
The Throne in Heaven 

August 13, 2017 

By Pastor Karen Klatt 

 
Revelation 4:1-11 
4:1After this I looked, and there in heaven a door stood open! And the first 
voice, which I had heard speaking to me like a trumpet, said, “Come up here, 
and I will show you what must take place after this.” 2At once I was in the 
spirit, and there in heaven stood a throne, with one seated on the throne! 3And 
the one seated there looks like jasper and carnelian, and around the throne is 
a rainbow that looks like an emerald. 4Around the throne are twenty-four 
thrones, and seated on the thrones are twenty-four elders, dressed in white 
robes, with golden crowns on their heads. 5Coming from the throne are flashes 
of lightning, and rumblings and peals of thunder, and in front of the throne 
burn seven flaming torches, which are the seven spirits of God; 6and in front of 
the throne there is something like a sea of glass, like crystal. 
 Around the throne, and on each side of the throne, are four living creatures, 
full of eyes in front and behind: 7the first living creature like a lion, the second 
living creature like an ox, the third living creature with a face like a human 
face, and the fourth living creature like a flying eagle. 8And the four living 
creatures, each of them with six wings, are full of eyes all around and inside. 
Day and night without ceasing they sing, 

“Holy, holy, holy, 
the Lord God the Almighty, 

who was and is and is to come.” 
 9And whenever the living creatures give glory and honor and thanks to the 
one who is seated on the throne, who lives forever and ever, 10the twenty-four 
elders fall before the one who is seated on the throne and worship the one who 
lives forever and ever; they cast their crowns before the throne, singing, 

11“You are worthy, our Lord and God, 
to receive glory and honor and power, 

for you created all things, 
and by your will they existed and were created.” 

 
Introduction:  Revelation is attributed to the Apostle John. 

For the next FOUR weeks we will be in the Book of Revelation.  And, 

hopefully, that will do two things. 

First, allow us a little encountered glimpse of this book in light of the 

gospel and all that God has done for us through Jesus. 



And second, get the Book of Revelation out of our systems 

This is one of those books of the Bible that fascinates, confuses and for us 

will now confront.  It is a preacher’s dream and nightmare. 

So, let’s be brave and encounter this material.  It is not censored.  It is 

not socially unacceptable.  And it is part of our inspired body of sacred 

scripture. And I would hope that as we encounter these next four lessons, we 

do so in light of our desire to encounter Jesus in our lives. 

We begin the lesson with an invitation:  “Come up here!”  All the 

visionary had to do was look up.   

Heavenly worship begins with an invitation; a call to worship. 

The previous chapter was made up of messages, letters, to churches. 

Now we have a call to worship.  Think of our opening hymn, one of my 

favorites. 

Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty!  When sung there is an eagerness 

to encounter and praise God; an invitation to worship.  And each verse begins 

with these same words: Holy, holy, holy!  Lord God Almighty! 

How often are you and I so overcome we can’t help but sing?  I ask 

because that is how ecstatic the creatures in the book of Revelation will be as 

they worship. 

There’s a compelling and attractive alternation in the Book of 

Revelation.  The scenes on earth and in heaven alternate reminding us of the 

Old Testament prophets. 

This morning we will have the heavenly scene of worship of God as 

creator. Next week, we’ll tune in for worship again. 

And in the meantime we can remember that prophecy, as its best comes 

from the worship of God. 

You and I may not worship in such visions and ecstasy.  You and I may 

not have these magnificent flights.  



But if we suspend our rational minds a bit, can we imagine heaven.  Can 

we move into a magnificent and beautiful personification of the triune God as 

“one seated on a throne?” 

Because it’s a magnificent scene, there is a throne; a royal throne.  Not a 

chair, but a throne.  The one on the throne is seated, surrounded by jewels.   

This is even better than the immigrants’ image of an America with 

streets paved with gold.  I’ve often wondered if that image was taken from this 

passage, from a time when people actually knew the biblical stories and 

perhaps took them literally. 

If our statue of liberty was meant to be welcoming, the invitation to 

“Come up here,” is an invitation into the very presence of God. 

In this presence there is the image of jewels and a throne and it is an 

image of glory and it is into this glory that we are all invited.   

The jasper is to remind us of translucence, like our opals of today.  In the 

Book of Exodus, jasper was part of the high priest’s breastplate.  The carnelian 

is a deep red jewel, suggesting fire.  The emerald rainbow reminds us of the 

promise of eternal life as well as the promise to Noah and his descendants.   

These are the promises surrounding and emanating from the one on the 

throne. 

It doesn’t end there. Surrounding the throne are two groups of 12, one for 

the 12 tribes of Israel and one for the 12 apostles.  These are our biblical 

royalty. They were also ordinary people, people like you and I.   

They are all dressed as those who have come through great conflict and 

all sorts of commotion is coming from this throne of judgment. 

The Holy Spirit is there as the seven spirits and the sea of glass lets the 

throne be seen from underneath, from below. 

It is into this that the Apostle John is invited. As John looks at the 

magnificence of this scene, he is also privy to the magnificence of the continual 

worship. 



Ezekiel and Isaiah have nothing on John with the images of the four 

living creatures. We’ve been given the four corners of the earth, the all-seeing 

eyes, the lion of strength, the ox of service, the human of intelligence and the 

eagle of high spiritual flight. These are the qualities of living creatures. Like 

Isaiah’s seraphim each has six wings. 

The creatures of all creation are singing “Holy, holy, holy, the Lord God 

the Almighty, who was and is and is to come.” We have the worship of a Lord 

who is eternal—past, present and future. 

Worship peaks with the 24 falling before the throne and joining the 

singing with the climatic, “You are worthy, our Lord and God, to receive glory 

and honor and power, for you created all things, and by your will they existed 

and were created.” 

These visions of worship include all possible beings and are meant for us 

to take seriously and reverently. 

These visions of worship are meant to boggle our minds and inspire our 

hearts. 

These visions of worship are about a God we cannot fully imagine, define 

or control. 

These visions of worship are for a God who lives to have us honor and 

worship him in and through every aspect of our lives. 

These visions of worship are meant to change our lives. 

May these heavenly visions of worship magnify our own worship and 

may we gain a new understanding that the door is still open.   

While on this earth we are invited to respond.  How do you want to live 

out your response? 

 


