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Luke 19:29-44 
 29When he had come near Bethphage and Bethany, at the place called the 
Mount of Olives, he sent two of the disciples, 30saying, “Go into the village 
ahead of you, and as you enter it you will find tied there a colt that has never 
been ridden. Untie it and bring it here. 31If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you 
untying it?’ just say this, ‘The Lord needs it.’” 32So those who were sent 
departed and found it as he had told them. 33As they were untying the colt, 
its owners asked them, “Why are you untying the colt?” 34They said, “The 
Lord needs it.” 35Then they brought it to Jesus; and after throwing their 
cloaks on the colt, they set Jesus on it. 36As he rode along, people kept 
spreading their cloaks on the road. 37As he was now approaching the path 
down from the Mount of Olives, the whole multitude of the disciples began to 
praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the deeds of power that they had 
seen, 38saying, 

“Blessed is the king 
    who comes in the name of the Lord! 

Peace in heaven, 
    and glory in the highest heaven!” 

 39Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, order your 
disciples to stop.” 40He answered, “I tell you, if these were silent, the stones 
would shout out.” 
 
Jesus Weeps over Jerusalem 
 41As he came near and saw the city, he wept over it, 42saying, “If you, even 
you, had only recognized on this day the things that make for peace! But now 
they are hidden from your eyes. 43Indeed, the days will come upon you, when 
your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and hem 
you in on every side. 44They will crush you to the ground, you and your 
children within you, and they will not leave within you one stone upon 
another; because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.” 
 
 
  We all know that we live in a strange world; it’s the kind of world where 

we can buy a Milwaukee Brewers overstuffed recliner for $699.99 (with 

free shipping) and then set it next to our Milwaukee Brewer sofa (which 



will set you back and additional $769.00) and then we can put them both in a 

room that we have carpeted with Milwaukee Brewer carpet squares. Then 

when we leave our homes we can go out wearing our authentic replica 

Milwaukee Brewer jerseys and climb into our car with the Milwaukee 

Brewer floor mats and the Milwaukee Brewers antenna flag and the 

Milwaukee Brewer steering wheel cover and the Milwaukee Brewer license 

plate frame all of which declare to the world our love for and commitment to 

the world’s best small market baseball team. Like I said, we live in a strange 

world. 

  Here’s the question that pops into my head every time I read the 

story of the triumphal entry; a question we keep asking but nobody seems to 

want to answer. 

  Why is it that we will get all excited about baseball teams or football 

teams or hunting or fishing; so excited that we will make sure that nothing 

keeps us away from opening day or some bobble head giveaway? 

  Why is that we get so excited about the games in our lives that we will set 

everything else aside and make sure that those moments take priority in our 

schedules and even move us to spend a significant amount of our time and 

money attending events or buying things that declare our commitment to our 

team? 

  And then why is it that when it comes to Jesus (to the one who died for us) 

whose presence in our lives has supposedly changed our lives; that he always 

seems to take a back seat; he’s always seems to come in second and we 

reluctantly give him pennies for his work in the world. Why is that? What 

does that say about us? I’m just asking the questions. 

  One answer that keeps running through my head is that most of us think 

of our sporting events as temporary and if we don’t experience them now that 

they will be gone AND Jesus (on the other hand) is forever and he will always 



be present for us when we decide to offer our prayers or our devotion. One 

problem with this line of reasoning is that the more we relegate Jesus to the 

background of our lives the easier it is to relegate Jesus to the background of 

our lives AND there will always be something that calls us away. Pretty soon 

we find that our worship is reserved for only the big events like Christmas 

Eve and Easter Sunday. 

  So, I read this story and I’m asking myself, “What was it that these people 

were so excited about that they were willing to come and participate in this 

impromptu parade for Jesus?” 

  Many of the people who gathered on that first Palm Sunday to wave 

branches in the air and throw their cloaks on the ground had probably heard 

about Jesus, the miracle worker (that kind of news gets spread around fairly 

quickly) and some of the people there may have even heard Jesus speak in 

the temple courts or in the side streets of Jerusalem BUT the reality is that 

they didn’t know what we know. They hadn’t experienced the 

resurrection (it hadn’t happened yet) which means that they didn’t have the 

advantage of being able to experience the real presence of Jesus in their lives. 

They hadn’t yet been given the opportunity to know him or to allow him to 

begin to work his healing in their hearts. We know Jesus more fully than 

they ever could, so why were they so excited AND (maybe more importantly) 

why are we not? Again, I’m just asking the questions. 

  There was a time (when I was young) that I entertained the idea that WE 

(my family) didn’t get excited about Jesus because we didn’t really get that 

excited about anything. We were Norwegians after all AND maybe that’s the 

case. Maybe we just don’t get that excited about anything … oh, wait a 

minute, I forgot about the overstuffed recliner. 

  It seems to me that the one thing that the people from our story were 

seeking AND the one thing that Jesus represented was HOPE.  



  They were an oppressed people who were being CONTROLLED BY THE 

ROMAN Empire and they were burdened by excessive taxes and an uncaring 

government. Along with that they were being CONTROLLED BY THE 

RELIGIOUS LEADERS of their day. The Sadducees controlled the temple 

and made even the most basic practices of faith expensive. The Pharisees had 

defined and refined how The Law was to be observed and they controlled 

what you wore and how far you could travel and who you could associate 

with. I think that the ordinary people who came out to welcome Jesus SAW 

JESUS as HOPE FOR FREEDOM and a new life. If he was indeed the 

Messiah, then he had come to set them free. That’s worth cheering about. 

  BUT if a future HOPE was enough to motivate them shouldn’t a present 

HOPE motivate us even more? I’m just asking the questions. 

  For the first 250 years of the Christian movement, if you decided that you 

wanted to be a Christian and if you decided that you wanted to be part of the 

church (those who were called out of the world to represent Jesus) you had to 

be willing to give up everything that you had; all of your money, all of your 

friends, your job, your home and sometimes even your family. In order to 

follow Jesus, you had to be willing to go to jail and to be put on trial. You had 

to be willing to die because you loved Jesus more than you loved your life 

AND ninety-nine percent of those people never got a chance to even hear 

Jesus speak or see him riding down the road and yet they were willing to 

sacrifice their entire lives for him. 

  Most often when we mention this part of our history we say “Isn’t it 

wonderful that we aren’t persecuted in that way today?” and the answer is 

complicated because the reality is that there are more Christians being 

persecuted for their faith today than at any time in history AND yet they 

continue to follow. 



  “Isn’t it wonderful that we aren’t persecuted in that way today?” and the 

answer might have to be, “no” it isn’t wonderful because for us being a 

follower of Jesus is easy and because of that we don’t see that same level of 

love for Jesus anywhere in the church in this country today. 

  So, we might ask, “What did those people know that we don’t know?” And 

the answer is nothing! In fact, we have more information today than we have 

ever had. We have more Bibles, more churches more opportunities to go to 

classes to learn. It is easier for us to gather for worship than ever before and 

easier to talk about the Gospel message with our neighbors and friends. 

  The commitment those early believers lived out wasn’t built around 

knowledge it was built around a relationship with Jesus that was more 

important to them than anything else AND the Good News that we have been 

commissioned to proclaim is that we can KNOW this Jesus in just that same 

way. The Good News that we have been honored to share is that our faith is 

ancient and real and powerful and it is built around our relationship to the 

living Jesus. 

  Are you tired of inviting people to church? Maybe we should stop because 

people have been hearing about the Church for decades now and they don’t 

appear to be that impressed. Maybe we should offer them something more. 

Maybe we should buttonhole our friends and tell them about a Jesus who’s 

worthy of any sacrifice; about a Jesus who lives with us and will be in us. 

This is the Spirit of truth ... You know him,  
because he abides with you, and he will be in you. John 14:17 

  So maybe it’s time for us to climb into our “Jesus-mobile” with the Jesus 

mud flaps and the Jesus license plate frame and the Jesus steering wheel 

cover and run over to our friend’s house and take them over to our house to 

see our Jesus room with the wall to wall Jesus carpeting and let them sit in 

our overstuffed Jesus recliner while we sit on the Jesus themed sofa and tell 

them about how much we love Jesus OR … 



  We could just tell them how much we love Jesus and let the way we live 

our lives show them how important this faith is to us. Let them see what is 

really important. 

  At the end of this morning’s reading; after the parade was over Luke 

shows us a picture of Jesus weeping over the city of Jerusalem. He was 

looking ahead to a time when that ancient city would be destroyed and the 

people would flee from their homes. He said to this city of people, 

If you, even you, had only recognized on this day the things that make 
for peace! … they will not leave within you one stone upon another; 
because you did not recognize the time of your visitation from God.  

Luke 19:44 

  Jesus is here, today, in this place and we can know him if we are willing to 

reach out to him. Let’s make sure that we don’t let our lives get so distracted 

that we fail to “recognize the time of our visitation from God.” 


