
Jesus Answers John’s Questions 

December 11, 2016 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Matthew 11:2-11  
Messengers from John the Baptist 
 2When John heard in prison what the Messiah was doing, he sent word by 
his disciples 3and said to him, “Are you the one who is to come, or are we to 
wait for another?” 4Jesus answered them, “Go and tell John what you hear 
and see: 5the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, 
the deaf hear, the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to 
them. 6And blessed is anyone who takes no offense at me.” 
 
Jesus Praises John the Baptist 
 7As they went away, Jesus began to speak to the crowds about John: “What 
did you go out into the wilderness to look at? A reed shaken by the wind? 
8What then did you go out to see? Someone dressed in soft robes? Look, those 
who wear soft robes are in royal palaces. 9What then did you go out to see? A 
prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than a prophet. 10This is the one about 
whom it is written, 

‘See, I am sending my messenger ahead of you, 
who will prepare your way before you.’ 

 11Truly I tell you, among those born of women no one has arisen greater 
than John the Baptist; yet the least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than 
he.  
 
 

What Child Is This? 

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap, is sleeping? 

Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping? 

This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary!  

So bring Him incense, gold, and myrrh, 

Come peasant king to own Him, 

The King of kings, salvation brings, 



Let loving hearts enthrone Him. 

Raise, raise the song on high, 

The Virgin sings her lullaby: 

Joy, joy, for Christ is born, 

The Babe, the Son of Mary! 

  This morning we are continuing our conversation about John the 

Baptist. He was a man who was called by God specifically to point people to 

Jesus and since this is what we have been called to do today I think we can 

learn something from studying the life of John. 

  You may remember last week that I mentioned John had taken the vow 

of Nazarite which meant that he never cut his hair or shaved his beard; he 

wouldn’t eat anything that came from the grape vine (no grapes, no raisins, 

no wine) and he wouldn’t touch dead bodies. All of these restrictions were 

part of that vow. He lived in the wilderness eating locusts and wild honey 

AND people saw in John the reappearing of the Old Testament prophet 

Elijah. 

  If you remember the story of Elijah it says that he didn’t actually die, 

but he was swept off to heaven in a fiery chariot which meant that the people 

of Israel were expecting him to return one day on that same fiery chariot and 

usher in the kingdom of the Messiah. This gives you a sense of the impact 

that John made on the people of his day. 

  John’s ministry started out with a bang and he did it all without 

cathedrals or stadiums or social media. He was preaching and baptizing out 

in the wilderness which meant that, if people wanted to go see him or hear 

him they had to travel into the wilderness AND THEY DID. 

  And he had common people and religious leaders alike lining up to hear 

what he had to say and to be baptized by him in the Jordan River. As you 

might suspect John began to acquire followers (disciples) who embraced his 



message and wanted to be part of his revolution. His personal kingdom was 

growing BUT he understood that this was not why he was there. 

  John knew that his job was to point people to Jesus because Jesus was 

the true agent of change (John was just the messenger) and he also knew 

that his prominence would decrease and Jesus would eventually take center 

stage. John was just the opening act for the real show.  

  But even though Jesus had stepped on to the scene and John had 

admitted that he (personally) wasn’t worthy to even tie Jesus’ sandals John 

was still a player. He had people’s attention and he also wasn’t afraid to tell 

religious leaders and political leaders alike that they had to turn away from 

their sin and live changed lives.  

  He called the Pharisees a “brood of vipers” and he accused Herod 

Antipas (the regional king) of committing adultery by divorcing his wife and 

marrying his brother’s wife WHICH happened to be true BUT in that time 

and place you didn’t criticize the king without paying a price for it. 

  Because of John’s criticism, Herod Antipas had him arrested and 

thrown into prison. Eventually John ended up being beheaded BUT it was 

while John was in prison that he sent his disciples to Jesus to ask the 

questions we heard in this morning’s text. 

“Are you the one who is to come, or are we to wait for another?”  
Matthew 11:3 

  I believe that John knew he was about to die and he wanted to make 

sure that he had been pointing people in the right direction. He wanted to 

know that Jesus was truly God’s Chosen One. 

  Jesus response to John’s disciples was, 

“Go and tell John what you hear and see:” Matthew 11:4 

  This response reminded me a lot of what Jesus said when he was asked 

about how to identify false prophets. Jesus said, 

You will know them by their fruits. Matthew 7:16 



  I think we all understand that anyone can talk a good game BUT there 

is no substitute for playing the game. “Talk is cheap” but there is no 

substitute for “putting your money where your mouth is” (or your time or your 

heart). 

  Jesus could have said anything he wanted to John. He could have given 

him a wonderful sermon about loving God and about how important it was to 

usher in God’s kingdom on earth but I’m sure that Jesus wanted John to 

understand that he wasn’t simply talk. Jesus was changing the world around 

him. God was at work through Jesus in real, tangible ways and all John 

needed to do was listen and look. The proof was right there. 

  Every day (in some way) someone is asking US how we know that God 

is real or how we know that Jesus is who the Bible proclaims him to be. 

Every day someone is asking, 

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap, is sleeping? 

  What makes Christmas such a big deal; and we are expected to provide 

the answer. 

  We have gotten fooled into believing that the Church is a destination 

and that worship services are activities (like religious performances.) This 

means that many people come to places like this one NOT TO PARTICIPATE 

but to OBSERVE and they only hope to learn something that will make the 

investment of their time worthwhile. 

  The reality is that the Church is meant to be a transformational 

MOVEMENT; a gathering of the REDEEMED; a MISSION SENDING 

AGENCY that is preparing people to go out and change the world for Jesus. 

We are here to become witnesses to power of God. 

  And I will remind you again, that witness is not exclusively my job it is 

OUR job and we are supposed to take on this responsibility willingly because 

we have SEEN and HEARD what Jesus is able to do in the lives of ordinary 



people. We are supposed to be one of those people who has been touched and 

healed and given purpose in life. We are supposed to be one of those people 

who wakes up every day asking God to help us invite one more person into 

his family of faith. We are supposed to be people who are actively trying to 

find ways to proclaim the Good News of new life in Christ AND if we are not 

THEN we need to surrender our lives to Jesus today and allow him to fill our 

lives with his forgiveness and his peace and his hope. 

  We need to experience for ourselves what God is calling us to share. 

Prayer needs to be more than just a duty we perform AND worship needs to 

be more than something we do once in a while when we have nothing more 

important on our schedules. Bible study needs to be something more than an 

activity reserved for religious fanatics and little children.  

  As the Apostle Paul said to his protégé, Timothy: 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved by him,  
a worker who has no need to be ashamed,  

rightly explaining the word of truth. 2 Timothy 2:15 

  We are not witnesses to a philosophy or purveyors of our own religious 

opinions. We are witnesses to a living Savior who is transforming us and 

transforming the world we live in every today AND a big part of our answer 

to people’s questions about Jesus should be reflected in what they SEE and 

HEAR Jesus doing in US. 

  I WANT TO BE CLEAR, there is no substitute for being able to talk 

about our faith BUT unless what we say is backed up by WHO WE ARE then 

the words will have little. 

What child is this, who, laid to rest 
On Mary's lap, is sleeping? 

  This is the basic question of Christmas. Who was this baby that was 

born in a barn in Bethlehem? Why should I care? What difference does it 

make to the life I live? Tell them what you hear and see. Tell them that… 



This, this is Christ the King, 
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing:  

Haste, haste to bring him laud, 
The Babe, the Son of Mary!  

  Tell your friends that there is something life changing about Jesus; 

there is something deeper and more meaningful that lights and parties and 

presents in Jesus. Tell your neighbors that there is hope for the future in 

Jesus. 

  Tell them what YOU have seen and heard. 

 “Go and tell John what you hear and see:” Matthew 11:4 


