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Luke 10:25-37 - The Parable of the Good Samaritan 
 25Just then a lawyer stood up to test Jesus. “Teacher,” he said, “what must 
I do to inherit eternal life?” 26He said to him, “What is written in the law? 
What do you read there?” 27He answered, “You shall love the Lord your God 
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and 
with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself.” 28And he said to him, 
“You have given the right answer; do this, and you will live.” 
 29But wanting to justify himself, he asked Jesus, “And who is my 
neighbor?” 30Jesus replied, “A man was going down from Jerusalem to 
Jericho, and fell into the hands of robbers, who stripped him, beat him, and 
went away, leaving him half dead. 31Now by chance a priest was going down 
that road; and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side. 32So likewise 
a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other 
side. 33But a Samaritan while traveling came near him; and when he saw 
him, he was moved with pity. 34He went to him and bandaged his wounds, 
having poured oil and wine on them. Then he put him on his own animal, 
brought him to an inn, and took care of him. 35The next day he took out two 
denarii, gave them to the innkeeper, and said, ‘Take care of him; and when I 
come back, I will repay you whatever more you spend.’ 36Which of these three, 
do you think, was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of the 
robbers?” 37He said, “The one who showed him mercy.” Jesus said to him, “Go 
and do likewise.” 
 
 
  In the Harry Potter movie series, we were introduced to a brand 

of candy called Bertie Botts Every Flavor Jelly Beans and when they 

said “every” flavor they meant pretty much that; every flavor. Along 

with pleasant flavors like banana and blueberry and watermelon they 

had flavors like earthworm and earwax and soap. It would make for an 

interesting confectionary experience. 

  The Jelly Belly Jellybean Company decided to actually produce 

Bertie Botts Every Flavor Jelly Beans which means you can buy them 

in real life today. The interesting thing about Bertie Botts Jelly Beans 



is that the one that tastes like carmel corn looks just as sweet as the 

one that tastes like moldy cheese. But, whether you pick a booger 

flavored bean or a plum flavored bean you can be comforted that “all 

Jelly Belly jelly beans are Kosher, gluten free, peanut free, dairy free, 

fat free and vegetarian friendly.” It may taste like ear wax but it won't 

kill you. 

  What “Bertie Botts Every Flavor Jelly Beans” reminds us of is 

that what you see on the outside doesn’t always reflect what is 

happening on the inside AND that is at the heart of the lesson we read 

for today. 

  In the New Testament, there are two different Greek words that 

talk about our relationship to God. There is the word "spiritual" 

(pneumatikos), which describes a person who belongs to the realm of 

the Spirit. In the language of the New Testament, a “spiritual” person 

is one who is not only has the God’s Spirit living and working inside 

their lives but it is also one who lives in obedience to the Spirit's 

promptings. What they are is what they do. 

  The other Greek word is psuchikos [ψυχικός] which is the root 

word for the English word psychology and might be translated as 

"soulish." Psuchikos describes a person who is part of God’s creation 

but whose behavior is more earthly than heavenly. They have a 

“spiritual” core but that core isn’t impacting or directing their lives. 

  More and more in our modern culture you will hear people say 

that they aren’t religious but they’re spiritual. I think for some of them 

it would be more accurate to say that they are “soulish;” what is at 

their spiritual core is not directing their lives. 

  What Jesus was pointing out in today’s story is just the reverse 

of what you hear people say. Jesus was pointing out the fact that that 



it is possible for a person to be “religious” and not be “spiritual.” Or if 

we said it another way, it is possible for a person to look good on the 

outside and yet at their core be “soulish;” a life driven by earthly 

concerns. 

  So we have a story about a man who was beaten up and left for 

dead on the side of the road and a priest passed by. A priest was a man 

who served in the temple and because of that needed to be ritually 

clean in order to fulfill his duties. Stopping to help this man would 

have made this priest ritually unclean and therefore it would have 

kept him from doing his religious duties SO he decided not to stop. 

  The second man who passed by was a “Levite” and the Levites 

were the support personnel in the temple (they guarded the door, sang 

in the choir, carried things around) and this Levite may have had the 

same problem as the priest. He risked becoming ritually unclean and 

his religious duties were more important in that moment than the life 

of this man. 

  In both cases, these were people who cared more about their 

religious responsibilities than they did about the life of another human 

being. They were acting “soulish” but they were not being “spiritual.” 

  The one person who cared enough to be inconvenienced was the 

Samaritan and Samaritans were considered by the Jews to be second-

class citizens and actually traitors to the people of Israel. Good Jews 

were not supposed to speak to Samaritans or have any contact with 

them AND it was this man, this outcast who proved himself to be 

“spiritual;” he was willing to live out his faith. 

  The most basic lesson we are supposed to take away from this 

story is that we should be “spiritual” and not just “religious.” We 

should be “spiritual” and not simply “soulish.” We are called to allow 



our God to be present and active in our lives every day. God should 

never be simply a concept that we visit from time to time and God 

should never be simply a series of activities that we perform; like 

marking things off of a list. 

  Love is always defined by sacrifice and our willingness to 

sacrifice our lives for our God and for the people around us should 

always be at the core of who we are. Being a follower of Jesus isn’t 

something that you simply do; it should be something that you are. 

  At some time we need to decide who will inhabit the spiritual 

core of our lives. We can be in charge of our lives or we can turn that 

control over to Jesus. This is the call for today (and every day after) ... 

let Jesus be Lord over your life. Ask Jesus to be Lord over your life 

TODAY. The world will see it. 

         Charity 

Although I speak with tongues of men and of angels 
And though I prophesy and understand all 

Although I have all faith so mountains may be removed 
And though I feed the poor and give up my life 

Chorus: 
If I have not charity, if love does not flow through me 

I am nothing. Jesus reduce me to love 

Love is patient and kind, love is not envious; 
Not proud but gentle and meek, seeks not its own way. 

Love sings when Jesus prevails, believes and endures all things 
Love hopes and bears ev’ry wrong, and love never fails. 

Chorus: 

One season I was a child. I spoke and I thought as a child. 
But when I turned to a man, such ways put aside. 

Though now we see through a glass, then we shall see face to face. 
Though abideth faith and hope, the greatest is love. 

Chorus: 
 

 


