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Luke 5:1-11 - Jesus Calls the First Disciples 
 5:1Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the 
crowd was pressing in on him to hear the word of God, 2he saw two boats 
there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were 
washing their nets. 3He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, 
and asked him to put out a little way from the shore. Then he sat down and 
taught the crowds from the boat. 4When he had finished speaking, he said to 
Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 
5Simon answered, “Master, we have worked all night long but have caught 
nothing. Yet if you say so, I will let down the nets.” 6When they had done this, 
they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. 7So they 
signaled their partners in the other boat to come and help them. And they 
came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon 
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, “Go away from me, Lord, 
for I am a sinful man!” 9For he and all who were with him were amazed at 
the catch of fish that they had taken; 10and so also were James and John, 
sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, 
“Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 11When they had 
brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him. 
 
 
  Last year one of the presents I received for Christmas was a small 

remote control helicopter that you are supposed to be able to fly around the 

room or take outside if you’d like. However, it has this rather cryptic warning 

not to operate it in too much sunlight. I guess that means that it’s really an 

indoor toy. 

  My helicopter came with a small control box that enables the operator 

to make the helicopter go up and down and forward and back and side to side; 

even spin around in circles if you’d like. 

  I figured out right away that it was easy to make the helicopter go up 

and down but after that it got a little frightening BECAUSE it tends to go 

side to side or forward and back on its own and making it not fly into a light 



fixture or another person in the room takes a lot of practice. I think that’s one 

of the reasons I put it away and forgot about it UNTIL this Christmas when I 

was trying (for some unknown reason) to recall what I had gotten last year. 

  I even thought about bringing it here today to show you how it works 

but the more I played with it again the scarier that idea was for me. I 

couldn’t guarantee that it wouldn’t land on somebody’s head or crash into a 

candle and I had a feeling that once there was this little helicopter flying 

around the room that nobody would be paying much attention to what I was 

trying to say.  

  So, I left it at home, (and I brought you a picture of it instead) but, 

just so you know for $29.95 you too can have the potential to frighten every 

living creature in your home BECAUSE going up and down is easy BUT 

everything else takes practice. 

  Now, in its strictest sense (when we talk about “life”), we could say that 

the actual “LIVING” is relatively EASY. As long as you can breathe and take 

some nourishment LIFE continues on AND if you’ve got a soft chair to sit in 

and a comfortable pair of shoes then you might think of yourself as blessed. 

The real challenges come when we try to CHANGE DIRECTIONS. The up 

and down is easy, everything else is hard. 

  I was a bit surprised to find that it was Edgar Rice Burroughs who said, 

We are, all of us, creatures of habit, and when the seeming necessity 
for schooling ourselves in new ways ceases to exist, we fall naturally 

and easily into the manner and customs which long usage has  
implanted ineradicably within us. ― The Beasts of Tarzan 

  Now, I don’t know if he was the first person to say it but I believe that 

what he said is true; we are creatures of habit which means that CHANGING 

from what we’ve been or what we’ve DONE to something new is always going 

to be hard. 

  I’ve also heard it said that, 



“It takes 30 days to make a habit and 30 days to break a habit.” 

  This is a principle that seems to apply in pretty much every area of our 

lives. I decided to Google this phrase to find out who said it and the answer 

was pretty much EVERYBODY. We all understand that the way we change 

what we’ve been is to become something new AND living a new life takes 

time and commitment and a lot of motivation. It takes practice. 

  This is why dieting is so difficult AND why dieting has always been 

such a good illustration (for me) of the challenges of living a Christian life. 

I’ve said for years that losing weight isn’t that hard, it’s keeping the weight 

off that is the challenge, because losing weight simply requires that I eat less; 

keeping weight off requires that I live a different way; that I adopt a whole 

new approach to food and life which means that in order to be successful at 

dieting a person needs to be motivated. 

  Now, if you’ve been around for a while you have heard me say that (in 

my most recent diet, which has been my most successful diet) I am motivated 

by my granddaughter and by my knees. My knees tend to hurt most of the 

time and weight loss is one way to put off having some sort of replacement 

procedure. I know it’s coming … but it’s not today. 

  The other thing that has inspired me is Avery Virginia Crawford, 

who is only a couple weeks shy of being two years old.  

  I’ve done the math. I just turned 63 and she is about to turn 2 which 

means that I have to live to be 79 to watch her graduate from High School 

and probably at least 85 if I expect to dance at her wedding and these things 

(this child) are important to me and have motivated me to make changes in 

my life. It’s not easy BUT it is necessary for me to reach my goals AND my 

goals are more important than food. 

  I think that we all understand that when things get hard or when we 

are taking on a challenge of some sort we have to be MOTIVATED or else we 



will just quit. It’s far too easy to go back to what we’ve done before OR go 

back to what we’ve been before. We are, after all, creatures of habit which 

means that we have to get ourselves to a place where our lives are being 

driven by a CONVICTION that something is more important to us or more 

important to the greater good than what we’ve always done. 

  Now we can talk about being followers of Jesus BECAUSE following is 

all about CONVICTION and MOTIVATION. 

  In the story for today, we are talking about those first followers, they 

were fishermen, which means that they had probably spent every day of their 

lives mending nets and cleaning out their boats. They had probably been 

going out to fish in that lake every evening of their lives from the time they 

were old enough to stand. 

  They had learned to sort and pack up the fish they might have caught 

to sell to the merchants in town or people who would stop by the shore. Their 

lives (like all of our lives) had been a consistent routine; an established habit 

and all of a sudden they were being asked to LEAVE EVERYTHING and 

follow after Jesus. 

  I am afraid that when we read the text that says, "they left everything 

and followed him” we assume that it was no big deal (because we already 

assumed that they were disciples; we know how this story is going to end). 

BUT we need to read these words again and linger for just a moment. “They 

left everything …” and followed Jesus. 

  Jesus said to Peter, 

 “Do not be afraid; from now on you will be catching people.” 

  As if the two were somehow related.  

  Nothing that Peter and Andrew, James and John had done over their 

entire lives had prepared them to do the work that Jesus was calling them to 

do. They knew all about boats and nets and fish and now they were going to 



do something that involved none of those things. They must have been 

frightened out of their minds. The questions would have just kept coming; 

“What does it mean to ‘fish for people’?” and “How will we do this people 

fishing?” “Where will we live?” and “How will we buy food?” “What will 

happen to our families?” 

  There wasn’t going to be anything simple or easy about their lives once 

they dropped their nets in the boat and followed Jesus. BUT, they must have 

had some sense that Jesus would answer all of their questions and that he 

would be able to provide for their lives. They must have TRUSTED him and 

been highly MOTIVATED by both their relationship to Jesus and the 

POTENTIAL impact that they could have on the world in which they live 

  We are supposed to see ourselves (like those fisherman) as followers of 

Jesus and the implication of this story is that (like them), we need to drop our 

nets in the boat; leave everything else behind us and go where Jesus would 

lead us. 

  This story suggests that Jesus can be more than just a famous figure 

out of history for us; that we can be so motivated by our love for him that we 

will turn our backs on all that we have been and become new people. 

  And this story is not an isolated incident. We are part of a long history 

of people (thousands of years of people) who have decided to trust in Jesus; 

who have had their lives changed and redirected AND who have been part of 

a movement of God’s people that has changed the world. 

  This is what it means to follow Jesus AND all of us should decide to 

follow. 

  Two weeks ago I gave you a brief summary of my personal call into the 

faith and if you boiled it all down to its basics components it ends up being 

surprisingly similar to the call of Peter and Andrew, James and John. Like 

them I experienced the living Jesus and like them I turned away from what I 



had been doing to begin to “fish for people;” to begin to invite people like you 

to become more committed servants of the Most High God. 

  At its core, this is what our testimony should be. We should all spend 

our lives telling our friends about a Jesus who has touched our lives and 

called us to care more about the people around us than we do about 

ourselves. Everyone who knows us should begin to see that at some point in 

our lives we have dropped our nets into the boat, have turned our backs on 

what we could have been and have decided to follow Jesus instead.  

  The last point I want to make today is that deciding to follow Jesus will 

not be easy because we are creatures of habit and when we get stressed or 

pressured we are most likely going to go back to doing what we have always 

done; living like we’ve always lived. In the southern Church they refer to this 

as “back sliding.” Not sliding on your back BUT sliding back to what you 

have been. 

  This means that in order for us to BE followers of Jesus we will have to 

be people of CONVICTION and we will have to be MOTIVATED. We will 

need to have a passion and a commitment for the one we follow and for the 

people we hope to reach. 

  In Jesus’ language it means that we will need to “love the Lord our God 

with all of our heart, soul, mind and strength” and “love our neighbors (the 

people who live around us in the world) as we love ourselves.” 

  In spiritually practical terms, we will need to get as close to Jesus as we 

possibly can AND the way we do that is by practicing the historical 

disciplines of the Christian faith.  

  •We need to spend time in PRAYER. Not just rote, mechanical prayer 

but heartfelt, meaningful prayer to this God who has both loved us and called 

us to be his children. We’re not talking about table blessings or simply 

walking through The Lord’s Prayer before bed. We are talking about opening 



our hearts to this God who sees deep down into our souls. We are talking 

about TRUSTING God with all of the secrets of our lives. We need a dynamic 

prayer life. 

  •We need to STUDY THE SCRIPTURES. I would remind you that if 

you commit yourself to regular and consistent study of God’s word that it will 

change your life. In some way, God speaks through his Word to inspire us, 

humble us and empower us to be all that God has created us to be. This needs 

to be more than reading through the Upper Room devotional. This needs to 

be time spent allowing the Word of God to speak to our lives. 

  •We need to WORSHIP. We need to regularly remind ourselves that 

we are not in charge of our lives. We need to put ourselves in the presence of 

the living God and to practice thanksgiving and praise. We need to be able to 

say that He alone is worthy. We need to be able to say that no matter what 

happens around us in our lives that God is still in charge and we trust in 

him. Regular worship helps to keep our lives in perspective. 

  •We need to get close to each other. The biblical word is KOINONIA 

(fellowship) but it means building a support group of faithful people who will 

help us deal with the challenges we all face each day of our lives. We need a 

Christian support group for taking on the challenges of being followers of 

Jesus in the real world. This is one of the purposes of the Church and we 

need to be here with each other and for each other as often as we can. 

  Other things will always seem important in the moment BUT these are 

things that will change our lives. These are the practical expressions of our 

CONVICTION; of our MOTIVATION; of our desire to follow Jesus. 

  AND last, we need to lean on the HOLY SPIRIT’S presence and power 

in our lives. Jesus promised us that he would never leave us alone. He said, 

 And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age. 
Matthew 28:20 

  And he said, 



Those who love me will keep my word, and my Father will love them, 
and we will come to them and make our home with them.  

John 14:23 

  It is the powerful presence of the living Jesus (inside our lives) that 

becomes our ongoing motivation. This is what drives us to leave everything 

else behind and “fish for people.” 

LEARNING TO LEAN 

The joy I can't explain fills my soul, 
Since the day I made Jesus my King; 

His blessed Holy Spirit is leading my way, 
He's teaching and I'm learning to lean. 

Chorus: 
I'm learning to lean, learning to lean, 

Learning to lean on Jesus. 
Finding more power than I'd ever dreamed, 

I'm learning to lean on Jesus.  

Sad, broken-hearted, so often I've knelt, 
And I've found God's peace so serene; 

And all that He asks is a child-like trust, 
And a heart that is learning to lean.  

Chorus: 

There's glorious vict'ry each day now for me, 
Since I found His peace so serene; 

He helps me with each task, if only I'll ask; 
Ev'ry day now I'm learning to lean. 

Chorus: 


