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Matthew 24:36-44 – The Necessity for Watchfulness 
 36“But about that day and hour no one knows, neither the angels of heaven, 
nor the Son, but only the Father. 37For as the days of Noah were, so will be 
the coming of the Son of Man. 38For as in those days before the flood they 
were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage, until the day 
Noah entered the ark, 39and they knew nothing until the flood came and 
swept them all away, so too will be the coming of the Son of Man. 40Then two 
will be in the field; one will be taken and one will be left. 41Two women will be 
grinding meal together; one will be taken and one will be left. 42Keep awake 
therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. 43But 
understand this: if the owner of the house had known in what part of the 
night the thief was coming, he would have stayed awake and would not have 
let his house be broken into. 44Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son 
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.” 
 
 
  It is no secret that I (like many of you) was raised in a different time. 

The world of the 1950’s no longer exists and there are moments (like today) 

when I realize again just how much things have changed.  

  When I was a child, the Christmas season was rather well defined. It 

officially started when Santa Clause appeared at the end of the Macy’s 

Thanksgiving Day Parade and actual Christmas shopping didn’t begin until 

the next day. This was a time when there was no “Black Friday;” (at least it 

wasn’t referred to in that way) and Christmas shopping was confined to 

Monday through Saturday. There was a little jingle that played every day on 

the radio to remind us of how much time we had left to get all of our shopping 

done; “Only ____ shopping days, ‘til Christmas Day.” 

  But, even in my childhood, when the Christmas season seemed less 

hectic (and granted part of that perception came from the fact that I was a 



child), we still skipped over the season of Advent. It just didn’t seem that 

important. 

  So, people like me have been trying to convince people like you (for 

decades) that there are some wonderful blessings associated with the season 

of Advent that you don’t want to miss. BUT the reality is that it’s hard to 

compete with shopping displays that magically appear right after Halloween 

and radio stations playing Christmas carols 24 hours a day. It is hard when 

various television channels are doing some form of “countdown to Christmas” 

and all of the programs we have on our schedule have some sort of Christmas 

theme to them. 

  It’s easy for Advent to get lost but I am here to remind you (again) that 

Christmas isn’t the only wonderful thing that we should be celebrating. 

  Let’s start with the facts.  

  Today is the first Sunday in Advent. It isn’t Christmas yet and no 

matter how many Christmas specials you see the reality is that we aren’t 

there yet. The actual Christmas season is rather short. It begins on December 

25th and runs for 12 days until we get to Epiphany which is the celebration 

of the coming of the “Wise Men” to visit the baby Jesus. 

  Today is the first Sunday in Advent. The word advent means “coming” 

and it’s not just about the coming of Christmas. Advent is about the coming of 

Jesus and we can (and we should) talk about the coming of Jesus into our 

lives in a number of different ways. 

  First, these four weeks can be (and should be) a time of preparation for 

the Christmas that is still to come. This time of year is so crazy with meal 

planning, family gatherings, decorating and shopping that if we aren’t careful 

we can run right through the holiday without once pausing to recognize what 

God has done for us. 



  Our God stepped into our world. He came like us so that he could be 

like us and he died for us to buy us back from our brokenness to sin. Most of 

the Christmas specials that you will watch between now and December 25 

will probably leave out that little bit of Good News. 

  Jesus is the reason for the season and that’s not just a cliché; it is a 

reminder that in the birth of Jesus the whole world has been blessed and that 

God took an active part in calling all of his wandering children home.  

  What God has done for us is so wonderful and our lives are so hectic 

that we actually need time to get our heads around this amazing blessing. We 

need Advent so that we don’t get run over by all of the emotional and cultural 

expectations that are piling up on our calendars. Advent is the church’s way 

of saying, 

  •Take a deep breath 

  •Open your hearts to God’s peace 

  •Ask Jesus to hold you very close and pray for his strength. 

  BUT that’s not all. Advent is about a future hope.  

  Jesus came to us; born in a stable in a little town called Bethlehem. He 

eventually gathered followers and he taught and he healed the sick and he 

talked about being a sacrifice for a broken world. He died and he was raised 

to life again. He spent 40 days after the resurrection teaching his disciples 

about his plans for them (and for us) and then he left. BUT, he had promised 

that he would come again. 

  He said, 

“Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming  
at an unexpected hour.” Matthew 24:44 

  He said, 

… I go to prepare a place for you? And if I go and prepare a place for 
you, I will come again and will take you to myself, so that where I am,  

there you may be also. John 14:2b-3 



  At the time of his ascension, after the disciples had watched him leave, 

angels spoke to them and said, 

… Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up toward heaven?  
This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come  

in the same way as you saw him go into heaven.  Acts 1:11 

  The church has lived with this expectation that just Jesus is coming 

again. We are expecting another ADVENT of God’s presence in the world and 

we NEED TO BE READY. This is what Jesus was telling his disciples in the 

text from Matthew that we read for today. 

  The song “Joy to the World” is a song that we have always associated 

with Christmas but Isaac Watts (who wrote those beautiful lyrics) wasn’t 

writing a Christmas song. He based his text off of the second half of Psalm 

98. 

4Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;  
break forth into joyous song and sing praises. 

5Sing praises to the LORD with the lyre,  
with the lyre and the sound of melody. 

 6With trumpets and the sound of the horn  
make a joyful noise before the King, the LORD. 

7Let the sea roar, and all that fills it;  
the world and those who live in it.  

8Let the floods clap their hands;  
let the hills sing together for joy 

 9at the presence of the LORD,  
for he is coming to judge the earth.  

He will judge the world with righteousness,  
and the peoples with equity. 

  Isaac Watts was writing a Second Coming song. He was writing an 

Advent song. 

Joy to the earth! the Savior reigns; 
 Let all their songs employ; 

while fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains 
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy, 

 Repeat, repeat the sounding joy.  



  Our Jesus is coming again to reign over all of the earth and when that 

happens everything in all creation will “repeat the sounding joy.” 

He rules the world with truth and grace, 
and makes the nations prove 

the glories of His righteousness, 
and wonders of His love, 
and wonders of His love, 

and wonders, wonders of His love. 

  Jesus is coming again to “rule the world” and make everything right. 

Jesus is coming to transform everything that is, until we understand and 

celebrate the “wonders of his love.” This should be something that all of the 

followers of Jesus get excited about. Jesus said he was coming again and we 

should all be waiting for that day. 

  In the meantime, we commit our lives to being ready for his return. 

Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming  
at an unexpected hour. Matthew 24:44 

  The last aspect of the season of Advent is the recognition that Jesus has 

come to break into our lives. Jesus is with us today to break through the wall 

of sin and guilt that we have built up around our hearts and to begin to 

transform us into the children of God that we were created to be. 

  Jesus has come to heal our brokenness, fill our emptiness and teach us 

how to love each other. Jesus is here to begin the transformation of the world 

by transforming our lives, BUT this is not automatic. We need to listen for 

God’s whisper and then respond to God’s call. We need to be willing to receive 

him into our hearts and into our world. We need to decide today to turn away 

from what we have been and begin to become what Jesus wants us to be. This 

is that moment when our lives can begin again. 

  This is the power of Advent. This is why we need to stop and take a 

breath and think again about what God has done for us. This is the power of 

Advent. 


