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Galatians 1:13-17; 2:11-21 
 13You have heard, no doubt, of my earlier life in Judaism. I was violently 
persecuting the church of God and was trying to destroy it. 14I advanced in 
Judaism beyond many among my people of the same age, for I was far more 
zealous for the traditions of my ancestors. 15But when God, who had set me 
apart before I was born and called me through his grace, was pleased 16to 
reveal his Son to me, so that I might proclaim him among the Gentiles, I did 
not confer with any human being, 17nor did I go up to Jerusalem to those who 
were already apostles before me, but I went away at once into Arabia, and 
afterwards I returned to Damascus. 
 
 2:11But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he 
stood self-condemned; 12for until certain people came from James, he used to 
eat with the Gentiles. But after they came, he drew back and kept himself 
separate for fear of the circumcision faction. 13And the other Jews joined him 
in this hypocrisy, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy. 
14But when I saw that they were not acting consistently with the truth of the 
gospel, I said to Cephas before them all, “If you, though a Jew, live like a 
Gentile and not like a Jew, how can you compel the Gentiles to live like Jews?” 
 15We ourselves are Jews by birth and not Gentile sinners; 16yet we know 
that a person is justified not by the works of the law but through 
faith in Jesus Christ. And we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so 
that we might be justified by faith in Christ, and not by doing the 
works of the law, because no one will be justified by the works of the 
law. 17But if, in our effort to be justified in Christ, we ourselves have been 
found to be sinners, is Christ then a servant of sin? Certainly not! 18But if I 
build up again the very things that I once tore down, then I demonstrate that 
I am a transgressor. 19For through the law I died to the law, so that I might 
live to God. I have been crucified with Christ; 20and it is no longer I 
who live, but it is Christ who lives in me. And the life I now live in 
the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me and gave 
himself for me. 21I do not nullify the grace of God; for if justification comes 
through the law, then Christ died for nothing. 
 
  I have always been fascinated with the night sky and because of that, 

over the years I have owned a number of telescopes that I hoped would help 



me explore the majesty of God’s creation. However, all of the telescopes 

that I have owned have been somewhat primitive (which is a nice way of 

saying ‘cheap’). None of them had high quality lenses or equatorial mounts 

(which is the kind of mount that allows you to keep the telescope steady and 

allows you to follow objects as they move across the sky) which meant that 

my foray into astronomy was always a bit frustrating for me BUT even with 

my cheap telescopes I was able to take a closer look at the moon and some of 

the planets and even some distant star clusters. 

  I believe that as long as there have been people, there has been a 

fascination with the heavens. But, before some of the first great astronomers 

came along; people like Galileo Galilei and Johannes Kepler, most people in 

the general population thought that the earth was surrounded by a giant 

bowl and that the lights in the night sky were the light of God’s candles 

shining through holes in the bowl but once those early pioneers began to turn 

their telescopes toward the heavens the entire universe came into focus and 

what they saw there redefined the magnitude of God’s creation and redefined 

our place in it. 

  It seems that every year we are finding ways to refine our exploration of 

the stars and we are getting a more focused picture of the universe in which 

we live. This ability to focus is providing us with more clarity about who we 

are and our place in this great cosmos BUT focus does that in every area of 

our lives. Focus allows us to get to the heart of those things we are 

trying to understand and then allows us apply what we have learned to how 

we live our lives. 

  For example, let’s talk about one of my favorite subjects; weight loss.  

  If a person wants to lose weight, the principle has always been that you 

need to eat less and exercise more. That’s pretty straight forward BUT it’s 

also fairly vague and actually not that helpful because MOST OF US HAVE 



NO IDEA WHAT EATING LESS AND EXERCISING MORE ACTUALLY 

LOOKS LIKE. We need to be more focused. We need to have a clearer picture 

of what we are taking in (the food we consume) and then what we are 

burning off (exercise). We need to understand that there is not just a 

difference between a big mac and a salad; we need to understand that there 

is a difference between Caesar salad and a taco salad. We need to be more 

focused. 

  This is also an issue for what we are doing together here in this 

congregation. 

  We are more than just Community United Methodist Church in Elm 

Grove, Wisconsin. This is more than simply a building on the corner of 

Highland and Watertown Plank. This is more than just a religious service 

club or a spiritually tinged social center. We need to be more focused than 

that. 

  We are part of the “ecclesia” of God; those who have been called out of 

the world to be in service to our Lord and our God. We are (all of us) 

constantly in prayer about how God can use us to serve his purposes. This is 

part of a process called “spiritual discernment” and each of us should be 

asking God to clarify what role we might play on his team. We need to find 

that focus. 

  We are people on a spiritual journey. We are striving every day to be 

more holy; set aside for God’s purposes. We commit our lives to Jesus but we 

also commit our lives to each other. We are in the business of helping each 

other become spiritually mature; more faithful; more effective. This is more 

than just a support group for people who are trying to live a Christian life. 

This is an accountability group for people who want to become the very best 

servants that they can be. This is meant to be our focus. 



  We are God’s witnesses. We are living examples of the wonderful love of 

Jesus that offers us a chance to be forgiven and set free from our slavery to 

sin. We are called to BE and to MAKE disciples of Jesus Christ for the 

transformation of the world. This has always been meant to be our focus 

BUT sometimes we get distracted. 

  In our text for today the Apostle Paul is talking about one of those 

moments when the church was in danger of losing its focus. 

 Before Jesus left he gave his followers one final command: 

19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 
remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 

Matthew 28:19-20 

  Go everywhere. Make disciples of everyone. Bring them to a 

commitment to Jesus and then teach them everything they need to know to 

be my disciples in the world. This was their focus; their purpose and it was 

pretty clear AND this is exactly what the early disciples did. They went 

everywhere and talked to everyone about trusting in Jesus. 

  However, in the early church there was a faction that believed that in 

order for someone to be a follower of Jesus that they had to become a Jew 

first. In their minds, Jesus came as the Jewish messiah and therefore, in 

order to receive the Jewish messiah, you had to be a Jew. One of the many 

problems with this line of thinking was that the Jews had historically treated 

gentiles (non-Jews) as outcasts (or untouchables); Jews weren’t supposed to 

have anything to do with non-Jews which meant that when it came to 

evangelism (spreading the Good News about Jesus) this group within the 

church was building a wall that they couldn’t get around. If you couldn’t talk 

to or interact with gentiles, then there would be no evangelism of gentiles. 

This faction of the church had lost its focus. 



  So, Peter was out and about doing the work that Jesus had commanded 

him to do. He was talking to gentiles about the wonderful love of Jesus. He 

was building relationships with these people; eating with them and having 

conversations about what God’s plan was for the world BUT then as Paul 

tells the story, 

 … certain people came from James,  
Galatians 2:12 

… and everything changed.  

  James was the brother of Jesus and he had become the leader of the 

church in Jerusalem and was part of that faction that believed gentiles 

needed to be Jews before they could become Christians and that people like 

Peter should continue to show a commitment to the Jewish Law which meant 

that he shouldn’t be sitting down to eat with gentiles and he should 

reconsider even having conversation with them about Jesus. So, apparently 

when these “Judaizers” (as they have been called) showed up Peter started to 

act like a good little Jew and he stopped his ministry to the gentiles. 

  And Paul said, 

I opposed him to his face, because he stood self-condemned;  
Galatians 2:11 

  Peter had been intimidated by these Jewish Christians and he had 

changed his behavior to please them. He had chosen to ignore what he knew 

to be true. He had lost his focus and Paul was there to remind him of what 

they both knew 

… a person is justified not by the works of the law 
but through faith in Jesus Christ. Galatians 2:16 

  This is the lesson that we need to be focused on as well. 

… we have come to believe in Christ Jesus, so that we might be  
justified by faith in Christ, Galatians 2:16 

… and this is how it works for everyone. As Paul will go on to say … 



 28There is no longer Jew or Greek, there is no longer slave or free, 
there is no longer male and female; for all of you are one in Christ 

Jesus. 29And if you belong to Christ, then you are Abraham’s offspring,  
heirs according to the promise. Galatians 3:28-29 

  This should be the focus of our experience, the focus of our 

message and the focus of our ministry. 

  A number of times Paul used the Easter experience as a way of 

summarizing the journey into new life in Christ. He said that we have been 

“crucified with Christ,” 

I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live,  
but it is Christ who lives in me. Galatians 2:19-20 

… we have died to our old lives and we are no longer burdened by what we 

were. What is past is past. Then Paul goes on to complete the image. He says 

that (having died) we were buried with him in baptism. 

Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death,  
Romans 6:4 

  The Greek word “baptizo” (βαπτίζω) means to be “covered over” or 

“buried” and Paul is saying that all of the brokenness of our old lives has 

been done away with and we no longer need to be slaves to our guilt or our 

fear. We have been given an opportunity to step beyond who we were and 

become something new. Crucified, buried and then raised to new life. 

 …  just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,  
so we too might walk in newness of life. Romans 6:4 

  The Gospel is like a telescope. It focuses in on what we are 

and what God has called us to become. It reminds us that everyone is 

being invited and because of our relationship to Christ (and his 

amazing love for us) we are supposed to be new people AND this is the 

message that we have been commissioned to proclaim. There is new 

life for all of us through trusting in Jesus. 

 
 



You Are My King 

I’m forgiven because you were forsaken, 
And I’m accepted, You were condemned, 

And I’m alive and well, Your Spirit is within me 
Because you died and rose again. 

Amazing love, how can it be 
That you, my King, would die for me? 

Amazing love, I know it’s true, 
And it’s my joy to honor You; 

In all I do I honor You. 

We sing, You are my King; 
You are my King; 

Jesus, You are my King; 
Jesus, You are my King. 

Amazing love, how can it be 
That you, my King, would die for me? 

Amazing love, I know it’s true, 
And it’s my joy to honor You; 

In all I do I honor You. 


