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God Is All We Need 

October 22, 2017 

By Pastor John Wells 

   
Genesis 11:1-9: The Tower of Babel 
 11:1Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. 2And as they 
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and 
settled there. 3And they said to one another, “Come, let us make bricks, and 
burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen for mortar. 
4Then they said, “Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a tower with 
its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves; otherwise 
we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.” 5The LORD came 
down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had built. 6And the LORD 
said, “Look, they are one people, and they have all one language; and this is 
only the beginning of what they will do; nothing that they propose to do will 
now be impossible for them. 7Come, let us go down, and confuse their language 
there, so that they will not understand one another’s speech.” 
 8So the LORD scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the 
earth, and they left off building the city. 9Therefore it was called Babel, because 
there the LORD confused the language of all the earth; and from there the LORD 
scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth. 
  
  

  I just recently read that the number of Facebook monthly users has 

surpassed the number of the followers of Islam, and is closing in on the number 

of people who profess to be followers of Jesus. The Pew Research Center reports 

that there are approximately 2.3 billion Christians in the world and 

approximately 1.8 billion followers of Islam. Facebook now reports that it has 

2.01 billion monthly active users worldwide and that it is growing faster than 

any established religion. Facebook is expecting to increase its global user base 

by 22% each year which means that the number of Facebook users will exceed 

the number of Christians in the next two years. 



 

2 

  Facebook CEO, Mark Zuckerberg, believes his platform could fill the 

void left behind by the decline of both religious and civil communities 

in the US AND (even though this is sort of a tangent to our conversation) I 

think we might want to pause for a moment and reflect on what Mr. 

Zuckerberg’s statement says to us as one of those declining religious 

communities. 

  Churches in the United States have been in decline for the past couple 

of decades. Back in the not too distant past, churches were the social 

centers of their communities. I have served congregations that had 

buildings that were built in the 1930’s and 1940’s that included 

gymnasiums so that people could come and play basketball and 

shuffleboard and they had complete stages so that churches could put on 

actual theatrical productions.  

  These were the kinds of programs that Churches regularly offered as 

a way of inviting people in so that they could share with them the Good 

News of forgiveness and new life in Christ. The programs themselves were 

not the ultimate goal; they were part of a process that invited people to 

meet Jesus. 

  We also tend to forget that Sunday School was originally started in 

the 1800’s as a program that (on the surface) would teach children who had 

no opportunity to go to school how to read. BUT since they used the Bible as 

their curriculum, it also gave those churches an opportunity to evangelize 

those children. It was a program that was intensely practical and intensely 

spiritual all at the same time. Children were taught to read because we 

cared about them and their future; they were taught to read stories about 

Jesus because we cared enough to want them to understand how much God 

loved them. 
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  All of those programs have now been taken over by schools and 

community organizations. The Church began to lose its major outreach 

programs BUT we were OK for a while because as recently as the 1960’s 

and the 1970’s people came to Church because they thought that everyone 

needed to believe in God and that attending Church was what “good people” 

did. 

  Today, we live in a world where most people think of Jesus as a story 

book character and they think of the church as just one of the many nice 

options they have for how they might spend their time. People today have 

been taught that “good people” don’t have to go to church anymore and they 

have also learned that what we offer on a Sunday morning doesn’t have the 

same entertainment value as many of the other programs we are competing 

against; which means that we now inhabit the bottom of most people’s list 

of nice things to do. 

  Since we aren’t bringing people here we don’t have opportunities to 

invite them to meet Jesus and because people aren’t being invited to meet 

Jesus we are not making any new disciples. Old disciples die off and there 

is no one to replace them, which is why the church continues to be in 

decline. Facebook has apparently taken advantage of this spiritual vacuum 

that has appeared in our world.  

  The other thing that we need to remember is that the Christian 

church is still the only group in our society that offers a personal and life 

changing relationship with the living Jesus. And by pausing to reflect on 

the successes of groups like Facebook and Twitter and Instagram, it’s 

possible that we might be able to get a clearer sense of how we can best 

reach people who live in the 21st century. AND then come up with new ways 

to communicate the Good News of forgiveness and new life in Christ. 
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  I want you to think about it.  

  BUT the real reason I began THIS CONVERSATION ABOUT THE 

TOWER OF BABEL BY TALKING ABOUT Facebook is that Facebook could be 

a modern parallel to this Old Testament story.  

  For most of us, Facebook is SIMPLY a way for us to connect and stay 

connected with people we wouldn’t normally see on a year-to-year basis. It gives 

us the opportunity to post pictures we want to share and to talk about changes 

in our lives (like the birth of our grandchildren). Most of us tend to use 

Facebook purely for socialization BUT we all know people who USE 

FACEBOOK FOR FAR LESS NOBLE REASONS. Some use Facebook to 

promote their own religious or political agenda. Others have found in Facebook 

the perfect vehicle for trying to extort money from the unsuspecting or to steal 

people’s personal information. 

  This is possible because Facebook creates a false sense of anonymity. 

People have the impression that they can do what they want and say what they 

want and that no one will see them. They get to take advantage of people from 

a distance. We experience that same phenomenon every day when people call 

our phones and try to convince us that there’s something wrong with our 

computers or that we have a vehicle that is out of warranty. These are people 

who try to steal from us without ever having to look us in the face. 

  But the most frightening thing about a tool like Facebook is that it has 

the potential to create a false sense of community.  

  We join this online “club” and we invite our quote/unquote “friends” to join 

our “family” which gives some people the feeling that they have hundreds of 

people who share their outlook on life and their opinions on various subjects. 

It’s almost like joining an electronic gang. And when you’re with your “gang,” 

you have a false sense of power and you feel the freedom to say things you 
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wouldn’t say to a person’s face. The irony here is that Facebook has the word 

“face” in its title but the reality is that when you are talking to other people you 

are not looking them in the face; you don’t have to see their pain or their 

confusion or their fear. This gives people the opportunity to be sarcastic and 

critical and downright nasty and never have to deal with the fallout.  

  Now, I know that this might be kind of a leap BUT it struck me that this 

sense of power that comes from being part of a “gang” (even an artificial, 

electronic gang like Facebook) is similar to the problem that is represented in 

the Old Testament story of the Tower of Babel.  

  In Genesis 11 we have a group of people who (because of their particular 

situation) were developing this sense that they could do anything they wanted. 

They also had a false sense of power and they pushed it to an extreme. 

  The story of the Tower of Babel is about more than simply a bunch of 

people who built a big tower and about how God came down and “confused their 

language” so they couldn’t communicate with each other.  

  This is a story of false power and inappropriate pride and a gathering of 

people who thought that they were able to take God’s place. 

  If you remember, earlier in Genesis, God judged humanity and as part of 

their punishment they were forced to move to the East. He expelled Adam and 

Eve from the Garden of Eden to live in the East and then later after Cain killed 

his brother Abel, he was also forced to settle “east of Eden” in the land of Nod. 

  But here in this story we see the people moving back toward the west 

again, reversing God’s judgment (11:2). This picture of them moving west and 

all settled down together in the same valley was also counter to God’s command 

to both Adam and Eve to and to Noah to fill the whole earth. 

… be fruitful and multiply, abound on the earth and multiply in it. 
Genesis 9:7 
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  They were being disobedient to God. 

  The other thing we need to understand is that the structure they were 

building was more than just a tower.  

  Scholars believe it was a ziggurat, a construction that was “used for 

worship” and was “similar in profile to the step pyramids of Egypt.” People in 

these ancient cultures believed that the gods lived in high places, which is why 

so many worship spots were located on hills or mountains. They believe that 

being on these “high” places brought them closer to their gods. Now, since these 

people were in a valley or plain, they built the ziggurat as a substitute for a 

mountain. So either the people wanted to manipulate god to come down to their 

level, or they wanted to build a tower that would allow them to be like God. In 

either case, these people were suggesting that they wanted to USE God rather 

than serve God. 

  So, God stepped into this story for two distinct but related reasons. First, 

he needed to remind the people that they were not God and that they needed to 

trust Him and obey His directions. AND second, he wanted them to do what he 

had commanded both Adam and Eve and Noah to do; to multiply and fill the 

earth with people. This was also a critical part of God’s plan to redeem all of his 

broken creation. 

  God was planning to create a covenant people; people who would be part 

of God’s plan for healing the brokenness that had entered his creation with 

Adam and Eve. BUT in order for this to happen, he needed people and he 

needed people who would listen to him. We see that plan beginning to unfold in 

Chapter twelve with the story of Abraham (and that’s where the story is 

headed). 
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  So at the core of this conversation is the understanding that God wanted 

to heal his creation and that he required faithful people in order to carry out his 

plan. 

  The problem is that too often we “gang” up like the people around this 

tower. We gather people around ourselves whom we perceive share our ideas 

and opinions which have the potential for creating the misperception that we 

have more power than we actual do. This perceived power does the same thing 

in our lives that we see happening on Facebook and in this story of the Tower of 

Babel. We can find ourselves doing things or taking stands or saying things 

that we would never do or say if we were by ourselves. 

  Most of us experienced this same kind of phenomenon in HIGH SCHOOL. 

Maybe this doesn’t happen anymore but everyone in my High School class of 

250 was ASSOCIATED by choice or by designation WITH some sort of A 

CLIQUE. Some found comfort in that because it meant that they belonged 

(somewhere).  BUT, the negative potential was always that they would use 

their connection and their perception of power as a way of “lording” over other 

people. Their association created a false perception that they were better than 

they were (better than other people) and in many cases they made life 

miserable for the people around them. 

  We see this same thing HAPPENING IN OUR world TODAY. The news 

outlets are being inundated with stories of Harvey Weinstein (an entertainment 

mogul) who was part of a system that used power and influence to abuse 

hundreds of people. Most of the negative press is about Mr. Weinstein but the 

reality is that he didn’t get to that place alone. There was a culture created that 

condoned and even encouraged that kind of behavior. This is what false power 

does in some people’s lives. 
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  So the most obvious lesson for us today is to make sure that we NEVER 

become like those people on the “plain in the land of Shinar.” Jesus has called 

us to turn over our lives to his control; to turn away from our pride and to give 

up our power so that Jesus can be Lord over our lives. We are called out of the 

world to be servants; slaves of the most high God. BUT we have to understand 

that our natural tendency is to “gang” up and find our “clique” so that we can 

act like we have power. This is the sin of the people of the tower. 

  Too often we think of “church” as a religious school; as a place where we 

come to learn more about our faith. Learning about who we are as followers of 

Jesus is important BUT the primary reason we are here is to learn to 

SURRENDER everything we have to the control of our God. We are here to 

allow the presence and power of the Holy Spirit (AND this congregation) to 

transform our lives.  

  God is not our cosmic servant AND we cannot educate ourselves into the 

Kingdom. We step into God’s family when we allow ourselves to be adopted and 

we turn our lives over to God’s direction. 

  I often refer to the story of that moment in my life when I surrendered my 

life to Jesus. I had been in church my entire life and I knew the stories probably 

as well as anyone else in the congregation. BUT knowing the stories and 

knowing when to stand up and sit down and being able to pray the Lord’s 

prayer and say the Apostles’ Creed weren’t really touching my life. 

  It wasn’t until I made the decision to lay everything down at Jesus’ feet 

that my life changed and my world changed and my career changed BUT most 

importantly MY HEART CHANGED. We are here to learn to LOVE Jesus with 

all of our heart, soul, mind and strength. This is not just empty an empty 

phrase; not just some religious litany. This is the goal to which we aspire. 

  IT IS TIME FOR US ALL TO SURRENDER. 


