially for 

those things that medicine cannot touch), then you need to get up close and 

personal with Jesus. This is the witness we have been called to make. 

  Christian tradition says that after he was healed Bartimaeus became a 

well-known follower of Jesus and spent the rest of his life trying to serve this 
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one who makes blind eyes see. In fact, some believe that Mark named 

Bartimaeus in the story precisely because Christians who were reading the 

story would have known who he was.  

  Bartimaeus would have been an example of someone whose healing set 

the stage for more lives to be changed.  I think that in the long run, 

Bartimaeus received more than just restored vision and this is a lesson that 

all of us need to learn; and then share with our friends. 


