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Acts 2:1-4, 14, 22-24, 36-42 (New Revised Standard Version [NRSV]) 
 1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one 
place. 2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a 
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided 
tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of 
them. 4All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in 
other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability ... 14But Peter, standing with 
the eleven, raised his voice and addressed them, “Men of Judea and all who 
live in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and listen to what I say ... 22You 
that are Israelites, listen to what I have to say: Jesus of Nazareth a man 
attested to you by God with deeds of power, wonders, and signs that God did 
through him among you, as you yourselves know— 23this man, handed over 
to you according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God, you crucified 
and killed by the hands of those outside the law. 24But God raised him up, 
having freed him from death, because it was impossible for him to be held in 
its power  ... 36Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty 
that God has made him both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.” 37Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart and said to 
Peter and to the other apostles, “Brothers, what should we do?” 38Peter said 
to them, “Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the 
Holy Spirit. 39For the promise is for you, for your children, and for all who are 
far away, everyone whom the Lord our God calls to him.” 40And he testified 
with many other arguments and exhorted them, saying, “Save yourselves 
from this corrupt generation.” 41So those who welcomed his message were 
baptized, and that day about three thousand persons were added. 42They 
devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking 
of bread and the prayers. 
 
 ✠Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart, be 

acceptable to you, O LORD, my rock, and my redeemer.1 This morning we 

celebrate Pentecost - the day, as our lesson from Acts tells us, that the Holy 

Spirit came down from heaven and indwelt the eleven apostles and the other 
                                                 
1 Psalm 19:14 (NRSV). 



disciples. Oftentimes this day is referred to as the birthday of the church. 

And in a sense this is true; before this the church had been forming and 

developing under Jesus’ direction and tutelage like a child in the womb, and 

then after the coming of the Spirit the church began to function actively in 

the world as a fully formed entity. 

 All of this is well and good. However, I would like us to look at 

Pentecost from a different perspective this morning - the perspective of an 

engagement. 

 I imagine that most of us here have been involved in some sort of 

celebration surrounding the announcement of an engagement. Usually the 

couple sits down for dinner with one or both families, maybe some friends, 

and then in the course of the evening they make their announcement, the 

engagement ring is brought out and ‘oohed and ahed’ at, congratulations are 

shared, and everyone has a wonderful time. Moving on from that you have all 

the business of preparing for the wedding, booking the church, the hall, 

deciding on outfits, and rings, and cakes, and who is going to do what ... all in 

a mad frenzy of joyful (well, mostly joyful) activity. Finally you have the 

wedding itself, the full consummation of all of the joy and tears and work 

that has gone into the whole event. 

 Pentecost, the coming of the Holy Spirit into the hearts and souls of 

believers, is like an engagement. How so? Well, every engagement needs a 

marriage, right? Consider this passage from the book of Revelation, 

“Then I heard what seemed to be the voice of a great multitude, like the 

sound of many waters and like the sound of mighty thunderpeals, crying out, 

‘Hallelujah! For the Lord our God the Almighty reigns. Let us rejoice and 

exult and give him the glory, for the marriage of the Lamb has come, and his 

bride has made herself ready; to her it has been granted to be clothed with 

fine linen, bright and pure’— for the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 



saints. And the angel said to me, ‘Write this: Blessed are those who are 

invited to the marriage supper of the Lamb.’ And he said to me, ‘These are 

true words of God.’”2 Here we have an angel showing the apostle John the 

end of the world and the consummation of all things, and how does he 

describe it? As, “the marriage of the Lamb,”3 which is to say the wedding of 

Jesus Christ, “the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world.”4 Who is 

he marrying? The passage tells us that the bride is, “clothed with fine linen, 

bright and pure,” and that, “the fine linen is the righteous deeds of the 

saints.”5 The wedding gown is the good works of those who have been brought 

to salvation through faith in Christ, and good works adorn the worker - 

therefore the bride herself is the church, the saints of God throughout all 

ages. We are the betrothed of Christ. 

 In light of this, let us look back at our lesson from the book of Acts. 

There we read how the disciples, were all together in one place. And suddenly 

from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent wind, and it filled 

the entire house where they were sitting. Divided tongues, as of fire, 

appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. All of them were 

filled with the Holy Spirit.6 What we see here is a foretaste of eternity. The 

Holy Spirit, the third person of God the ever-blessed Trinity, is coming down 

and making himself, making God, present to his people in a most intimate 

way. He is, “standing at the door,” of our hearts, “knocking,” and telling us, 

“if you hear my voice and open the door, I will come in to you and eat with 

you, and you with me.”7 He is making himself known in a most intimate and 

loving manner by coming to us and making his home in our hearts. 

                                                 
2 Revelation 19:6-9 (NRSV). 
3 Revelation 19:7 (NRSV). 
4 John 1:29 (NRSV). 
5 Revelation 19:8 (NRSV). 
6 Acts 2:1b-4a (NRSV). 
7 Revelation 3:20 (NRSV). 



 Now, is this the fullness of the presence of God - is it what we will 

experience when we come face-to-face with God in eternity? No, it is not. It is 

a sign and a pledge of what God will accomplish in, with, and for us. 

 In this way our lives as Christians here on this earth are like an 

engagement. Our fiancé the Lord Jesus has promised us the most wonderful 

of weddings, the one upon which all others are based, and which are only pale 

copies and shadows of his. The beginning of this time of waiting, of preparing 

is what we celebrate here today. For just as a loving couple engaged to wed 

cannot have the fullness of marriage, and yet share a powerful bond of love 

with each other; so too we share in a temporary but powerful bond of love 

with Christ - the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 

 The imagery of an engagement goes further. Just as any engagement 

has a ring as a sign and seal of the promise made, so too has our beloved 

Jesus left us with tokens of his affection which convey his loving presence to 

us. These are the sacraments - baptism and communion. Baptism is where 

the Holy Spirit takes us in his arms and indwells us just as our lesson this 

morning reported concerning the crowd listening to Peter when he said, 

“‘Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ so that 

your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit’ ... 

those who welcomed his message were baptized.”8 Our baptism is our 

engagement ring, the sign and seal of our current and future union with God 

in Christ. Communion, which we will be celebrating and sharing together 

with each other and with Christ in a moment, serves as a parallel to all the 

little acts of love and tokens of affection that any engaged couple shares; the 

dates, the flowers, the kisses and caresses - all of these things and others like 

them are wrapped up in our coming to Christ and his sharing himself with us 

in his Supper. We see its importance at the end of the lesson where it reads, 

                                                 
8 Acts 2:38 & 41a (NRSV). 



“They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the 

breaking of bread and the prayers.”9 The breaking of bread, the Lord’s 

Supper, has always been one of the chief expressions of Christ’s love for and 

presence with us, his church. 

 There is one final element of an engagement that Pentecost prompts us 

to. As anyone who has been part of a wedding will tell you, there is a lot of 

work that needs to be done to prepare for a wedding. A guest list needs to be 

made, invitations sent out, outfits of various types need to be bought, 

decorations need to be set up, and on, and on, and on, the list goes. As one 

who has yet to be married, but who has participated in a couple of weddings 

for family and friends, I find it amazing that the prep-work ever ends. 

 So what is it that we have to do to prepare for our wedding? What does 

anyone getting ready to wed have to do? Make themselves ready! For the 

church, the betrothed of Christ, that preparation takes two forms. The first is 

internal and individual, the second is external and corporate. 

 Internally, each and every one of us has to make sure that we as 

individuals are ready for our wedding. That takes the form of holiness; as 

God has told us, “you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, 

God’s own people.”10 How do we do that? We become holy by working with the 

Holy Spirit who lives within us to be molded and recast into a pure form of 

the “image of God.”11 To that end God has given us certain activities to do. 

John Wesley organized them into works of piety and works of mercy. Works 

of piety are prayer, Bible reading, worship, communion, fellowship, and 

meditation, to name only a few. All of these are designed to enable us to, “love 

the Lord,” our, “God with all,” our, “heart, and with all,” our, ‘soul, and with 

                                                 
9 Acts 2:42 (NRSV) (emphasis mine). 
10 1 Peter 2:9 (NRSV) (emphasis mine). 
11 Genesis 1:27 (NRSV). 



all,” our, “mind.”12 Works of mercy are feeding the hungry, clothing the 

naked, comforting those in distress, tending the sick, visiting those in prison, 

etc., etc. All of these move us to “love,” our, “neighbor as,” ourselves.13 

Engaging in both of these sorts of activities together will provide a means for 

the Holy Spirit to move and shape us to be like God. Remember, “God is 

love.”14 These and any other actions that promote or engage in love flowing 

from the love of God shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit, that is to 

say, all expressions of love done in Christ, will move us towards a deeper 

relationship to our loving triune God, and increase the resemblance between 

us and him. 

 It is love that moves us to our external preparation for our marriage to 

the Lamb as well. That external preparation manifests in making the church, 

the betrothed of Christ, whole. “The Lord is not ... wanting any to perish, but 

all to come to repentance,”15 or as Peter put it, “For the promise,” that is the 

promise of the Holy Spirit coming to dwell within our hearts, “is for you, for 

your children, and for all who are far away, everyone whom the Lord our God 

calls to him.”16 God wants all people to come to him through Christ and the 

Holy Spirit. What is the first thing the apostles did after receiving the Holy 

Spirit into their hearts? They went out preaching, baptizing, and leading 

their flock in the, “teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the 

prayers!”17 Therefore we must move to bring others into the all loving 

embrace of our heavenly Father. We must, not may, not could, not should, 

but must bring the gospel - the good news - of salvation through relationship 

with Jesus Christ, the second person of the Holy Trinity, God incarnate, and 

our fiancé, we must bring that good news to all the world. That is the 

                                                 
12 Matthew 22:37 (NRSV). 
13 Matthew 22:38 (NRSV). 
14 1 John 4:8b (NRSV). 
15 2 Peter 3:9 (NRSV). 
16 Acts 2:39 (NRSV). 
17 Acts 2:42 (NRSV). 



commission our beloved has left us with when he said, “Go therefore and 

make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of 

the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I 

have commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the 

age.”18 This commandment is not burdensome, but is a request from one 

beloved partner to another to see to the latter’s own well-being, our own 

corporate well-being. Love is the prompt for evangelization, as Paul wrote, 

“For the love of Christ urges us on, because we are convinced that one has 

died for all; therefore all have died. And he died for all, so that those who live 

might live no longer for themselves, but for him who died and was raised for 

them.”19 

 We are to live no more for ourselves, but for our beloved, our Jesus. His 

love is to flow from him through the Holy Spirit to us, and then out to others - 

both vertically to God and horizontally to our neighbors. And what is the 

nature of Christ’s love? Jesus tells us when he says, “No one has greater love 

than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”20 It is a selfless other-

centric sort of love. It is the kind of love that spouses are to have for each 

other. Paul makes that connection explicit when he writes, “Husbands, love 

your wives, just as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her.”21 In 

our lives, then, we are to seek to be a clear channel of God’s love, made real in 

our hearts by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit, and then show that love in all 

aspects of our lives, directed both to God and to our neighbors. 

 Now, as we move to partake of and enjoy our beloved’s token of 

affection, his holy communion, I invite you to remember and meditate on the 

reality of Pentecost - that it is the anniversary of our engagement to Jesus 

Christ, the God who is love, and to commit yourself to growth in holiness 
                                                 
18 Matthew 28:19-20 (NRSV). 
19 2 Corinthians 5:14-15 (NRSV). 
20 John 15:12-14 (NRSV). 
21 Ephesians 5:25 (NRSV). 



through works of piety, mercy, and evangelism. ✠This I pray, in the name of 

the God who is love; the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


