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The Birth of Jesus 
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Luke 2:1-14 
 2:1In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the 
world should be registered. 2This was the first registration and was taken 
while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3All went to their own towns to be 
registered. 4Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to Judea, 
to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the 
house and family of David. 5He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he 
was engaged and who was expecting a child. 6While they were there, the time 
came for her to deliver her child. 7And she gave birth to her firstborn son and 
wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was 
no place for them in the inn. 
 8In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch 
over their flock by night. 9Then an angel of the Lord stood before them, and 
the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were terrified. 10But the 
angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of 
great joy for all the people: 11to you is born this day in the city of David a 
Savior, who is the Messiah, the Lord. 12This will be a sign for you: you will 
find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a manger.” 13And suddenly 
there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and 
saying, 

14“Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
 and on earth peace among those whom he favors!” 

 

John 1:1-5, 10-14 
 1:1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the 
Word was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into 
being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The 
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God. 
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 
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  As a child, I remember walking from my house on Liberty Street to the 

old city center of North La Crosse (we called it “up town”), which was a 

typical street with shops like Berg’s drugstore, the Riviera Theater and the 

Ben Franklin.  

  This was one evening prior to Christmas and the stores were all 

decorated for the holiday so even in the dark the street was framed in 

beautiful light. There was a light snow falling and the wind was swirling 

which made it kind of hard to see, but through the haze you could see each 

pinpoint of light. The darkness was everywhere but each of these little points 

of light made the darkness beautiful. 

  I think about that moment from my childhood and it reminds me of this 

phrase from John’s gospel. 

5The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it. 

  We live in a world filled with darkness and every day we read stories 

about people who are going through difficult times. Most likely every one of 

us here tonight is only one step removed from someone who is facing some 

pain or uncertainty or fear in his or her life; someone we know is living in 

that darkness. 

  As followers of Jesus, you and I have been commissioned to be people of 

the light. 

  Sometimes that means that we need to let the light shine through our 

lives; to reflect the love of Jesus in what we do; to practice sacrificial love; to 

feed the hungry and clothe the naked. 

  Sometimes it means that we need to be willing to share with our friends 

the hope that burns brightly in our hearts NOT because we are healthy or 

wealthy or intellectually superior, BUT because this Jesus we talk about at 

Christmas time has touched our lives, forgiven our sin and healed our 

brokenness. 
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  But, before ANY OF this will happen, we need to decide that letting the 

light shine through our lives is more important to us than ANYTHING ELSE. 

We can’t be light in the world without taking our eyes off of ourselves. This 

means we have to step away from our own pride and our need to control. We 

have to be willing to turn away from our fear and our emptiness and own 

anger. We have to be willing to trust Jesus to re-create our lives from the 

inside out. This is what the Christian faith is all about and why Christmas is 

such a big deal; not just for us but for everyone. 

  There will always be times when the help that people need from us is 

beyond our personal ability or our personal resources; sometimes they need 

their hearts to be healed or they need to be lifted out of their despair. 

Sometimes people need forgiveness or hope or strength in the middle of a 

personal crisis. And in those moments, we need to both point people toward 

the light that is Jesus and introduce people to the light that stepped into our 

world on that first Christmas morning; the one who came to enlighten our 

lives. Jesus offers healing. 

  Jesus said to all of us, “YOU ARE THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD” and 

in those words we are supposed to hear both obligation and opportunity. You 

and I can (and should) be in a position to let light shine into the darkness 

that surrounds the lives of the people we live with every day. You and I have 

to be ready and willing to point people to Jesus. 

  All of my life I have underestimated the impact of one little light. 

  I recently read an article on a website called “livescience” which said 

that if you can get up high enough the human eye is capable of seeing the 

light of a single candle from 30 miles away; this means that we have an 

amazing capacity to see the light when it appears. This also means that a 

single candle can be a beacon in the darkness; one little light can point the 

way and (in a spiritual sense) WE CAN BE THAT LIGHT for someone. 
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  Every year I tell the story of a man named Nicholas who loved Jesus 

enough to sacrifice his future and his fortune in order to make a difference in 

the lives of the people he met. Today we know him as Santa Claus and 

because of his commitment to Jesus millions of people’s lives have been 

changed. 

  One single life can change the world and we can come up with a list 

of people who prove that point; people like Nelson Mandela and Mother 

Teresa and Billy Graham (and others) and we are grateful for their 

commitment and their sacrifice. We believe it is possible (in theory) for one 

person to impact the world for good but most of us are equally convinced that 

we will not be that one person. We never put our name on that list and this 

needs to change. 

  All of the great people in the world were, at one time, just like YOU 

AND ME. But, at some point they decided to care more about WHAT GOD 

WANTED and more about other people than they cared for their own 

personal desires. It was at that moment when THEIR HEARTS were 

CHANGED that they allowed themselves to be light in the darkness AND 

this is the change that needs to take place in our hearts as well.  

  Too many of us go through the Christmas holiday with no more 

ambition than to sing our way through the darkness or to party our way 

through the darkness. But we know that there comes a point where the songs 

go silent, the party ends and the darkness remains. 

  We are here tonight to celebrate that Jesus came into the world to 

enlighten our lives; this is Good News, but there is more. 

  We are here to testify that Jesus has stepped into our personal 

darkness and provides us with peace every day and hope for tomorrow; this 

is God’s Good News, but there is more. 
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  We are here to declare to a world that is filled with darkness that 

whenever the light shines in the dark that the light wins. We are here to 

acknowledge that we love the Lord our God with all of our heart, soul, mind 

and strength and that we are determined to be one of His little lights. 

 “This little light of mine, I’m going to let it shine.” 

  Now, WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT TO PARTICIPATE IN IS meant to be 

MORE THAN JUST A CHRISTMAS MEMORY. WHAT YOU ARE ABOUT 

TO SEE all around you in this room in the next few minutes IS A symbol (a 

representation) OF WHAT can happen when we allow the light of Christ to 

be reflected IN AND THROUGH OUR lives. 

  It always starts with Jesus but it SHOULD never end as just a memory. 

We are supposed to work with Jesus to change the world. We are supposed to 

make the light real for the people around us. We are supposed to begin this 

work tonight. 

  The light of the Lord continues to shine, as it glows in our lives 

in Christian love and service; for God has given us his Word. “And the 

Word became flesh and dwelt among us, full of grace and truth; we have 

beheld his glory, glory as of the only son from the Father.  And from his 

fullness we have all received, grace upon grace.” 


