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Luke 7:1-17 
Jesus Heals a Centurion’s Servant 
 7:1After Jesus had finished all his sayings in the hearing of the people, he 
entered Capernaum. 2A centurion there had a slave whom he valued 
highly, and who was ill and close to death. 3When he heard about Jesus, 
he sent some Jewish elders to him, asking him to come and heal his slave. 
4When they came to Jesus, they appealed to him earnestly, saying, “He is 
worthy of having you do this for him, 5for he loves our people, and it is he who 
built our synagogue for us.” 6And Jesus went with them, but when he was not 
far from the house, the centurion sent friends to say to him, “Lord, do not 
trouble yourself, for I am not worthy to have you come under my roof; 
7therefore I did not presume to come to you. But only speak the word, and 
let my servant be healed. 8For I also am a man set under authority, with 
soldiers under me; and I say to one, ‘Go,’ and he goes, and to another, ‘Come,’ 
and he comes, and to my slave, ‘Do this,’ and the slave does it.” 9When Jesus 
heard this he was amazed at him, and turning to the crowd that followed 
him, he said, “I tell you, not even in Israel have I found such faith.” 10When 
those who had been sent returned to the house, they found the slave in good 
health. 
 
Jesus Raises the Widow’s Son at Nain 
 11Soon afterwards he went to a town called Nain, and his disciples and a 
large crowd went with him. 12As he approached the gate of the town, a man 
who had died was being carried out. He was his mother’s only son, and she 
was a widow; and with her was a large crowd from the town. 13When the Lord 
saw her, he had compassion for her and said to her, “Do not weep.” 14Then 
he came forward and touched the bier, and the bearers stood still. 
And he said, “Young man, I say to you, rise!” 15The dead man sat up 
and began to speak, and Jesus gave him to his mother. 16Fear seized all 
of them; and they glorified God, saying, “A great prophet has risen among 
us!” and “God has looked favorably on his people!” 17This word about him 
spread throughout Judea and all the surrounding country. 
 
 
  
 



  These are the kinds of New Testament stories that make us 

uncomfortable BECAUSE there are a number of different ways that we can 

interpret what we have just read and each of those interpretations will 

determine how we live out our faith moving forward. 

  The bottom line is that these stories require that we decide if we are 

ready to call ourselves “believers.” 

  We have two stories of Jesus’ miraculous healing power and here are 

some of the ways that people view these two events and the other events in 

the Bible that are like them. 

  First, some read through these stories and dismiss them as nothing 

more than (in effect) biblical fairy tales. Some have decided (up front) that 

they aren’t willing to believe in these kinds of miraculous events; which 

means that they assume that they never happened.  

  If we want to start with this assumption, then we might say that Jesus 

never actually had this encounter with the Centurion nor the widow and her 

son. These events never actually happened but they are instead just 

examples of legends that were built up around Jesus in an attempt to make 

him look like something more than what he actually was.  

  This argument is a form of what we call “humanism.” Jesus (if he even 

existed at all) was simply a human being like the rest of us and therefore 

these stories have no real application. They are nothing more than a 

curiosity. There is actually a whole school of theology built around this idea 

and it started with that basic assumption that any stories of the miraculous 

had to all be made up or (at best) embellishments of an actual event. 

BECAUSE miracles just simply don’t happen AND all the stories of the 

miraculous in the Bible (whether we are talking Old or New Testament) are 

just religious legends comparable to George Washington chopping down the 

cherry tree or Paul Bunyan and Babe the blue Ox. They might be interesting 



in an intellectual sort of way but they have no influence over how we live our 

lives or how we envision our faith. The Bible becomes a book that is no more 

interesting or meaningful than Aesop’s Fables and we become the arbiter of 

our own truth. In a sense, we become our own God. 

  If we carry this line of reasoning out to its natural conclusion, then we 

end up with a belief system that asks nothing of us and provides no moral 

framework for our lives. Everyone does whatever is “right in their own eyes.” 

  A second option is similar to the first but not as severe. Some people 

would say that the people involved in these stories were actual people; Jesus 

was actually Jesus and the Centurion was an actual Centurion but we have 

(again) embellished what actually happened and made the story seem a lot 

more miraculous than it actually was. This would also be a form of 

“humanism” BUT one that leaves us with an “historic” Jesus but not 

necessarily a miraculous Jesus. 

  The people who have adopted this approach would propose that when 

the Bible says that Jesus walked on the water it should be interpreted as 

Jesus walked by the water. The language doesn’t say that but suggesting this 

modification does away with having to deal with the miraculous. They might 

also say that the centurion’s servant was already getting better on his own as 

Jesus approached the house and that people credited Jesus with his healing 

even though he actually had nothing to do with it. They might say that what 

happened with the widow’s son was something similar. The boy wasn’t 

actually dead (the people around him were simply mistaken) and he 

happened to wake up at just the right time which made Jesus look like he did 

more than he actually did. 

  This line of reasoning leads us to a similar theological place compared 

to the first assumption. Although Jesus might have been an actual historical 

figure, he wasn’t anything really special; he was just a wonderful teacher who 



had nothing more to offer us than a new philosophical “take” on an ancient 

religion. And, these stories have nothing to really teach us and can provide 

little comfort for the challenges we face. Jesus is nothing more than a fine 

example. We all need examples but examples can only influence our lives to a 

limited degree. 

  The third option that is available to us is to believe; believe that Jesus 

actually did heal the Centurion’s servant and that he did raise up the widow’s 

son. This third option suggests that what we are reading is an actual first 

hand witness to a Jesus who was able to do things that are outside of our 

understanding. He was (as he demonstrated) the Lord of all creation. If the 

story is to be believed, this is exactly the conclusion that the disciples came 

to. 

“They were amazed, saying, ‘What sort of man is this,  
that even the winds and the sea obey him?’” Matthew 8:27 

  Some people would ask how reasonable and relatively intelligent people 

can come to believe in a God that they cannot see or embrace. AND, how we 

can justify believing in things that are not scientifically reproducible. The 

cynic in me would say that all of us believe in things that we don’t completely 

understand (like cell phones and the internet). And we are willing to accept 

as scientific things that we can’t replicate in a laboratory, like the Big Bang 

or Black Holes. 

  The answer to why we might believe in a miracle working Jesus is that 

(again generally speaking) we have come to this position because we have 

been impacted and influenced by the living Jesus today. We have come to 

understand that the Christian faith is more than just history and philosophy. 

We have had a present day experience with the living Jesus that validates 

these ancient witnesses. We have been convinced that this Jesus who was 

“crucified, dead and buried” stepped out of his tomb on the “third day” and is 

present with us even now to heal our brokenness and shape our lives. We 



believe that (in some present day miraculous way) Jesus has changed who we 

are AND that he continues to work in and through our lives every day. 

  In some ways this third position (this willingness to believe) is the 

hardest position to take because it means we have a God who is living and 

active and has expectations for how we live our lives every day. Following the 

conceptual Jesus is easy. Following the living Jesus is hard. BUT, he  

promised us that he would be with us always; that he would live in us and 

empower us to be both his people and his witnesses in the world. 

  I don’t believe that these stories are meant to be a promise to us that 

every time we deal with the frailties of life that Jesus will step in to save us 

from what is naturally a part of the created order. We understand that we do 

not expect to live in this life forever. We are merely passing through. As Paul 

said, 

 For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive.  
1 Corinthians 15:22 (NIV) 

  I believe that these stories are meant to remind us that we serve a God 

who is not limited by the boundaries that are laid around our lives and that 

he actually can do amazing things in and through the lives of his people 

today. 

  My personal witness to you would be that even though Jesus hasn’t 

stepped in to my life to miraculously heal every physical malady that I’ve 

dealt with HE HAS been my comfort and strength through every challenge. I 

may continue to get shorter and slower but I can say that Jesus has worked 

his healing in my heart. 

  I started out my life very self-focused but Jesus has been at work to 

heal that part of my broken heart and has given me a capacity to love and 

give and serve that I never would have expected to be possible.  

  I have always been by nature a worrier AND along with that I have had 

a tendency to internalize my apprehension and anxiety. So it isn’t always 



apparent to other people BUT I need to say that in my life with Jesus he has 

done an amazing work to heal my fearful soul and given me a new 

perspective on every challenge that I face. I still think of myself as a worrier 

and that will probably continue to be my first inclination. BUT I have come to 

understand that I am becoming (more and more, every day) a “truster.” I 

know that Jesus will make it right. 

  I believe that this is what Jesus does; sometimes he heals our physical 

brokenness BUT he is always at work to heal the brokenness inside our lives.  

  So, I stand before you today to testify that Jesus the healer heals us. 

  This is what makes everything we do together meaningful and 

important and life-changing. This is what makes what we do when we take 

communion more than just a ceremony around a wafer and some juice. This 

is not just a nod to an ancient religious ceremony. This is us putting our lives 

into the hands of the Christ of God; the one who offers us forgiveness and 

who heals our emptiness and makes our lives new. 

  So, this is a call to BELIEVE in HIM; trust in his grace and his love for 

us; trust in his comforting presence and his amazing power AND maybe even 

more importantly this is a call to give him control over who you are. Decide to 

BELONG to him and let him heal you. 

  THEN (my hope is that) we will want to go out into the world and tell 

our friends about a Jesus who is actually able to be at work in our lives today; 

to heal our brokenness, fill our emptiness and give our lives meaning.  

  We are supposed to be able to say (with conviction) to anyone who cares 

to listen, “Christ is risen. Christ is risen indeed” and that (even now) makes 

all the difference. 

 


