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1 Kings 17:1-16 [17-24] 
Elijah Predicts a Drought 
 17:1Now Elijah the Tishbite, of Tishbe in Gilead, said to Ahab, “As the LORD 
the God of Israel lives, before whom I stand, there shall be neither dew nor 
rain these years, except by my word.” 2The word of the LORD came to him, 
saying, 3“Go from here and turn eastward, and hide yourself by the Wadi 
Cherith, which is east of the Jordan. 4You shall drink from the wadi, and I 
have commanded the ravens to feed you there.” 5So he went and did 
according to the word of the LORD; he went and lived by the Wadi Cherith, 
which is east of the Jordan. 6The ravens brought him bread and meat in the 
morning, and bread and meat in the evening; and he drank from the wadi. 
7But after a while the wadi dried up, because there was no rain in the land. 
 
The Widow of Zarephath 
 8Then the word of the LORD came to him, saying, 9“Go now to Zarephath, 
which belongs to Sidon, and live there; for I have commanded a widow there 
to feed you.” 10So he set out and went to Zarephath. When he came to the gate 
of the town, a widow was there gathering sticks; he called to her and said, 
“Bring me a little water in a vessel, so that I may drink.” 11As she was going 
to bring it, he called to her and said, “Bring me a morsel of bread in your 
hand.” 12But she said, “As the LORD your God lives, I have nothing baked, 
only a handful of meal in a jar, and a little oil in a jug; I am now gathering a 
couple of sticks, so that I may go home and prepare it for myself and my son, 
that we may eat it, and die.” 13Elijah said to her, “Do not be afraid; go and do 
as you have said; but first make me a little cake of it and bring it to me, and 
afterwards make something for yourself and your son. 14For thus says the 
LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be emptied and the jug of oil 
will not fail until the day that the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 15She went 
and did as Elijah said, so that she as well as he and her household ate for 
many days. 16The jar of meal was not emptied, neither did the jug of oil fail, 
according to the word of the LORD that he spoke by Elijah. 
 
 



A Song for Reflection: 
“In the Lord Alone” 

In the Lord, the Lord alone are righteousness and strength 
The height and breadth and length of love is found in Him 
In the Lord, the Lord alone are righteousness and strength 

In the Lord, in the Lord alone 

In the Lord, the Lord alone are life and health and peace 
His mercies and His loving kindness never cease 

In the Lord, the Lord alone are life and health and peace 
In the Lord, in the Lord alone 

In the Lord, the Lord alone is everything I need 
The Son of man now reigning high will intercede 
In the Lord, the Lord alone is everything I need 

In the Lord, in the Lord alone 
In the Lord, in the Lord alone 

  Songs play a critical role in our ability to learn and celebrate our faith. 

They allow us to learn things that we might not hear in any other format. So, 

we have a relatively simple song like this one, “In the Lord Alone” which says 

something profound about our relationship to God. In the Lord alone is a 

transformed life; a life that reflects the presence of the living God in the 

world around us.  

  In the Lord alone are “righteousness,” “strength” and “love.” 

Righteousness is the willingness and ability to live “rightly.” Our God 

provides us with both direction and passion for following him every day. In 

the Lord we find a relationship that is changing the very nature of who we 

are AND if our relationship to our God is not changing who we are, then 

there is something wrong with that relationship. 

  The word “strength” is an affirmation that our God provides us with the 

strength we need in order to face the many challenges that come to us in life. 

We know that at some point all of us will be tested and our relationship to 

God provides us with some assurance that no matter what we have to go 

though we will experience his presence and his power working in us. 



  As followers of Jesus we have come to believe that our God is able to 

teach us to be loved and to love, not with a selfish (whatever I can get out of 

it) kind of love but with a love that gives itself away; a love that willingly 

makes sacrifices because we value our relationships with God and with each 

other above ourselves. This is the love that Jesus showed us when he died on 

the cross for our sin. Each of these things is TRANSFORMATIONAL but the 

key is that these things are available to us IN THE LORD ALONE. 

  And then the song goes on. 

  In the Lord alone are “life” and “health” and “peace.” This is not a 

promise that we will forever be immune to the world around us or immune to 

the ravages of time. All of us will struggle with bad eyes and bad knees and 

other more complicated things that come with the frailty of life. BUT, what 

Jesus came to do for us was to offer us a sense that “even though we die, 

yet shall we live” and “nothing can separate us from the love of God.” 

  We have been promised life beyond this life BUT it is more than just a 

hope for heaven. Our God has come to fill our lives with a sense of the wonder 

of creation, an appreciation for everything that God has “fearfully and 

wonderfully made” (Psalm 139:14). The Hebrew word that is translated in 

this psalm as “fearfully” is an acknowledgment that God has done an 

AWESOME thing. This is what we begin to recognize; God has done an 

awesome thing and he has invited us to be part of it. 

  We are talking here again about a transformed life. God is at work 

changing our perspective on everything, BUT again this happens IN THE 

LORD ALONE. 

  IN THE LORD ALONE we find “mercy;” unmerited grace; a love that 

we do not deserve. IN THE LORD ALONE we begin to understand that God 

is working to provide everything we need. BUT these are things that can’t be 

measured in dollars and cents; these are things that can’t be measured in 



power and influence. Our God is available to us to transform us into people 

who more and more resemble the God of all creation. We should be becoming 

like him. 

  What we are meant to learn from this song is that there are things that 

we can only learn in our relationship to the living God. AND these are things 

that we need to learn because if we don’t (if we won’t) then we will go through 

our lives in fear and hopelessness and uncertainty. We will never be prepared 

to serve our God and never be part of God’s movement to bring all of the 

world’s wandering children back into a relationship with their creator. 

  In its broadest sense this is what we see happening in the life of Elijah 

in this story from the Old Testament book of 1 Kings.  

  After the death of King Solomon, the United Kingdom of Israel split 

into two separate kingdoms. The ten (10) northern tribes of God’s people 

joined together and formed a kingdom that they called “Israel” while the two 

(2) southern tribes formed a nation that they called “Judah.” 

  These two separate kingdoms existed side by side for two hundred years 

and the events we are talking about today happened in the northern kingdom 

during the reign of King Ahab.  

  Generally speaking, after the separation of the tribes, the norther 

kingdom wandered back into the same kinds of paganism that the people had 

practiced prior to the coming of the prophet Samuel. 

  The northern kingdom had nineteen (19) kings in their two hundred 

years of existence and every one of them was described as doing “evil in the 

sight of the Lord.” One of the worst was King Ahab and his wife Jezebel. 

  It was during the reign of king Ahab that God called Elijah to be his 

prophet (his voice) and God sent Elijah to speak to the people of the Northern 

Kingdom and in particular their evil king, Ahab, about their moral and 

spiritual failure. 



  God sent Elijah into (what amounted to) enemy territory to try to push 

Ahab to acknowledge the one true God. BUT in order for Elijah to speak the 

words he was asked to speak and to take on the challenges that he was being 

asked to assume, he needed to be reminded that his God was able to do 

amazing things. He needed to be reminded (like the song says) that IN THE 

LORD ALONE he would find EVERYTHING that he needed. 

  ELIJAH’S first task was to go to King Ahab and tell him that the God of 

Israel was bringing a drought upon the land. This was (in effect) setting up a 

contest between the God of Israel and the pagan gods that the people had 

been worshiping. Elijah was saying to Ahab that the God of Israel, who is 

Lord over all creation, had declared a drought and it wouldn’t end until Ahab 

acknowledged God. Ahab could call out all of his pagan priests and petition 

his pagan gods as much as he liked but nothing was going to change until 

Ahab recognized that the God of Israel was the one true God. 

  So, after Elijah delivered his message to Ahab, God told him to go off 

across the Jordan River and hide by a particular brook called “Cherith” and 

God said that he would provide both food and water for Elijah there. 

  After the brook dried up, God told Elijah to travel to Zarephath which 

was about 80 miles north and west of where he had been hiding. There he 

came into contact with a widow who was preparing to make one last meal for 

herself and her son and then she planned on dying. This was a woman who 

had few resources and no hope. 

12“As surely as the LORD your God lives,” she replied, “I don’t have any 
bread—only a handful of flour in a jar and a little olive oil in a jug. I 
am gathering a few sticks to take home and make a meal for myself  

and my son, that we may eat it—and die.” 1 Kings 17:12 

  At this point in the story God told Elijah that the woman’s small jar of 

meal and her jug of oil would not run out until the drought was ended. God 



was stepping in to provide for Elijah, this widow and her son in a truly 

miraculous manner. 

14”For thus says the LORD the God of Israel: The jar of meal will not be 
emptied and the jug of oil will not fail until the day that  

the LORD sends rain on the earth.” 1 Kings 17:14 

  Most of us get distracted by this never ending supply of food and we 

either dismiss the story as being a biblical “fairy tale” (which THEN leaves us 

with the bigger QUESTION of WHAT we WILL be willing to BELIEVE). OR, 

we wonder why God won’t do the same thing for us and we wander off into 

conversations about what degree of faith would be required to have this same 

kind of thing happen in our lives. We don’t always realize it but this 

conversation leads us dangerously close to the same kind of idolatry that the 

people of Israel were trapped in. We subconsciously want a god who we can 

control, when we are being asked to trust in a God who demands that he be 

in charge of every aspect of our lives AND a God who can provide what we 

need in order to do his work in the world. 

  The focus of this story isn’t about what God can do for us; the focus of 

this story is about what we can do for God and how God can work through us 

to make that happen. 

  This food miracle was KEEPING ELIJAH ALIVE because Elijah had 

some significant work left to do for God. So, the food was in one sense very 

practical but in another sense it was very spiritual. Elijah was being taught 

that God could DO anything that needed to be done. This was a critical lesson 

for Elijah because he was about to be swept into a face to face encounter with 

King Ahab, his wife Jezebel (who was some piece of work) and 500 prophets 

of the pagan god, Baal. 

  Elijah needed to know that when he was told by God to speak and act 

that God would make it happen. This is a conversation about the 

CONFIDENCE OF FAITH. 



  This applies to us because we are called out into the world; not just to 

do good things but to speak for God. We are (all of us) called to be like Elijah 

and to speak to the world’s moral failure and to invite people to trust the 

living God but before we will be effective we need to be confident that “in the 

lord alone” we will find everything we need to do the work we are being asked 

to do. 

  All of us need this confidence and so the question we should be asking 

ourselves might be, “how do we acquire that kind of confident faith that 

allows us to be God’s witnesses?” I assume that faith training will vary 

somewhat from person to person because we are all being prepared to serve 

in different ways. BUT I do believe that whatever training we need will 

ALWAYS, be at its core, RELATIONAL. 

  Years ago my oldest sister asked me why anyone would want to go to 

Church. She wasn’t much of a believer at the time AND I remember saying to 

her, “Judy, the Church is a support group for people who want to live a 

Christian life” and I don’t take credit for that statement. I believe that it was 

a God moment. 

  My sister’s response to me was, “I never thought of it like that before” 

and I would suggest that there are a lot of people who come to Church every 

Sunday (and even more who are never here) who have never thought of it like 

that before either.  

  This is not a show. This is not a way of earning God’s favor. This is a 

community of people who come together to get in touch with the Living God 

and who have pledged their lives to helping each other live out their faith and 

accomplish the tasks that God has assigned to each of us. We are meant to 

intentionally build our relationship with God and with each other so that we 

can be shaped into the witnesses that God has called us to be. 


