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John 1:43-51 
43The next day Jesus decided to go to Galilee. He found Philip and said to 
him, “Follow me.” 44Now Philip was from Bethsaida, the city of Andrew and 
Peter. 45Philip found Nathanael and said to him, “We have found him about 
whom Moses in the law and also the prophets wrote, Jesus son of Joseph 
from Nazareth.” 46Nathanael said to him, “Can anything good come out of 
Nazareth?” Philip said to him, “Come and see.” 47When Jesus saw Nathanael 
coming toward him, he said of him, “Here is truly an Israelite in whom there 
is no deceit!” 48Nathanael asked him, “Where did you get to know me?” Jesus 
answered, “I saw you under the fig tree before Philip called you.” 49Nathanael 
replied, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God! You are the king of Israel!” 50Jesus 
answered, “Do you believe because I told you that I saw you under the fig 
tree? You will see greater things than these.” 51And he said to him, “Very 
truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened and the angels of God ascending 
and descending upon the Son of Man.” 
 

This morning we encounter the last of three passages where people 

recognize Jesus as the Son of God. It is a fitting lesson for Epiphany, for an 

“ah ha” moment. 

The first “ah ha” is when John sees Jesus coming to be baptized, he 

announces “Here is the Lamb of God ….” 

In the second “ah ha” John again announces:  “Look, here is the Lamb of 

God …” and Andrew will find his brother Peter and tell him: “We have found 

the Messiah ….” 

This morning, Philip will be invited to follow Jesus and goes and gets 

Nathanael and says, “We have found him about whom Moses in the law and 

also the prophets wrote ….” 

But even more than an “ah ha” moment, I invite you to reflect on how 

people in this first chapter of John respond to Jesus and then extend that 

response to yourselves. 



Because here’s where it gets interesting; and here is where we get to 

identify with those biblical people.   

For those of you who don’t recognize Nathanael as one of the original 

12, scholars tell us that Nathanael and Bartholomew were the same person. 

And when it came to names and followers in biblical times, the stories 

tend to be about men, so for all the United Methodist Women who have made 

this service their own this morning, I should probably apologize.   

However, I would also offer, that the stories about failures in following 

Jesus also tend not to be about women.  So perhaps we can just enjoy Jesus’ 

call in all our lives and understand that we respond or fail to respond to 

Jesus in ways that are universally human. 

After THREE “ah ha’s” in recognizing Jesus, after Philip goes to find 

Nathanael with the good news that the person they have been looking for and 

waiting for has been found, Nathanael gets negative. 

Where is the “ah ha?”  Where is the Good News?  Where is the “I want 

to see and follow Jesus” response? 

Sort of sounds like the church, like us from time to time; and for a really 

goofy reason.  

Nathanael doesn’t think anything good can come from Nazareth. He 

hears Jesus is the son of Joseph of Nazareth and says: “Can anything good 

come out of Nazareth?” 

So a preconceived notion of a place and a people keeps Nathanael from 

recognizing the Son of God? 

How often do we make that mistake?  How often do our own ideas of 

what people are like keep us from responding to God’s call to serve in our 

lives? 

Philip, one of the lesser known apostles, shines here.  He responds:  

“Come and see.” He is invitational; sort of like all women are automatically 



part of UMW.  All are invited to “come and see.”  Actually pastors are also 

part of UMW.  Perhaps this makes Pastor John the token nod to inclusivity? 

What’s important is that Philip does not turn his back on Nathanael 

and dismiss him as one missing an opportunity. Despite Nathanael’s 

attitude, he is invited along to see for himself 

I think we often miss the opportunity to be like Philip. When it comes to 

recognizing Jesus in our lives, or offering Jesus’ love and care to others in our 

lives, we are easily put off. 

But Philip has been called by Jesus with the words: “Follow me.” And 

while he may not be abandoning a fishing business, he responds by getting 

Nathanael to also follow. He is willing and ready to go. And he wants 

company.   

I would offer you that following Jesus is an individual as well as 

corporate adventure; adventure, not just venture.  As we follow Jesus, who 

knows who we will meet, who we will have the opportunity to serve, how 

following will change each of us? 

But we have to decide, are we Philip or are we Nathanael? 

Here’s the good news.   

Jesus sees Nathanael coming toward him. Here’s the part that 

Nathanael will just accept and we should feel awestruck about: Jesus is all 

knowing. Even being all knowing, knowing Nathanael completely, warts and 

all, Jesus responds the way we often wish we would have. Jesus doesn’t 

dismiss, doesn’t blame, and doesn’t even criticize. He offers a positive 

statement by saying: “here is truly an Israelite in whom there is no deceit!” 

An honest man, this is a compliment. My first Bible, the Revised Standard 

Version, used the word guile. No guile. No cunning. No treachery; 

trustworthy. 

Jesus, who knows all about us, still loves us anyway.   



So we have Nathanael honest, forth right, blunt, opinionated; and 

dismissive of someone from Nazareth. We, naturally, would never be 

Nathanaels. 

Jesus knows Nathanael’s abilities and shortcomings. He remains in love 

with Nathanael. The question for Nathanael will be: can Nathanael remain 

in love with Jesus? It remains a question for us also. 

And then, Nathanael questions Jesus. Questions the Son of God! He 

challenges Jesus with the words: “Where did you get to know me?” 

Once again, Jesus doesn’t blame or criticize. He answers: “I saw you 

under the fig tree before Philip called you.” Jesus affirms that as all knowing, 

he knew Nathanael before even meeting him. Whether we choose to meet 

Jesus or not, Jesus knows us also. 

Nathanael FINALLY gets a clue, saying: “Rabbi, you are the Son of 

God!” “Ah ha!” 

Only now, does Jesus offer a challenge and a promise: “Do you believe 

because I told you I saw you under a fig tree? You will see greater things than 

these.” And Jesus cinches his words with a reference that an Israelite would 

immediately understand: “Very truly, I tell you, you will see heaven opened 

and the angels of God ascending and descending upon the Son of Man.” 

This is reference to the story of Jacob’s ladder and would have affirmed 

Nathanael’s” ah ha,” his epiphany moment. 

What does this have to do with us? 

First, the original followers of Jesus didn’t always get it right. But they 

did get flashes. That’s good news for us. I offer that each of us has had flashes 

in our lives with God. Flashes of being so certain God was present, available.  

Each of us has been Philip. 

I also offer that each of us has also had times of doubt. Each of us has 

been Nathanael. 



But we have all these wonderful biblical stories of real people who kept 

following, kept trying, kept responding to Jesus in their lives. They didn’t 

always get it right, but they kept at it. 

If Jesus is to be relevant to us, we too, must keep at it. If we truly 

believe in Jesus, we must trust Jesus to know us and to lead us to His 

service. We must keep responding to this all knowing person and God in our 

lives. 

Our stories of United Methodist Women should be a testament to people 

who kept at it! At one time they couldn’t be in leadership roles in the church, 

so they became the women of the church, serving, answering God’s call in 

their lives while not having a vote in the life of the church. 

If we are to be transformed by our belief and our response to Jesus, we 

must allow ourselves to respond, to serve where we feel called, whether it’s 

an easy service or not. 

Our hymns today show faithful responses to Jesus. It is my hope that 

today’s music will inspire us to love and serve Jesus in ways we may not fully 

understand, but in ways that offer transformation in our lives. 

I offer you this simple story: A friend got a call to serve some children in 

her church. She said no. She was busy. Then it occurred to her that she 

wasn’t the only busy person in the church and that she really could rearrange 

her plans to help these children. So she called the church and said she had 

rearranged her schedule to serve.   

This service, this response, became a defining moment in her walk with 

Jesus. She had a great time. She made a new friend. She left her comfort 

zone and felt closer to Jesus. Her service may not have been earth shaking; it 

was however, for her, transformative. 

May each of us offer ourselves to Jesus, believing that we too will be 

transformed. AMEN. 


