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Psalm 150 – Praise for God’s Surpassing Greatness 
1Praise the Lord! 
  Praise God in his sanctuary; 
  Praise him in his mighty firmament! 
2Praise him for his mighty deeds; 
  Praise him according to his surpassing greatness! 
3Praise him with trumpet sound; 
  Praise him with lute and harp! 
4Praise him with tambourine and dance; 
  Praise him with strings and pipe! 
5Praise him with clanging cymbals; 
  Praise him with loud clashing cymbals! 
6Let everything that breathes praise the Lord! 
  Praise the Lord! 
 

Princess Elizabeth, now Queen Elizabeth, began her married life with 

this psalm in 1947. 

Psalms; the Book of Psalms is the hymnal of Israel. The psalms tell us 

of life with God. We all know there is something about a song which remains 

in our brains and often in our hearts. 

I’d like you to think this week of this noisy song of praise to God. This 

morning we are not praising God’s actions as much as praising God’s very 

being in our lives. 

This morning ends Pastor John’s series on the Psalms. Psalm 150 is 

also the last psalm in the Book of Psalms. It is fitting that Israel’s songbook—

sort of like our hymnal ends with noisy praise.   

Today we hear instruments, music more than words. We move in 

praise, dancing as Miriam and David danced before God. And finally we hear 

all creation being told—all that has breath, all that lives, all are told to praise 

God. 



The beginning of the Book of Psalms, Psalm 1 sang of God’s law, God’s 

instructions on how to live with God. It has the same number of verses as 

Psalm 150 and so we begin with directions and end, with a relationship to 

God filled with praise from all living things. 

No matter what was going on in the life of the Nation Israel or the lives 

of the people of Israel, they sang about it. Think Country Western gone 

Hebrew. Think stuff of life taken to God in poetry. 

The Book of Psalms moves from instructions in how we are to live to 

worship and praise because of and despite how we have lived. 

In the end, when all is said and done, think no matter what, we are left 

with praise to God, praise for God, everywhere and from all that breathes. 

As the words in the Book of Leviticus is our concrete collection of law 

and reason, and the gospels our collection of Jesus stories and teachings, the 

Book of Psalms is our music. In that music we are taking our very lives to 

God in all that we do and think and say and feel. It is our intimate 

relationship with God sung for all to hear. It is often easier to sing a prayer 

or hear a prayer in song than to actually SAY a prayer. The words may be the 

same, but the emotion is totally different and the music lends a dimension 

which enlarges and touches us in a different way, a more intimate way; often 

a more lasting way. 

It is important to know this as we pray the psalms, as we read the 

psalms, so that we can let our imaginations drift into the realm that music 

gives us and understand the psalms in ways that give meaning to our lives 

with God, to our prayer lives and to our relationship with God in Jesus 

Christ. 

Jesus knew the psalms; they would have been as much a part of his 

culture, of his life, as some of our favorite hymns are to us. Parts of psalms 

are in our own religious culture. 



We have all heard:  “my God, my God, why have you forsaken me” 

(Psalm 22:1).  Jesus cried this passage from Psalm 22 while on the cross. 

I say this to show how universal psalms are in our lives with Jesus.  

Because it is the relationship with Jesus that, as Christians, we want to 

explore, to deepen, to always be able to call on, to hold close. 

There is a group called the Joyful Noise Gospel Singers. They have 

taken the opening of Psalm 100 “Make a joyful noise to the Lord” as their 

name, taking the Old Testament Psalm and combining it with the Isaiah 

passage “Here I am, send me.” (Isaiah 6:8). According to their website these 

two Old Testament passages have them “going for Jesus.” Going wherever 

and whenever to sing for Jesus. 

As people we want a connection to Jesus, to the human man and to the 

son of God. We want to be like Jesus, holy as Jesus is holy.   

We, however, remain human. That is not a bad thing—to be human—to 

be created in God’s own image. 

Knowing people were created in God’s image and knowing people were 

human, the psalmists wrote of all of life. The psalms connect all of life to the 

lives of those singing and praying the psalms.   

There are psalms asking for vengeance—“may another seize his 

position” (109:8); to psalms of defeat—“God, you have rejected us and 

scattered us” (60:1); to “create in me a clean heart, O God … do not 

cast me away from your presence” a psalm begging for forgiveness (51:10-

11) to psalms of thanksgiving—“His steadfast love endures forever” (118), 

it is all music addressed and sung to God. 

No matter where we are in life, ultimately the place to go is to God.  

And it is in that place, the place of us and God in Jesus Christ that we sing. 



For us, also, in our end is our beginning. At the end of our earthly lives 

we praise God as we enter new life in heaven and a new relationship with 

Jesus. 

In being created in God’s image, the psalmist praises the creator. The 

psalmist praises God in all that God has done and continues to do. The 

psalmist cannot help but praise God with all the psalmist can think of:  

words, musical instruments, dances. The psalmist calls on all that lives, all 

that has breath to praise God. 

What if we acted like that? 

AMEN 

 

 
 


