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Matthew 3:1-12: The Proclamation of John the Baptist 
 3:1In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, 
proclaiming, 2“Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.” 3This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 

“The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths straight.’” 

 4Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his 
waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. 5Then the people of 
Jerusalem and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the 
Jordan, 6and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their 
sins. 
 7But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he 
said to them, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the wrath to 
come? 8Bear fruit worthy of repentance. 9Do not presume to say to yourselves, 
‘We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these 
stones to raise up children to Abraham. 10Even now the ax is lying at the root 
of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear good fruit is cut down and 
thrown into the fire. 
  11“I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful 
than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. 12His winnowing fork is in his hand, 
and he will clear his threshing floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” 
 

 

Here I Am to Worship 

Light of the world You stepped down into darkness 
Opened my eyes, let me see 

Beauty that made this heart adore You 
Hope of a life spent with You 

Chorus: 

Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
altogether wonderful to me 



King of all days oh so highly exalted 
Glorious in Heaven above 

Humbly You came to the earth You created 
All for love's sake became poor 

Chorus: 

Here I am to worship, here I am to bow down 
Here I am to say that You're my God. 

You're altogether lovely, altogether worthy, 
altogether wonderful to me 

I'll never know how much it cost to see my sin upon that cross 

  I wanted to begin with this particular song because (if you think about 

it) it is a Christmas song and because it raises a critically important question 

for all of us; “Why are you here?” 

  I know of all kinds of reasons why we might be here. 

  For some of us it’s our job and we get paid to be here. I don’t believe 

that’s the best motivator for being present but it is a reason and if you begin 

to suspect that the only reason I am here is because you pay me to do this, 

then you should call the Bishop up today and demand a different pastoral 

leader. 

   But, “Why are you here? 

  Some people come because they have some function to perform; sing in 

the choir or hand out bulletins or teach a class. Some of us are here because 

it’s what we’ve always done and the week seems sort of “out of whack” if 

we’re not here on a Sunday morning. I hear that from lots of people. Some of 

us are here because of guilt and we’re looking for absolution; some of us here 

because we are looking for validation. We want someone to like us. Some of 

us just don’t want to be alone. 

  “Why are you here? 

  Is it just because it’s Christmas or is it because of what happened at 

Christmas? There’s a difference. 



  Another way to answer this question is by saying (as the song says) that 

we are here to worship because we have decided that we have been so blessed 

by the living God that we are willing to “bow down” and “say that You’re my 

God.” What draws us here should be a recognition that the “light of the 

world” has “stepped down into” our personal “darkness, opened (our) my eyes” 

and “let (us) me see.” 

   And what we’ve seen is “beauty that made this heart adore” our God and 

“Hope of a life spent with” the living Jesus. 

  This is the reason for our worship. We have been invited into a 

relationship with the living Jesus that is transformational. We have 

experienced forgiveness and a sense of purpose. We have been provided with 

hope for our future and a continual confidence that our God is with us every 

step along the way. Amen? 

  This is the reason that Christmas is such a big deal for us. It has 

nothing to do with the decorations or the parties or the gift giving. Christmas 

is a big deal because we have been touched and healed and forgiven. 

Christmas is a big deal because our God stepped into our world, took on 

human form and made a sacrifice that offers us a chance to be his children. 

  And this is where we circle back to John the Baptist. This relationship 

that we celebrate in places like this one was never meant to be something 

exclusively for us. Jesus came to offer new life to everyone and he has been 

continually raising up people to be his witnesses. John was not the first and 

he certainly wasn’t the last.  

  When John baptized people in the Jordan River he was saying to them 

that they needed to turn away from their old lives and become new people. 

They needed to be set aside for God’s kingdom and God’s service AND this is 

what baptism means for us today as well. It is not just a rite of passage, it is 

a surrendering of our lives to God’s will and God’s work in the world. 



  What John was being asked to do with his people is what we are being 

asked to do with the people we live with every day; prepare the way of the 

Lord. 

  But, there are some obvious differences between us and John: 

  John the Baptist was a given a particular responsibility. He was going 

to evoke for his people the memory of Elijah the prophet and be the one to 

introduce God’s people to their messiah. He was going to be “the voice of one 

crying in the wilderness” and his message was “prepare the way of the Lord.” 

  Along with that, John had taken the vow of a Nazarite which meant 

that he never cut his hair or shaved his beard; he wouldn’t eat anything that 

came from the grape vine and he wouldn’t touch anything that was dead. He 

lived in the wilderness eating locusts and wild honey. He was quite a 

character and his appearance alone would have set him apart from your 

ordinary citizen. 

  Unlike John, none of us are going to be expected to stop getting our hair 

cut or give up grapes BUT, like John, there should be things about us that 

identify us as different; “set apart for God.” We are not expected to fit in to 

the world we live in every day and there should always be a part of us that is 

a bit uncomfortable living in this temporary place. After all, this world is not 

our home. 

  And like John, we need to make sure that we are prepared to do the 

work that God has given us to do. John wasn’t off living in the wilderness 

because he happened to like dust and scorpions. John put himself in a place 

where he could “commune” with God; where he could learn the story that God 

wanted him to share and where he could develop some confidence that he was 

truly following God’s direction. I’m assuming that John spent a lot of time on 

his relationship to God which means he was committed to prayer and the 

study of the scriptures.  



  What John was being asked to do was going to be hard and he needed to 

be able to trust God with his entire life. What God has asked us to do is also 

hard and so we need that same kind of confidence and that same kind of 

relationship with Jesus that takes over everything about who we are. 

  The bottom line is that we need to be passionately in love with Jesus 

because there are people who have been placed in our lives whom we can help 

to meet and receive this same Jesus. 

  If we keep this message of forgiveness and new life bottled up inside 

these walls, then we have failed God. 

  So, we need to be like John. We need to take God’s call upon our lives 

seriously. We need to commit to “communing” with God. We need to learn to 

love Jesus more. We need to go where we are sent and we need to understand 

that for many people we will be a “voice crying in the wilderness.”  

  This Christmas season all of us should, “Repent, for the kingdom of 

heaven has come near” and we should be one of those people who is going to 

“prepare the way of the Lord” for somebody else. 

   Let Jesus be important to you. Talk to your friends. Practice what you 

preach. Merry Christmas! 

 


