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Exodus 12:1-13; 13:1-8:  The First Passover Instituted 
 12:1The Lord said to Moses and Aaron in the land of Egypt: 2This month 
shall mark for you the beginning of months; it shall be the first month of the 
year for you. 3Tell the whole congregation of Israel that on the tenth of this 
month they are to take a lamb for each family, a lamb for each household. 4If 
a household is too small for a whole lamb, it shall join its closest neighbor in 
obtaining one; the lamb shall be divided in proportion to the number of people 
who eat of it. 5Your lamb shall be without blemish, a year-old male; you may 
take it from the sheep or from the goats. 6You shall keep it until the 
fourteenth day of this month; then the whole assembled congregation of 
Israel shall slaughter it at twilight. 7They shall take some of the blood and 
put it on the two doorposts and the lintel of the houses in which they eat it. 
8They shall eat the lamb that same night; they shall eat it roasted over the 
fire with unleavened bread and bitter herbs. 9Do not eat any of it raw or 
boiled in water, but roasted over the fire, with its head, legs, and inner 
organs. 10You shall let none of it remain until the morning; anything that 
remains until the morning you shall burn. 11This is how you shall eat it: your 
loins girded, your sandals on your feet, and your staff in your hand; and you 
shall eat it hurriedly. It is the passover of the Lord. 12For I will pass through 
the land of Egypt that night, and I will strike down every firstborn in the 
land of Egypt, both human beings and animals; on all the gods of Egypt I will 
execute judgments: I am the Lord. 13The blood shall be a sign for you on the 
houses where you live: when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no 
plague shall destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt. 
 
Consecration of the Firstborn 
 13:1The Lord said to Moses: 2Consecrate to me all the firstborn; whatever is 
the first to open the womb among the Israelites, of human beings and 
animals, is mine. 
 3Moses said to the people, “Remember this day on which you came out of 
Egypt, out of the house of slavery, because the Lord brought you out from 
there by strength of hand; no leavened bread shall be eaten. 4Today, in the 
month of Abib, you are going out. 5When the Lord brings you into the land of 
the Canaanites, the Hittites, the Amorites, the Hivites, and the Jebusites, 
which he swore to your ancestors to give you, a land flowing with milk and 
honey, you shall keep this observance in this month. 6Seven days you shall 
eat unleavened bread, and on the seventh day there shall be a festival to the 
Lord. 7Unleavened bread shall be eaten for seven days; no leavened bread 



shall be seen in your possession, and no leaven shall be seen among you in all 
your territory. 8You shall tell your child on that day, ‘It is because of what the 
Lord did for me when I came out of Egypt.’ 
 
  I want to take you on a journey that will start in the not too distant 

past and then move us to the ancient past and then bring us back to this 

morning, in this place. To get the conversation started I want to offer you 

pieces of a hymn that was written in 1878 by a man named Elisha Hoffmann. 

This particular hymn, which is entitled, “Are You Washed in the Blood?” 

became a particular favorite of a man named William Booth who was the 

founder of “The Salvation Army” and who served as “The Salvation Army’s” 

first general from 1878 until his death in 1912. 

  The imagery around this hymn goes back to the time of Abraham. From 

the very beginning of the story of our faith the blood of a lamb has been a 

critical part of some very transitional and transformational moments in the 

lives of God’s people. 

  For example, in the story of Abraham a ram became the substitute for 

the sacrifice of his son, Isaac.  

  A lamb and the “blood of a lamb” was a significant part of the story of 

the Exodus of God’s people from their slavery in Egypt. 

  A lamb (without blemish or spot) was a key piece of Israel’s worship in 

“The Tabernacle” in the wilderness and John the Baptist introduced Jesus at 

his baptism as “the Lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world.” 

The next day he saw Jesus coming toward him and declared,  
“Here is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!”  

John 1:29 
  So, God’s people have always been invited to be made spiritually new 

through a process that involved the blood of a lamb. Which leads us to this 

song … 

 

 



Are You Washed in the Blood? 

Have you been to Jesus for His cleansing power  
Are you washed in the blood of the lamb?  

Are you fully trusting in His grace this hour?  
Are you washed in the blood of the lamb? 

Are you washed (are you washed)  
in the blood (in the blood)  

In the soul cleansing blood of the lamb  
Are your garments spotless  

are they white as snow?  
Are you washed in the blood of the lamb? 

  Last week we talked about how the children of Israel became residents 

of the land of Egypt. Israel’s son, Joseph was sold by his brothers into slavery 

and through a number of twists and turns Joseph found himself in a position 

of leadership in kingdom of Egypt. So, when there was a drought in the 

region Joseph arranged to move his entire family to Egypt where they could 

live and survive that time of drought. 

  The Bible says that Israel’s family included 70 people when they moved 

to Egypt and that while they were there the family grew. 

But the Israelites were fruitful and prolific; they multiplied and grew  
exceedingly strong, so that the land was filled with them. Exodus 1:7 

  One of the most significant transitional statements in the Old 

Testament is the next verse, Exodus 1:8. 

Now a new king arose over Egypt, who did not know Joseph.  
Exodus 1:8 

… and the Egyptians became a bit concerned with all of the foreigners that 

were hanging around (this was their illegal immigration problem) and they 

decided to solve the problem by using the children of Israel as slave labor. 

Therefore they set taskmasters over them to oppress them  
with forced labor. Exodus 1:11 

  Then after roughly 400 years of slavery, God sent Moses to call all of the 

children of Israel home again. But after hundreds of years of having 



unlimited slave labor, the Egyptians were reluctant to just let them leave. So, 

God (working through Moses) had to convince Pharaoh that he should let the 

Israelites go. 

  This ended up being a contest between the gods of Egypt and the God of 

Israel. Pharaoh wanted to know which God was the strongest; which God he 

should listen to. What God instituted was a series of challenges that are 

generally described as the 10 plagues of Egypt. But we are supposed to 

understand they weren’t simply a random series of supernatural events AND 

they weren’t the God of Israel just trying to be mean. 

  Each of these “plagues” was a contest between the God of Israel and one 

(or more) of the gods that the Egyptians worshipped. These contests were 

meant to prove to Pharaoh that the God of Israel was the one true God and 

that Pharaoh should listen to Moses and let God’s people go. 

Thus says the LORD, “By this you shall know that I am the LORD.”  
Exodus 7:17 

   The tenth and last plague is referred to as the death of the firstborn 

AND (again) it was a judgment on many of the gods of the Egyptian 

pantheon. This one event was meant to show that the God of Israel was more 

powerful than Isis, the winged goddess of fertility or Meskhenet, the goddess 

who presided at the birth of children or Hathor, one of the seven deities who 

also attended the birth of children or Min, the god of procreation or Selket, 

the guardian of life or Renenutet, the cobra-goddess and guardian of Pharaoh 

and even to Pharaoh himself who was thought to be immortal. 

  So, all the people were told that the angel of death was coming and that 

if they wanted to be spared that they should gather as families and share a 

meal that would consist of lamb, unleavened bread and bitter herbs. The 

bitter herbs were to remind them of the bitterness of their slavery in Egypt, 

the bread was unleavened because they were making it in a hurry. They were 

to eat this meal with their shoes on their feet and their staffs in their hands 



because they were leaving and they weren’t supposed to leave any food 

leftover because they were leaving town.  

This is how you shall eat it: your loins girded, your sandals on your 
feet, and your staff in your hand; and you shall eat it hurriedly.  

It is the passover of the Lord. Exodus 12:11 

  And as a sign that they were trusting in God, they were told to take 

some of the blood of the lamb and use it to paint the doorposts of their homes. 

God told them, 

 The blood shall be a sign for you on the houses where you live:  
when I see the blood, I will pass over you, and no plague shall destroy  

you when I strike the land of Egypt. Exodus 12:13 

  This last contest was enough to convince Pharaoh that he should let the 

people of Israel go and so they began their journey out of Egypt into the 

wilderness on their way back to their promised home. 

  God told his people that they should never forget this moment in their 

history. 

This day shall be a day of remembrance for you. You shall celebrate it 
as a festival to the LORD; throughout your generations you shall 

 observe it as a perpetual ordinance. Exodus 12:14 

  This is the reason Jesus and his disciples were gathered in the Upper 

Room on that day we call “Maundy Thursday.” They were there to share this 

meal that God had commanded them to prepare and eat every year. It was a 

part of the Passover celebration, when the whole nation of Israel paused to 

remember that moment when the angel of death passed over their lives and 

when the people of Israel passed over from their slavery into freedom. 

  Between the time of that first Passover and the meal that Jesus was 

sharing with his disciples, there were some rituals that were instituted and 

some meanings that were attached to various pieces of the meal itself. 

   One of the bread servings that comes near the end of the gathering is 

called the “affikomen” which literally means “dessert” and was intended to be 



the last thing you would taste as you finished your meal. This bread serving 

was inserted into the meal as a substitute for the Passover sacrifice which 

means that this piece of bread was meant to represent the sacrificial lamb; 

the lamb whose blood was shed and painted on the doorposts of their house; 

the lamb whose blood was shed and sprinkled on the altar in the temple as a 

sacrifice for the sins of the people. 

  This is the piece of bread that Jesus held up when he said, “This is my 

body which is broken for you.” 

 Then he took a loaf of bread, and when he had given thanks, he broke 
it and gave it to them, saying, “This is my body, which is given for you.  

Do this in remembrance of me.” Luke 22:19 

  He was, in effect, equating himself with the Passover lamb. 

  Also, in the Passover meal there were four cups of wine that were 

highlighted and each of them represented some portion of the Passover story. 

The last cup was meant to remind the people of the giving of the Law at Mt. 

Sinai. This was the moment in the Old Testament story when the people of 

Israel actually became God’s covenant people and it was when this cup was 

offered that Jesus said,  

 This cup that is poured out for you is the new covenant in my blood.  
Luke 22:20 

  Again, what Jesus was doing was equating himself with the covenant 

maker. He was offering a new covenant that would re-establish God’s 

relationship with his people. 

  And then Jesus said,  

 Do this in remembrance of me. Luke 22:19b 

  So, the followers of Jesus have been pausing to celebrate this meal ever 

since. Some do it daily, some weekly, some monthly, some quarterly, some 

occasionally but all of us do it to reaffirm that we are God’s covenant people. 



We celebrate this “Lord’s Supper” because we want to testify that we have 

been (in the words of Elisha Hoffmann) “washed in the blood of the lamb.” 

  And today (the first Sunday in October) is World Communion Sunday 

which means that (in theory) all of the followers of Jesus (all around the 

world) are pausing on this day to remember the Last Supper that Jesus ate 

with his disciples and declare themselves to be (all together) part of God’s 

covenant people. We do this as a way of remembering that we have been 

blessed AND as a testimony to the power of God that sets us free from sin 

and guilt. So, the question becomes, “would you be free from the burden of 

sin?” There’s power in the blood. 

There Is Power in The Blood 
Words & Music: Lewis E. Jones, 1899 

Would you be free from the burden of sin? 
There’s power in the blood, power in the blood; 

Would you o’er evil a victory win? 
There’s wonderful power in the blood. 

There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the blood of the Lamb; 

There is power, power, wonder working power 
In the precious blood of the Lamb. 

  It’s not this communion celebration that saves us; what saves us is our 

willingness to trust in the “lamb of God who takes away the sins of the world;” 

the precious blood of the lamb. 

 


