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Jesus Is Our Leader 

January 28, 2018 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Mark 1:14-20 - The Beginning of the Galilean Ministry 
 14Now after John was arrested, Jesus came to Galilee, proclaiming the good 
news of God, 15and saying, “The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God 
has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.” 
 
Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
 16As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his brother 
Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were (“truly”) fishermen. 17And 
Jesus said to them, “Follow me and I will make you fish for people.” 18And 
immediately they left their nets and followed him. 19As he went a little 
farther, he saw James son of Zebedee and his brother John, who were in their 
boat mending the nets. 20Immediately he called them; and they left their 
father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men, and followed him. 
 

 
Footprints of Jesus 

Sweetly, Lord, have we heard Thee calling, "Come, follow me!" 
And we see where Thy footprints falling lead us to Thee. 

Footprints of Jesus, that make the pathway glow! 
We will follow the steps of Jesus where’re they go. 

Though they lead o'er the cold, dark mountains, seeking His sheep, 
Or along by Siloam's fountains, helping the weak. 

Footprints of Jesus, that make the pathway glow! 
We will follow the steps of Jesus where’re they go. 

If they lead through the temple holy, preaching the Word, 
Or in homes of the poor and lowly, serving the Lord. 

Footprints of Jesus, that make the pathway glow! 
We will follow the steps of Jesus where’re they go. 

  Before we can talk about following Jesus we have to be clear about how 

we make the decision to follow Jesus in the first place. As Jesus began his 
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public ministry, the first message that he proclaimed had to do with the 

Kingdom of God. He said,  

The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God has come near … 

  The Kingdom of God would be that place where God is totally in charge 

and Jesus was saying that the Kingdom was being ushered into our world 

(made real in our world) through the person and work of Jesus himself.  

  In a parallel sort of way, this statement also defines the goal that Jesus 

established for his servants (and that would be us). We are his servants, 

people who have been called out of the world to help Jesus establish his 

Kingdom. So, as we go out among the people we know and we invite them to 

meet Jesus and we invite them to get connected to God’s family (that would 

be the church) we are doing Kingdom work. Kingdom work is meant to be the 

goal of our entire lives. 

  Along with that, because the Kingdom of God “has come near” there are 

two things that we need to do, AND two things that we need to encourage 

other people to do as well. 

  First we need to “repent” which is the Greek word metanoeó 

(μετανοέω) and it means to change your mind and then act on that change. 

This is how the decision to follow Jesus always begins AND what we 

understand is that repentance is never simply an intellectual decision; it’s 

not simply a recognition that something needs to be different. It is that 

transformational decision to step away from what we were and begin to live a 

new way BECAUSE we have begun to see our lives (and the entire world) 

differently. 

  Jesus came into the world to call us to think differently about 

everything we see and hear and touch. He came to move us to think 

differently about our lives and about our resources and then begin to use 
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all that we have been given (time, talents & money) differently; to help usher 

in the Kingdom of God. 

  This means that faith can never be simply a spectator sport. Are you 

listening? Faith can never be simply a spectator sport and once we recognize 

that God has called us away from the lives we’ve lived before, we need to 

make our faith in him practical. That is why once we’ve repented (made the 

change) we need to (in the words of Jesus) BELIEVE. 

  But, this is another one of those places where we have a linguistic 

problem because for many of us when we hear the word “believe” we 

understand it in a very passive sense. We tend to think of it as an intellectual 

acknowledgement of a truth when the word in Greek, pisteuó (πιστεύω) 

has the definite sense that we are moving forward in our lives with a new 

CONFIDENCE; a new certainty in God. Believing means we move forward 

confident that God will direct us and use us for the Kingdom’s good. This 

means that there cannot be any believing without a willingness to follow 

AND (CONVERSELY) there is no following without believing. 

  I know that some of you have gotten the impression that this is the only 

message that I have to offer and I apologize if you have been bored to tears by 

this repetition over the last 7 ½ years BUT the reality is that THIS IS THE 

MESSAGE.  

  All of the changes we might make in our personal behavior; all of the 

sacrifices we might make to help our neighbors; all of decisions we might 

make about our personal morality; all of the passion we might express to 

make changes in our culture, ALL need to find their motivation somewhere. 

AND our motivation (and our passion) come from our lives being touched and 

transformed by the living Jesus. All of the good we do in the world should be 

an extension of our decision to believe. So, yes, this is the message and until 
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we embrace it and apply it to our lives we will never be or do what God 

wants. AND I will feel obligated to continue to preach this message until 

everyone who hears it finds new life in Christ. 

  The message that “Jesus loves you” is wonderful BUT it is really 

primarily for non-believers. The message for those of who already understand 

that Jesus loves us and have decided to believe is “follow.” 

  So, just to be clear again; what we do here was never meant to be 

simply EDUCATIONAL. We should indeed be learning new things but 

information without some sort of application is a dead end. When we come 

into these conversations and we learn something new about who God is 

calling us to BE, then we have to begin to struggle with how we will live that 

information out in our everyday lives. Learning is meant to drive us to 

REPENTANCE and the repentance should move us to BELIEVE even more. 

  What we do here should never be thought of as ENTERTAINMENT. 

Now, when I say that I understand that everything we do here needs to be at 

least marginally entertaining (at least thought of as interesting) BECAUSE 

we have been schooled to believe that if something isn’t entertaining (or in 

Christian lingo we might use the word “inspiring”) then we don’t feel like we 

have to pay attention. We have all (to a certain degree) become addicted to 

pleasure and we have a tendency to evaluate things on how good they make 

us feel. BUT we need to understand that some of the most meaningful 

spiritual conversations we will have will never be described as entertaining 

or inspiring. Sometimes the things we need to wrestle with (the things that 

will have the most impact on our lives) will be CONVICTING or SHAMING 

or EMBARRASSING. We are not here to be affirmed. We are here to be 

transformed. 
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  The heart and soul of the faith is relational. Jesus came to capture our 

hearts and until he owns us (lock, stock and barrel) we do not belong to him 

which is why the beginning of this conversation will always begin with 

REPENT and BELIEVE. “Turn around” and “believe in the good news.” 

  “Lock, stock and barrel” is the whole thing. Not just part of it but the 

whole thing. We need to buy into the whole thing. Once we have repented 

and believed then we have no choice but to follow.  

  The word “follow” in the Greek New Testament is “akoloutheó“ 

(ἀκολουθέω) which literally means to make a different path (a new path) our 

“primary” path. We are being called to begin to live a new life; a new life in 

Christ. 

  Now before we skip over it, I want to stop on verse 16 for just a moment 

because I don’t want you to miss the point of what it is actually saying and I 

don’t want you to miss the opportunity to apply what it teaches to your life.  

  The English translation of verse 16 says this, 

As Jesus passed along the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon and his  
brother Andrew casting a net into the sea—for they were fishermen. 

  We read verse sixteen as if it says, of course they were casting a net 

into the sea because they were fisherman and that’s what fishermen do BUT 

there is a small Greek word that is part of the phrase,  

… for they were fishermen. 

… that I want you to hear just a bit differently. In this phrase there is the 

Greek word “gar” (γὰρ) which means “indeed” or “truly.” So, I believe 

that what we are supposed to hear in this phrase is that these people weren’t 

just out fishing for sport. This was not their “recreation,” this was their 

“occupation.”  They were not turning away from something that was a part of 

their lives; they were turning away from their entire lives. They were “truly” 

fishermen who decided to make a change. 
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  Following Jesus wouldn’t be just a side job it would be a permanent 

career change and it would be who they were as they moved forward NO 

MATTER WHAT THEY DID TO EARN A LIVING. This is what it means to 

follow Jesus. This is what it means for US to follow Jesus. Do you hear what 

I’m saying? 

  What this also means is that people were going to see that these men 

who were fishermen were willing to give up that one thing that made them 

who they were and begin to do something different. They would end up being 

servants, not because they were raised to be servants, BUT because Jesus 

taught them to serve. They would become preachers, not because they were 

schooled in preaching, BUT because Jesus would inspire them to speak. They 

would become teachers, not because they were trained to be teachers, BUT 

because Jesus would fill them with wisdom that they were compelled to 

share. They would do all of these things because Jesus would make it happen. 

  The last piece of this conversation has to do with “when.” When should I 

begin to follow? 

  In the call of the first disciples the response was “immediate.”  

And immediately they left their nets … Mark 1:18 

… AND I think we have a tendency to assume that these first disciples 

responded immediately because they were somehow different then we are. 

AND I ALSO think we unconsciously want to make these first twelve 

FOLLOWERS different then WE ARE because then we can weave that into a 

whole series of excuses for why we don’t give our lives to the work of Jesus in 

that same way. We always seem to come up with other things that need to be 

taken care of first and the list just gets longer and longer. 
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  The practical problem for us is that if we don’t respond in some way 

“immediately” that we will forget or talk ourselves out of it or get distracted 

by something that we think is more “important.” 

  When Jesus calls us we don’t have to have all of the details of our call 

clearly laid out BUT we have to have decided that we are willing to go 

wherever Jesus wants us to go and go whenever Jesus wants that to happen. 

  When I first gave my life to Jesus, I was fairly clear that I would be 

serving him in some way BUT it took a couple of years for me to clarify that I 

was being called into pastoral ministry. I think this is how it works for most 

of us. We give ourselves to Jesus, we start to follow immediately and he 

clarifies what the work will be as we move forward. As we used to say, “Even 

God can’t steer a parked car.” 

  So, what I’m saying is that I wouldn’t SUGGEST THAT you GO HOME 

AND THINK ABOUT following Jesus OR that you take time TO look at your 

CALENDAR and figure out when you are truly available to follow Jesus. You 

need to decide right now that you are going to follow Jesus. AND you need to 

begin to ask the people you trust the most (the people who know you the best) 

what it is that they believe God wants you to specifically do for him. 

  We respond because it is important and it should be so important that it 

supersedes anything that we have already scheduled in our lives. Like those 

first disciples, WE SHOULD BE MAKING A PRIORITY CHANGE; 

beginning to walk a new path following Jesus TODAY. 

Stepping in The Light 

Trying to walk in the steps of the Savior, 
Trying to follow our Savior and King; 

Shaping our lives by His blessed example, 
Happy, how happy, the songs that we bring. 

Chorus: 
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How beautiful to walk in the steps of the Savior, 
Stepping in the light, stepping in the light; 

How beautiful to walk in the steps of the Savior, 
Led in paths of light. 

Pressing more closely to Him who is leading, 
When we are tempted to turn from the way; 
Trusting the arm that is strong to defend us, 

Happy, how happy, our praises each day.  

Walking in footsteps of gentle forbearance, 
Footsteps of faithfulness, mercy and love, 

Looking to Him for the grace freely promised, 
Happy, how happy, our journey above.  


