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Isaiah 6:1-8 - A Vision of God in the Temple 
 6:1In the year that King Uzziah died, I saw the Lord sitting on a throne, 
high and lofty; and the hem of his robe filled the temple. 2Seraphs were in 
attendance above him; each had six wings: with two they covered their faces, 
and with two they covered their feet, and with two they flew. 3And one called 
to another and said: 

“Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; 
the whole earth is full of his glory.” 

 4The pivots on the thresholds shook at the voices of those who called, and 
the house filled with smoke. 5And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a 
man of unclean lips, and I live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes 
have seen the King, the LORD of hosts!” 
 6Then one of the seraphs flew to me, holding a live coal that had been taken 
from the altar with a pair of tongs. 7The seraph touched my mouth with it 
and said: “Now that this has touched your lips, your guilt has departed and 
your sin is blotted out.” 8Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 
shall I send, and who will go for us?” And I said, “Here am I; send me!”  
 
 
  Let’s begin by setting a bit of the background for this text. 

  Isaiah, the son of Amoz, was called to be God’s prophet (to speak on 

God’s behalf) to the people of Jerusalem and the kingdom of Judah sometime 

in the mid-700’s B.C. 

  At that time, it seems that God’s people had once again become distant 

from him; they had allowed their religious practice to become a replacement 

(a substitute) for their relationship to God. They had gotten used to doing 

whatever they wanted and they rationalized their behavior by going through 

the motions of their religious practice. It seems like they had decided to 

believe that as long as they brought their sacrifices to the temple that they 

could basically do whatever they wanted. It was to these people that God 

said, through the mouth of Isaiah, 



I have had enough of burnt offerings of rams and the fat of fed beasts; 
 I do not delight in the blood of bulls, or of lambs, or of goats.  

Isaiah 1:11 

  When I was in seminary the joke was that this verse was proof that 

“God wasn’t going to take no bull.” So, if someone asks you what we talked 

about today this is what you might tell them. God ain’t going to take no bull; 

there is no substitute for a heart that loves God.  

  I hope you understand that “religion” was never meant to be a 

justification for the way we live our lives. Our worship here and the way we 

live our lives out there are both supposed to be a reflection of our relationship 

to God. We are supposed to be people who have been touched and healed and 

forgiven and because of that our lives are different. We have been called to be 

holy (which means “set aside for God”) AND our new life in Christ is the path 

that we have decided to follow. Somewhere along the way the people of 

Jerusalem had forgotten that they were supposed to both love and trust in 

God. We know that (like the people of Jerusalem) we will always be tempted 

to go our own way and to abandon our God for other things which is why we 

need to read (and re-read) the words of Isaiah. Isaiah reminds us that there 

is no substitute for a relationship with the living God. 

  Isaiah was being commissioned by God to, 

Go and tell this people 

(people who were supposed to be God’s people) that they  

keep on listening, but do not perceive;  
keep on looking but do not understand. Isaiah 6:9 

  Sometimes I think we are those people; not evil really, just continually 

distracted; caught up in an attempt to keep up with the competition; trying to 

find room for the latest game, to squeeze in the next obligation. 

  We seem to have lost our appreciation for quiet. We have no time in our 

lives for reflection. Prayer has become (at best) an obligation that we try to 



rush through as quickly as possible. God speaks and we are too busy to listen. 

We used to have an actual day of rest in our lives but those times have 

disappeared. 

  Even here, we catch snatches of the conversation but we have no time to 

reflect on it or apply it to our lives. Our relationship with God has become 

that nice thing we will get back to when we have a moment BUT for most of 

us that moment never comes. 

  We need an Isaiah in our lives. We need someone who will call us to 

stop this headlong rush we call life and find healing for our empty souls. 

Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean; remove the evil of your 
doings from before my eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek 

justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the orphan, plead for the widow.  
Isaiah 1:16-17 

  One of the things that we understand from the story of Isaiah is that he 

had a certain amount of (what we might call) “situational awareness.” He 

understood that the people he lived with every day were distant from God. He 

saw the need in the lives of his family and friends. God’s people were 

standing at a distance from their own hope and the spiritual and moral 

emptiness of his world could not be ignored. 

  Another thing that made Isaiah somewhat unique to his time was that 

he recognized his own personal sinfulness. He understood that he wasn’t 

worthy to be God’s spokesperson. Ironically, this made him the perfect 

candidate for the job. 

And I said: “Woe is me! I am lost, for I am a man of unclean lips, and I 
live among a people of unclean lips; yet my eyes have seen the King,  

the LORD of hosts!” Isaiah 6:5 

  This is one of the lessons for today; “God never calls the prepared, but he 

always prepares the called.” Most all of the great men and women of faith 

were broken people BUT they understood their own brokenness and they 

were willing (at some point) to trust in God. 



  Isaiah was one of those people AND he wasn’t chosen because he was 

great, he was chosen because he was willing. So as we read through the story 

of Isaiah we are supposed to understand that it doesn’t matter who we are or 

where we’ve been or how many Bible verses we’ve committed to memory. God 

can use us to help someone else to stop their wandering and to find peace in 

God. BUT, we have to be willing and our willingness says something about 

where our heart is. Where is our heart? 

  We need to be willing to be touched by God and then we need to be 

willing to go where we are sent. Now, I don’t want you to zone out on me 

here. This is not a conversation for somebody else. This is a conversation for 

you and me.  

  Hear this good news: God can heal our brokenness, prepare us to be his 

servants and then use us to call (possibly) a whole nation of people into a 

relationship with the living God that will change their lives and change the 

world that they live in. 

  We cannot expect elected officials to somehow magically step in and 

change our world. The world changes when people are changed and this is 

why Jesus came. This is what the “church” is all about. 

  When I was in college I took a class called “The Sociology of Religion” 

and they talked about how religious movements develop and they plotted 

that development on a standard bell curve. 

  They said that most religious movements start out as just that; a 

movement that doesn’t have a lot of people or resources but it is filled with a 

lot of excitement and the movement tends to be very fluid (or flexible) which 

allows it to adapt to the changes that are taking place around it; things 

happen very quickly and the excitement grows. People see the excitement 

and they are attracted to it and then the movement grows.  



  But as growth takes place there is a need to manage that growth and so 

most movements (as they start to deal with more people and more resources) 

begin to install structure. Like McDonald’s they want to be able to replicate 

the experience for you so that you know what you’re going to get. When this 

happens then the movement begins to become institutionalized. It becomes 

less flexible and more structured.  

  As this developing institution continues to grow, it loses the creative 

excitement that it once had and it has a harder time reacting to the changes 

that take place around it. People start to lose touch with the reason they 

came in the first place. Some people settle in because they’re comfortable but 

others begin to drift away because they’re looking for that excitement that 

drew them in the first place. 

  The passion that started the movement gets lost and so the institution 

begins to fall apart. People leave and the money leaves and it gets harder and 

harder to keep things the way they’ve always been. People start saying things 

like, “We’ve never done it like that before” or “Why can’t we just go back to the 

way it used to be?”  

  What needs to happen is that the institution needs to become a 

movement again. It needs to be driven by people who are passionately in love 

with their God and passionately in love with the people around them. 

  This is what happened to the people of Israel. Their passion was 

replaced by religious practice and they lost the relationships that made them 

who they were in the first place. That’s why they needed an Isaiah. This is 

why we need an Isaiah in our lives today. 

  The story of Isaiah is a call to all of us; a call to allow God to touch us 

with his burning fire; a call to allow the holy one to purify our lives and 

prepare us to speak on his behalf. But in order for that to happen, we have to 

be willing. 



  We have to be willing to experience God’s touch upon our lives AND 

then (like Isaiah), we need to respond to God’s call upon our lives.  

  God has called all of us to step out of the world we live in and walk a 

different path. God has called us all to be “holy” (set aside for his purposes) 

and we are supposed to be coming here to get ourselves prepared to go out 

there … not just live out there (although that should be a side benefit) but to 

represent Jesus out there. 

  Church membership is the response to a call. We are not joining an 

institution; we are becoming a part of a movement. We are not here to figure 

out what we believe; we are here to live out what we believe. We are not here 

to earn our way into heaven, we are here because Jesus has invited us into 

heaven and we have accepted that invitation. 

  Isaiah is speaking and we should be listening.  

  All of us should respond to God today with his words, “Here am I, send 

me.” 


