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1 Samuel 1:9-11, 19-20; 2:1-10 
God Answers Hannah 
 9After they had eaten and drunk at Shiloh, Hannah rose and presented 
herself before the LORD. Now Eli the priest was sitting on the seat beside the 
doorpost of the temple of the LORD. 10She was deeply distressed and prayed to 
the LORD, and wept bitterly. 11She made this vow: “O LORD of hosts, if only 
you will look on the misery of your servant, and remember me, and not forget 
your servant, but will give to your servant a male child, then I will set him 
before you as a nazirite until the day of his death. He shall drink neither 
wine nor intoxicants, and no razor shall touch his head.” 
 19They rose early in the morning and worshiped before the LORD; then they 
went back to their house at Ramah. Elkanah knew his wife Hannah, and the 
LORD remembered her. 20In due time Hannah conceived and bore a son. She 
named him Samuel, for she said, “I have asked him of the LORD.” 
 
Hannah’s Prayer 
 2:1Hannah prayed and said, “My heart exults in the LORD; my strength is 
exalted in my God. My mouth derides my enemies, because I rejoice in my 
victory. 
 2“There is no Holy One like the LORD, no one besides you; there is no Rock 
like our God. 3Talk no more so very proudly, let not arrogance come from your 
mouth; for the LORD is a God of knowledge, and by him actions are weighed. 
4The bows of the mighty are broken, but the feeble gird on strength. 5Those 
who were full have hired themselves out for bread, but those who were 
hungry are fat with spoil. The barren has borne seven, but she who has many 
children is forlorn. 6The LORD kills and brings to life; he brings down to Sheol 
and raises up. 7The LORD makes poor and makes rich; he brings low, he also 
exalts. 8He raises up the poor from the dust; he lifts the needy from the ash 
heap, to make them sit with princes and inherit a seat of honor. For the 
pillars of the earth are the LORD’s, and on them he has set the world. 
 9“He will guard the feet of his faithful ones, but the wicked shall be cut off 
in darkness; for not by might does one prevail. 10The LORD! His adversaries 
shall be shattered; the Most High will thunder in heaven. The LORD will 
judge the ends of the earth; he will give strength to his king, and exalt the 
power of his anointed.” 
 
 



 

  Last week we talked about the people of Israel at the foot of Mt. Sinai 

and their failure to TRUST God. The problem was that they didn’t KNOW 

him so they were incapable of TRUSTING him, which meant they were 

always pushing their relationship with God on to other people.  

  Now I don’t what you to misunderstand. When I say that they were 

pushing their faith on to other people I’m not talking about them practicing 

some form of in your face evangelism; they weren’t being God’s witnesses 

even though this was actually what they were called to become. These people 

were pushing their faith off on to “surrogates.” They made Moses (and later 

people like Joshua and Caleb) their “stand in” believers. 

  They somehow got it into their heads that they didn’t have to KNOW 

God or be concerned about learning this relatively new faith as long as they 

had Moses there to do it for them. 

  This attitude, which we have a tendency to forgive and rationalize away 

(and too often emulate) actually set the people of Israel up for a long series of 

failures. 

  Moses led the people of Israel in the wilderness for 40 years. They had 

been given the opportunity to enter the Promised Land but they were afraid 

of what they might find there and because they didn’t KNOW God and they 

didn’t really TRUST God they didn’t believe that God could deliver on his 

promise to care for them. This is why the people of Israel wandered in the 

wilderness for 40 years; they didn’t BELIEVE God. 

  After 40 years of wandering the leadership of the people of Israel 

changed. I’m not certain that we could say that there had been a mass 

conversion to the faith but there was a younger generation of leadership that 

stepped up to take over and they said to Moses (and to God) that they were 

willing (after 40 years) to finally enter the Promised Land. 

  And at that point the story shifted.  



 

  Moses died and the leadership of the people passed on to Joshua. They 

entered the land of promise and each of the tribes of Israel (all those many 

descendants of the sons of Jacob) was assigned a place to settle. The people of 

Israel were home. 

  But, just because they were home didn’t mean that they were ready to 

live as God’s faithful people. In fact, the next section of the history of the 

people of Israel is a chronicle of a pattern of disobedience to God, which 

generally meant that they wandered off into paganism and found themselves 

oppressed by one of their pagan neighbors. After their oppression became too 

much for them they would decide that they needed to ask God for help and 

God would raise up a leader (the word in Hebrew is “shofet”) to set them 

free again. 

  The word “shofet” means “judge” (one who passes judgment). The word 

was first assigned to Moses and then passed on to Joshua and then used to 

describe each of those leaders that God raised up to lead the people of Israel 

out of their oppression. 

  There were 16 shofetim (16 judges) that were called by God to lead his 

people over a period of roughly 400 years. This means that after Moses died 

and the people of Israel walked into the Promised Land they spent the next 

300 plus years doing whatever they wanted to do; until things got so bad that 

they decided that they had to turn to God to help them. Their lives were like 

a living embodiment of the phrase; “There are no atheists in foxholes.” When 

things got bad enough they would eventually turn to God BUT the saddest 

thing about this story is that no matter how many times they failed and no 

matter how many times God stepped in to set them free they never really 

learned to trust him. They became proficient at using God. 

  One of the interesting (and maybe frightening) things about these 

stories FOR US is that they give us the sense that human nature hasn’t 



 

changed that much in the thousands of years between then and now. People 

still seem to operate today like the children of Israel operated then.  

  There are way too many people who call themselves believers who have 

God relegated to the shadows of their lives; hidden until they find themselves 

in a situation that is beyond their ability to solve. There are way too many of 

us who want God to be nothing more than our liberator when we should want 

God to walk with us and talk with us and remind us that we belong to him 

every day.  

  What we are supposed to understand as we read through the biblical 

story is that our God (our Jesus) wants to be so close to us (so connected to 

us) that we will experience his peace and his strength all of the time. God is 

not meant to be hidden away; God is meant to be embraced and celebrated 

every day. This is something that the children of Israel didn’t quite 

understand BUT we should. 

  The story of Hannah (which we’ve read for today) is about an ordinary 

and unremarkable woman who became the mother of a man named Samuel 

who in turn ended up being God’s prophet, God’s priest and the last of the 

Judges. Samuel was the person who anointed both Saul and (later) David to 

be King over the people of Israel. Samuel was responsible for leading the 

entire nation back into a relationship with their God. Samuel ended up being 

a big deal in the history of God’s people but his mother Hannah, on the other 

hand, was extraordinarily ordinary. 

  Now, we understand that without Hannah none of what Samuel did 

would have ever happened but we have an amazing tendency to think of 

Hannah as just another name; another sidebar in the story of God’s people. 

  We are supposed to read this story and understand that if God could 

use someone like Hannah, that God can use someone like us as well. No 

matter how ordinary or unprepared we think we are, God can use us to work 



 

out his plan of salvation for someone else AND we should understand 

TODAY (right this moment) that someone else may be depending on us to be 

nothing but faithful. 

  What we must NOT do is try to pass the call of God on to someone else. 

There are no professional believers; there is no elite class of Christians who 

are responsible for doing God’s work in the world. The call of God is ringing 

out for everyone; for you and me; to step into God’s great story of salvation; to 

play our part; to make a difference. 

  So, some of the questions we are supposed to be asking ourselves are,  

   “What is God calling me to do?” 

   “What does God want to accomplish through my life?” 

   “What can I give?” 

   “Where is God calling me to go?” 

  We sometimes forget that the whole reason behind God calling a people 

of his very own was that those people would represent God in the world. The 

reason God expected his people to follow THE LAW (that detailed set of rules 

and expectations that were delivered through Moses) was so that they could 

show everyone they came into contact with what God was like. The reason 

they were called into a COVENANT (and were expected to live in covenant) 

was so that people would understand that God is faithful. Their whole reason 

for being was OUTREACH. Everything they did was supposed to further 

their MISSION. 

  We are the new Israel and God has called us into this congregation (into 

this ministry) for the very same purpose. We are here to help someone else 

discover a relationship with Jesus Christ that will transform their life AND 

we are meant to be an active part of a movement that is changing the world 

one person at a time. We should not rest until we have discovered the role 



 

that God has called us to play in this great work of evangelism. No one can 

tell you what that is except for God himself. 

  We are here to worship and give thanks to God for all that he has done 

and is doing in our lives. We are here to open our hearts to the presence of 

the living God and allow him to speak to our emptiness and our selfishness 

and our waywardness. We are here to ask God how we can help someone else 

find the same new life in Christ that has been at work in us; changing our 

lives. 

  What Hannah is supposed to remind us of is that often times changing 

the world starts when someone (someone ordinary) just like you or me makes 

themselves AVAILABLE to God. 

  So, the message for today is “make yourself available to God” and 

seek to find that place where you fit into God’s great plan for the world. We 

are talking about SURRENDER and SERVICE. SURRENDER AND SERVE. 


