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2 Samuel 7:1-17 
 7:1Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had given him 
rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the prophet Nathan, 
“See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 
3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind; for the LORD is 
with you.” 
 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan: 5Go and tell 
my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to build me a house 
to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I brought up the people of 
Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been moving about in a tent and a 
tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about among all the people of Israel, did 
I ever speak a word with any of the tribal leaders of Israel, whom I 
commanded to shepherd my people Israel, saying, “Why have you not built 
me a house of cedar?” 8Now therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: 
Thus says the LORD of hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the 
sheep to be prince over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever 
you went, and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make 
for you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I will 
appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may 
live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and evildoers shall afflict 
them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I appointed judges over my 
people Israel; and I will give you rest from all your enemies. Moreover the 
LORD declares to you that the LORD will make you a house. 12When 
your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your ancestors, I will 
raise up your offspring after you, who shall come forth from your 
body, and I will establish his kingdom. 13He shall build a house for 
my name, and I will establish the throne of his kingdom forever. 14I 
will be a father to him, and he shall be a son to me. When he commits 
iniquity, I will punish him with a rod such as mortals use, with blows 
inflicted by human beings. 15But I will not take my steadfast love from him, 
as I took it from Saul, whom I put away from before you. 16Your house and 
your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me; your throne 
shall be established forever. 17In accordance with all these words and with 
all this vision, Nathan spoke to David. 
 
 



  You may have noticed that we have been walking our way through the 

Old Testament story and stopping at some significant transitional moments 

in the life of the people of Israel. Part of the challenge of working through the 

story of our faith in this way is that we are jumping over quite a bit of 

background material that we need to review in order to understand the text 

we are focusing on for each Sunday.  

  What I am suggesting is that you need to be taking notes because we 

are forced to quickly cover a lot of material that is also critical for us to 

understand. 

  When we get all done with this I want you to be prepared to go into your 

world and be able to talk about the story of your faith. 

  A few weeks back we talked about how the people of Israel, after having 

been freed from their slavery in Egypt, stopped at Mt. Sinai so that Moses 

could speak with God and find out from God what it meant for these people to 

actually be God’s chosen people.  

  The lesson on that Sunday was about how the people panicked while 

Moses was up on the mountain and they decided to create a “golden calf” to 

worship. The people of Israel were going through a spiritual crisis and they 

failed. 

  While he was up on the mountain God gave Moses a fairly detailed set 

of rules that would govern the lives of the people of Israel but he also offered 

them a 10-point foundational summary of the rules that anyone could 

remember and everyone should obey. These Ten Commandments were more 

than simply a synopsis of The Law; they were the foundational principles 

that stood behind The Law AND God wrote them with a burning finger on 

tablets of stone. 

  We don’t often get into the minutia of God’s conversation with Moses 

and to be honest many of the details about how the people of Israel were 



supposed to live their lives no longer apply today.BUT, there are some things 

that we need to understand about what God said to Moses in order for us to 

understand the story of our faith. 

  One of those things that God laid out for Moses was the plans for a 

Tabernacle; a portable Church; a place where the people could learn about 

the sacrificial system and more specifically learn about the concepts of 

SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT and about PROPITIATION and the 

EXPIATION of sin. What the people of Israel were supposed to learn at the 

Tabernacle were principles that were meant to prepare them for the coming 

of God’s great salvation; for the work of Jesus. 

  Inside the Tabernacle was a box that was made out of Acacia wood 

and covered with beaten gold. Inside the box were the stones containing the 

Ten Commandments, a sample of the Manna that God provided for the 

people in the wilderness and Aaron’s rod which budded and grew as an 

affirmation that the tribe of Levi (the tribe of Moses and Aaron) would 

forever serve as God’s priests. 

  This box was called the “Ark of the Covenant,” and on the cover of 

the box were two “seraphim” (two angels) who were facing each other and 

their wings came together at a point that was referred to as “The Mercy 

Seat.” This was where the people of Israel believed that God touched the 

world. This is where the blood of atonement was sprinkled for their 

forgiveness (for their propitiation). 

  Whenever the people of Israel were on the move the “Ark of the 

Covenant” went in front of them. Whenever the people of Israel were camped 

the Ark of the Covenant was at their center and because they believed that 

the Ark of the Covenant was where God touched the world that box was 

literally the center and the focus of their lives. 



  They moved that box around for over 400 years. For a time, the 

Tabernacle (and the Ark of the Covenant) were located at a place called 

Gilgal and then it was moved to another place called Shechem. For many 

years the Tabernacle was at Shiloh until the Israelites were defeated in 

battle there, the Tabernacle was destroyed and the Ark of the Covenant was 

captured by the Philistines. 

  After the Ark was recaptured it was kept in the home of a man named 

Abinadab and later (for a shorter time) in the house of man named Obed-

edom. Eventually, king David moved the Ark to the city of Jerusalem where 

he placed it in a special tent that he had set up to house the Ark and this is 

where we step into the story for today. 

… (David) said to the prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in  
a house of cedar, but the ark of God stays in a tent.” 2 Samuel 7:2 

  David wanted to build a Temple; a permanent structure; a place to 

house the Ark of the Covenant as a way of honoring God and declaring to 

everyone that the God of Israel continued to be the center of their lives. 

  This seemed like it would have been an appropriate next step. In fact, 

Nathan the prophet’s first response to David was to just go ahead, 

Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you have in mind;  
for the LORD is with you.” 2 Samuel 7:3 

  But God stepped in to change that plan and later on that evening he 

spoke to the Prophet Nathan and Nathan passed on what God had said to 

David. 

 But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan; 
 2 Samuel 7:4 

  The problem with David’s plan was that the people of Israel had spent 

hundreds of years struggling with idolatry. They had been influenced by the 

people around them to the point that it was “natural” for them to think of 

gods as things you could control or manipulate or influence AND the problem 



with David’s plan was that it might be interpreted by the people as a way of 

controlling God. They might think that David was treating the God of Israel 

just like they had treated all of the pagan gods that they had worshipped in 

the past. 

  Building a temple (no matter what David was intending) would have 

been perceived as David taking control over the God of Israel AND the people 

needed to understand that their God wasn’t like the gods of their pagan 

neighbors; their God wouldn’t be domesticated or controlled. So, even though 

(from David’s perspective) it seemed like the right thing to do, God was going 

to take charge of David’s desire and would give the job of building a temple to 

David’s son, Solomon. God would be in control of this event. 

  Now, THE MOST BASIC LESSON THAT we can learn FROM THIS 

moment in the life of David is that (like him) WE need to allow God to be in 

control of OUR lives. We don’t control God or tell God how to respond. We 

don’t shape God around our desires; we allow God to reshape us and to show 

us how to both live and love. This means that we need to make sure that 

nothing else becomes more important to us than God; that nothing else has 

our love or loyalty. 

  We can always get a sense of what we love the most by taking a look at 

our datebooks and our checkbooks. We can look and see what has control of 

our time and what has control of our wealth. It’s pretty hard to argue with 

reality BUT the real question we need to be asking ourselves is, “Why do 

these things control so much of who I am?” and once we’ve asked the question 

then we have to decide what needs to change. 

  This is the first CRISIS OF FAITH. This is the “in or out moment” 

for each of us. Will I continue to put God in a convenient little box and only 

bring him out for holidays and crisis times OR will I decide to trust him 



enough to give him control over everything that I am? Will I decide to TRUST 

God and allow him to shape how I live my life from this day forward? 

  What we should never forget (and this might be the most significant 

piece of this conversation) is that our God has called us to FREEDOM. 

Freedom from our slavery to sin; freedom from our broken decision making; 

freedom from the fear of death; freedom from a purposeless life. AND all of 

those things are found in a faith filled relationship with our savior, Jesus 

Christ. All of those things come to us when we allow Jesus to be both savior 

and Lord for us. The word “Lord” means the one who has control. We are 

being asked to voluntarily allow Jesus to have control over who we are and 

allow him to steer our lives to the places that he wants us to go. 

  Our freedom in Christ was never meant to become a license to do 

whatever we want. The goal that God has set for our lives is to be like him. 

He said it from the very beginning. 

For I am the LORD who brought you up from the land of Egypt,  
to be your God; you shall be holy, for I am holy. Leviticus 11:45 

… and once we have taken this step; once we have decided to allow God to 

remake us into his image then we should begin to apply our new lives to the 

world we live in every day.  

  Now, we are supposed to understand that there is a difference between 

the life of faith and just going out and doing good things. BUT this is one of 

those distinctions that confuses some people who are looking at us from the 

outside. Being nice and being Christian may appear to be exactly the same 

BUT the difference is that our faith in Jesus is more than holding Jesus up as 

a model for behavior. Our faith in Jesus is built on a spiritual connection to 

him that is changing the very nature of who we are. Because we are being 

changed into the likeness of the holy God we are learning to be loved and to 

love sacrificially and that is where our faith in Jesus should be becoming very 

practical. 



  This means that being a follower of Jesus should inform how we vote 

in the upcoming elections and it should move us to want to solve problems 

like poverty and homelessness and child neglect. What we see happening in 

the inner city should be our concern. What we see happening in places like 

Aleppo and Ankara and Jerusalem should also be our concern and move 

us to find ways to represent Jesus in those places. 

  The bottom line is that Jesus should be informing us as to how we live 

our lives, which is why we invest ourselves in Bible study and prayer and 

worship, because these things bring us into the presence of the Living God 

and being in God’s presence should be shaping who we are and how our lives 

are lived. We talk a lot about changing the world but the world doesn’t 

change until God changes us.  

  Jesus said it, 

… take no thought, saying, What shall we eat? or, What shall we 
drink? or, Wherewithal shall we be clothed? 32(For after all these 

things do the Gentiles seek:) for your heavenly Father knoweth that ye 
have need of all these things. 33But seek ye first the kingdom of God, 
and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you.  

Matthew 6:31-33 

  We don’t get involved in the life and ministry Church because we are 

hoping that God will love us OR that God will bless us. We are involved in 

the life of the Church BECAUSE we know that God loves us and we have 

been blessed. 

  Nothing about the journey of faith makes much sense until we KNOW 

him. Jesus came so that we could KNOW him. So, what we need to do is 

REACH OUT to him today and then all of us will begin to TRUST him with 

everything else in our lives. Once we’ve learned to trust, then we will be in a 

position to FOLLOW.  

  “Seek ye first the kingdom of God” and then LIVE FOR HIM. 


