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1 Chronicles 11:1-4 (NLT) 
1:1Then all Israel went to David at Hebron and told him, "We are all members of 
your family. 2For a long time, even while Saul was our king, you were the one 
who really led Israel. And the Lord your God has told you, `you will be the 
shepherd of my people Israel. You will be their leader.'" 3So there at Hebron 
David made a covenant with the leaders of Israel before the Lord. They 
anointed him king of Israel, just as the Lord had promised through Samuel. 
4Then David and all Israel went to Jerusalem (or Jebus, as it used to be called), 
where the Jebusites, original inhabitants of the land, lived.  
 
  The story of King David is really a conversation about promises made, 

failure and then restoration. AND it actually fits into the lives we live today 

BECAUSE we are also people who have a tendency to make promises, break 

promises and then need to find a way to begin again.  

  In David’s story, God and David agreed to a fairly simple covenant. David 

promised to lead God’s people FAITHFULLY (WHICH IS THE KEY WORD 

HERE) and GOD promised that God would “establish the throne of David’s 

kingdom forever.” 

  This particular agreement didn’t exactly work out the way it was 

supposed to because David wasn’t willing to follow through ON THE being 

FAITHFUL PART. His intentions might have been good but he wasn’t always 

willing to listen to God and because of that he made a number of bad choices 

AND as we know bad choices always have consequences. 

  One of the things about David’s story (that often gets missed) is the 

presumption that even though David made a number of choices that moved him 

(AND HIS PEOPLE) away from God that (simply because he made a bad 

choice) it didn’t mean that he didn’t love God ANYMORE. In fact, his deep 
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passion for God IS often reflected in writings LIKE PSALM 103, a psalm of 

David. 

1:1Praise the lord, I tell myself; with my whole heart, I will praise his holy name. 
2Praise the lord, I tell myself, and never forget the good things he does for me. 

3He forgives all my sins and heals all my diseases. 4He ransoms me from death 
and surrounds me with love and tender mercies. 

Psalms 103:1-4 (NLT) 

  In his own head, David loved God AND even though David didn’t always 

listen to God’s DIRECTION, I don’t believe that he would have ever said that 

he didn’t trust God. After all there were times when he showed that he was 

willing to place his life and HIS future in God’s hands. BUT to be fair, most OF 

those times WERE times of crisis and it always SEEMS TO BE easier for all of 

us to trust God when you have nowhere else to go. 

  So, we might say that David’s experiences had fooled him into believing 

that he was more faithful than he actually was. There’s a sense in which 

David’s image of his faith was “dis-connected” from the reality of his faith. AND 

it’s at this point THAT I think David’s story sounds a lot like our story. 

  Like David we are covenant people. We give our lives to Jesus and he 

saves us from our sin. AND he uses us to reach the world WITH THIS GOOD 

NEWS of forgiveness and eternal life. BUT, like David, we get distracted by the 

things that are immediate. We tend to live in the moment and we fool ourselves 

into thinking that because our covenant WITH God is about eternal things 

(future things) that we can always make up for what we do today. It’s almost as 

if we give ourselves permission to do what we want to do NOW because we 

believe that we will have all kinds of time to make it right again.  

  So, like David, we unintentionally choose career over kingdom and 

pleasure over providence. Like David, we find ourselves choosing the 

momentary over the eternal. 
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  We all understand that choices have consequences so when David chose to 

put off what God wanted so that he could do what he wanted, his decisions 

changed things. 

  David’s family was meant to be a dynasty of earthly kings but that never 

happened. He was succeeded by his son, Solomon. And Solomon built a temple 

for God (just as God had said he would) and the temple became a symbol and a 

constant reminder that God was with his people all of the time But even 

Solomon (with all of his wisdom) got distracted by the immediate and he drifted 

from his relationship with God. AND because choices have consequences, 

following Solomon’s reign the kingdom of Israel split into two pieces and ten of 

the twelve tribes of Israel faded into history and at least some of that was 

David’s fault. 

  So, if we want to learn something from the life of David (and we should), 

we might decide that we need to pause (not just once a year, but) consistently 

and think through who we are as God’s covenant people what that will mean for 

how we live our lives every day. 

  Some people have gotten the impression that if they join the church that 

they are being given some kind of special dispensation; as if church 

membership is all about privilege and has no responsibility. Some assume that 

once they’ve joined up that they can do whatever they want and as long as their 

name is on the roll they will somehow be exempted from judgment; from the 

consequences. David should be a reminder to us this just isn’t so. 

  We have been called to let Jesus be in charge of our entire lives which is 

what the church is; a gathering of people who’ve been called out of the world to 

serve Jesus with their entire lives. We can’t just put on our Christianity like a 

coat and take off when it becomes inconvenient. Our faith should be woven into 

every atom of our being. We should never be able to turn it off or set it aside. 
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  This is what we are trying to help our young people understand. it isn’t a 

class you take. It isn’t a day you can schedule; it is a decision to give our lives 

away and to die if necessary in order to serve Jesus. 

  There are people to reach; people inside and outside the church who 

haven’t a clue what it means to trust Jesus with their lives and in many cases 

they are paying the price of their ignorance. 

  I’d like it if we could find just a few more people who would be willing to 

emotionally and spiritually pick up the mantel that the people of Israel laid 

down; to care about people enough to tell them the Good News about Jesus. 

  Most of us have learned to do church but never given ourselves to 

trusting Jesus. Many people on the outside have learned to hate “church” and 

have never understood that what we are celebrating and trying to model in our 

lives is a relationship with the living Jesus that challenges us to sacrifice the 

immediate for the eternal. 

  This means that pretty much every one of us needs to be re-trained. Every 

one of us needs to hear the Good News. Every one of us needs to surrender a 

little bit more of our lives to this Jesus who changes us and then changes the 

world through us. We have a huge amount of work to do which is why we are 

here today. 

  Today we are affirming (some of us for the first time) or reaffirming once 

again our desire to be in a covenant relationship with the living God. Once 

again, we are recognizing our brokenness and our failure and we are choosing 

to be faithful people; God’s faithful people. AND we will continue to choose 

again tomorrow and the day after that and the day after that. This will now be 

who we are. 

  What we do today can be a transformational moment in your life; let God 

work in you. 


