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God Wants Us to Depend on Him 

February 11, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

   
Mark 1:29-39 - Jesus Heals Many at Simon’s House 
 29As soon as they left the synagogue, they entered the house of Simon and 
Andrew, with James and John. 30Now Simon’s mother-in-law was in bed 
with a fever, and they told him about her at once. 31He came and took her 
by the hand and lifted her up. Then the fever left her, and she began to serve 
them. 
 32That evening, at sunset, they brought to him all who were sick or 
possessed with demons. 33And the whole city was gathered around the door. 
34And he cured many who were sick with various diseases, and cast out many 
demons; and he would not permit the demons to speak, because they knew 
him. 
 35In the morning, while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a 
deserted place, and there he prayed. 36And Simon and his companions hunted 
for him. 37When they found him, they said to him, “Everyone is searching for 
you.” 38He answered, “Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I 
may proclaim the message there also; for that is what I came out to 
do.” 39And he went throughout Galilee, proclaiming the message in 
their synagogues and casting out demons. 
 

This World Is Not My Home  
This world is not my home, I’m just a passin’ through 
My treasures are laid up somewhere beyond the blue; 

The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door, 
And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 

CHORUS: 
O Lord, I know, I have no friend like you, 

If heaven’s not my home, O Lord, what can I do? 
The angels beckon me from heaven’s open door, 
And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 

My Savior pardoned me from guilt and shame I know 
I’ll trust His saving grace while trav’lin’ here below; 

I know He’ll welcome me at heaven’s open door,  
And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 

CHORUS: 
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The saints in glory land are shouting victory, 
I want to join their band and live eternally 

I hear the sweetest praise from heaven’s open door, 
And I can’t feel at home in this world anymore. 

CHORUS: 

  This passage from the gospel of Mark gives us some insight into the 

humanity of those first followers of Jesus AND (along with that) it highlights 

FOR US some of the complexity of making a decision to follow after Jesus.  

  When I first read the story of Jesus’ call to Peter (and that was a long 

time ago), I had the impression (for no apparent reason) that Peter was 

single. I don’t know exactly why I had that image in my head; maybe it was 

because seeing Peter as unmarried made his decision to leave everything else 

behind to follow Jesus a little easier to understand. Sure, he was making a 

career change but a lot people change careers, especially if they don’t have a 

lot of other obligations that they have to care for. 

  What our passage for today teaches us is that my initial assumption 

about Peter (and the rest of the disciples) simply wasn’t true. Peter was 

actually a married man and he lived in a home in the village of Capernaum 

with his wife, his children and his mother-in-law. What this means is that 

Peter had obligations and his decision to follow Jesus wasn’t (in anyway) 

simple or carefree. This simple story of Jesus healing Peter’s mother-in-law 

ADDS a whole new LAYER TO OUR UNDERSTANDING OF HOW 

SIGNIFICANT THIS CALL WAS UPON PETER’S LIFE and it gives us a 

slightly different perspective on how powerful his relationship with Jesus 

really was for him. 

Just as a side note, if you travel to the Holy Land today you 
can visit the site of the village of Capernaum and you will find 
there a memorial to St. Peter that is built right on top of the 
foundations of the home that Peter lived in. The memorial 
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actually has a spot in the middle of the floor of the room that is 
made of glass so you can look down into the remains of Peter’s  
original home. 

  I’M AFRAID THAT (in more recent years) THE CHURCH HAS HAD A 

tendency TO try to MAKE FOLLOWING JESUS SOUND LIKE A SIMPLE 

DECISION. WE spend a lot of time highlighting THE BENEFITS (like 

forgiveness, new life and a place in heaven … and all of those ARE 

wonderful). BUT WE have had a tendency to DOWNPLAY THE 

SACRIFICES that we might be asked to make. We have turned the Christian 

message into (what Dietrich Bonhoeffer called “cheap grace”) a faith that 

requires nothing from us. 

  The reality is that our lives are very complex and any decision we make 

to be faithful will have an impact on our OCCUPATION, our RECREATION, 

our FAMILY and even our friends. There is nothing simple about being 

committed to following Jesus but (having said that) just because deciding to 

follow Jesus will be complicated, it doesn’t mean that we shouldn’t take that 

step. Following Jesus changes us and following Jesus should help to change 

the world. 

  But, again, the fact that people (like us) make these kinds of 

commitments is an ongoing testimony to the powerful effect that Jesus can 

have on our lives. He calls us and we follow even though we know it will not 

be easy. Our willingness to live a new life in Christ; to see ourselves as 

citizens of God’s Kingdom; to be willing to say that this world is no longer our 

home is an everyday affirmation to the power of the living Jesus.  

  Our lives become a living testimony to the power of God’s word which is 

exactly what should happen. 

  The other lesson we might take away from this morning’s reading has 

to do with JESUS’ decision to go to “the neighboring towns” because (as it 
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says) there were people there who needed to hear “the message.” This is what 

Jesus came to do. 

Let us go on to the neighboring towns, so that I may proclaim the  
message there also; for that is what I came out to do. Mark 1:38 

  What we see in Jesus is a definite sense of PURPOSE and along with 

that a sense of URGENCY about accomplishing his work. There wasn’t time 

to waste BUT that doesn’t mean Jesus’ decision to begin a traveling ministry 

was going to be easy. 

  His fame had started to spread and it would have been easy for him to 

just set up shop in Capernaum and let people come to him. He could have 

settled in this little village among his friends and become the regional faith 

healer. He would have become famous, he could have become wealthy, and he 

could have lived a comfortable life. That wasn’t why he came BUT it would 

have been really tempting. 

  The problem with his growing fame was that PEOPLE were going to 

start coming to Capernaum to see the miracle man who healed people’s 

diseases. It says that once the word got spread about Peter’s mother-in-law, 

… the whole city was gathered around the door. 

  So, the sick and the possessed were coming to Jesus (and of course, 

other people would have come just to watch the show) which meant that 

Jesus could have easily gotten “trapped” there in Capernaum and the real 

work that he came to do might have been left undone. So, it says that, 

(16) … while it was still very dark, he got up and went out to a  
deserted place, and there he prayed. 

 It sounds like Jesus needed some “alone time.” He needed to think 

through the challenges of his own fame. He needed to find a way to do the 

work that really needed to be done. After all he didn’t come to be a healer of 
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diseases (which was after all only temporary work), he came to usher in the 

Kingdom of God which was going to make an eternal change. 

  So, Jesus put side the temptations and he got ahead of some of the 

other challenges he was facing and he began a Gospel tour. He began to visit 

the towns and villages around the region of Galilee, 

… proclaiming the message in their synagogues  
and casting out demons. 

  Once again, we read through passages like this one and we are 

supposed to ask ourselves what does this mean for me and one of the things 

that we need to remember is that our lives are meant to be an extension of 

the life of Jesus. We are supposed to be like him and we are supposed to 

serve him. This means that we are supposed to do what he was doing. His 

life shows us how we are supposed to live our lives.  

  Jesus went out to proclaim the gospel and we are supposed to go out to 

proclaim the gospel. Jesus faced temptations and challenges and we will face 

temptations and challenges. This doesn’t mean we don’t respond to Jesus’ 

call. This means that we understand that following Jesus won’t always be 

easy and that following Jesus might ask us to set aside our own personal 

comfort. We realize that our lives are complicated BUT serving Jesus is our 

number one priority. 

  John Wesley, who was the founder of Methodism, was famous for 

saying, “THE WORLD IS MY PARISH” and he set that standard for all of his 

followers. We are supposed to understand the entire world is our mission 

field but Wesley didn’t arrive at that understanding right away. Life is 

complicated and even John Wesley needed to experience a growing revelation 

of God’s call upon his life and we should as well. 

  I was visiting a website that is run by a man named James Pedlar 

who is an Assistant Professor of Wesley Studies and Theology at Tyndale 
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Seminary in Toronto, Canada. And he said that there are four John Wesley 

quotes that every Methodist should know AND I agree with him because 

these four quotes highlight Wesley’s spiritual journey. Here are those quotes:  

  Wesley wrote in his journal on January 24, 1738, 

I went to America, to convert the Indians; but oh! who shall convert me?  
who, what is He that will deliver me from this evil heart of mischief?   

I have a fair summer religion. 

  As many of you know, Wesley traveled from England to what is now the 

state of Georgia as a as a pastor to the colonists and as missionary to the 

native and his time there was a total disaster. He came home, basically 

running away from a failed ministry, a failed mission to the Native 

Americans, and a failed romance with a young woman named, Sophie 

Hopkey. This experience taught him that his faith was far shallower than he 

would have liked to believe. This taught him that he wasn’t the man he 

pretended to be. 

  Four months later, Wesley had a transformational experience while he 

was attending a Moravian Bible study meeting at a place on Aldersgate 

Street in London. As someone was reading from Luther’s preface to the 

Epistle to the Romans, the truth of the transforming power of Christ’s death 

and resurrection became real for Wesley in a very personal way, and he found 

the assurance of faith for which he had been searching. 

  On May 24, 1738 he wrote, 

I felt my heart strangely warmed.  I felt I did trust in Christ, 
Christ alone, for salvation; and an assurance was given me that 

He had taken away my sins, even mine, and saved me  
from the law of sin and death. 

  The third quote from Wesley is about his first experience with “field 

preaching.” By nature, Wesley was a conservative high churchman, and 

therefore the idea of preaching in the out-of-doors was disgusting to him. Yet 
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his friend George Whitefield had invited him to the city of Bristol to see the 

great throngs of people who were eager to hear the gospel, and he was 

convinced that he needed to set respectability aside and become in his words 

“more vile” in order to reach people. On April 2, 1739 Wesley wrote, 

At four in the afternoon, I submitted to be more vile, and 
proclaimed in the highways the glad tidings of salvation, 

speaking from a little eminence in a ground adjoining to the city,  
to about three thousand people. 

  From that point on field preaching became a key part of Wesley’s 

ministry and he wrote on June 11, 1739, 

I look upon all the world as my parish; thus far I mean, that in 
whatever part of it I am, I judge it meet, right, and my bounden 

duty to declare unto all that are willing to hear,  
the glad tidings of salvation. 

  Wesley realized that he had to follow Jesus and he called on us to follow 

him. This means that we also may need to take the same steps of faith that 

Wesley took AND understand that we are unworthy of God’s love and 

insufficient for the work that God has called us to do. BUT that our Jesus has 

worked to take away our brokenness and saved us from “the law of sin and 

death.” 

  We need to understand that our Jesus has set us aside and called us 

away from what we’ve always done (and what we’ve always been) and called 

us to proclaim the Good News of new life in Christ. 

  We need to understand that the world is our mission field and that 

“that world” starts right outside these doors 

  WE COME HERE TO PREPARE OURSELVES TO GO OUT THERE. 

Make the decision to start that journey today. 

 


