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Genesis 15:1-6 (NRSV): God’s Covenant with Abram 
 1After these things the word of the LORD came to Abram in a vision, “Do not 
be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But 
Abram said, “O Lord GOD, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and 
the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have 
given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.” 4But 
the word of the LORD came to him, “This man shall not be your heir; no one 
but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him outside and 
said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.” 
Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the 
LORD; and the LORD reckoned it to him as righteousness. 
 
 
  The word that popped into my head when I was re-reading the story of 

Abraham was the word, “follow.” We often forget that Abraham was just an 

ordinary man who was minding his own business and doing the things that 

ordinary people do, WHEN God spoke to him and invited him to be a 

fundamental part of a plan to change the entire world. God asked Abraham 

to follow him. 

  Now most of us have read over this story so quickly that we miss the 

complexity and the profoundness of what we are hearing. We say, “Abraham 

was called to follow God and he did” and then we move on as if Abraham had 

just been asked by God to run to the store to buy milk. 

  What we are supposed to recognize is that Abraham was willing to 

allow God to rearrange his entire life. Abraham was willing to do whatever 

he was asked to do without any real assurance that he was going to get 

anything out of it BECAUSE somehow Abraham believed God. 

  I know the story says that Abraham was told that he was going to have 

a great family which might lead you to believe that the only reason Abraham 



was willing to do everything that God was asking him to do was because he 

was going to get something out of it. This would suggest that Abraham’s 

motivation was simply reward; it was a business deal. However, we need to 

remember that when God made this promise to Abraham he was 75 years old 

(and his wife, Sarah would have been of a similar age), which would suggest 

to me that Abraham’s response was more than simply some kind of a familial 

bargain. 

  If Abraham WAS WILLING TO BELIEVE THAT GOD WAS actually 

ABLE TO DO WHAT HE had SAID, THEN Abraham was placing his life in 

the hands of an AMAZING GOD. So, when the story tells us that Abraham 

was willing to follow, it means that he was being obedient to a God whom he 

believed could change the course of human lives; who could supersede the 

laws of nature and could use an ordinary human being to help transform the 

world. THIS IS AN IMPORTANT POINT. 

… he (Abraham) believed the LORD; and the LORD reckoned it  
to him as righteousness. Genesis 15:6 

  This is the kind of faith that we are being called to imitate. 

  So, Abraham was willing to follow, which EVEN in a practical sense 

was no small thing. When he first heard God’s voice he was living in a place 

called “Haran” (which was probably located in what would today be southern 

Turkey) and he packed up everything he had and traveled roughly 500 miles 

(on foot) to his new home in Canaan. 

  The traveling accomplished two different but equally important things. 

First, Abraham’s willingness to follow was a practical statement of faith and 

at some point all of us have to allow our faith to be that practical. If what we 

say we believe doesn’t impact how we spend our time, how we spend our 

money and how we order our lives then it may not be faith at all. This is the 

argument that James makes in his New Testament letter. 

 … be doers of the word, and not merely hearers  



who deceive themselves. James 1:22 

  Abraham translated his trust in God with his feet. God said, “follow” 

and Abraham said, “show me the way” and reading the story of Abraham 

should remind us that every day we should be asking ourselves, “Where is 

God asking me to go?” and “What is God asking me to do?” Real faith cannot 

be a theoretical theological conversation. At some point our faith has to 

become practical. 

  So, when we ask you to teach Sunday school or act as a mentor for a 

confirmation student or help organize a pot-luck dinner or be part of our Fall 

Festival we are suggesting that these might be some of the many things that 

God is calling you to live out your faith. At some point you have to stop 

thinking it is somebody else’s job and raise your hand. Decide to follow. 

  The second thing about Abraham’s journey was that the land of Canaan 

was going to be the everlasting home for Abraham’s family; they were going 

to be established as a legitimate nation AND the land of Israel was going to 

be their base of operations for an outreach movement that was meant to 

make God’s presence known to the entire world. 

  God told Abraham, 

I will make of you a great nation, and I will bless you, and make your 
name great, so that you will be a blessing. 3I will bless those who bless 

you, and the one who curses you I will curse; and in you all the  
families of the earth shall be blessed. Genesis 12:2-3 

   This is the motivation behind this entire story. The whole reason 

Abraham and his entire family were called was to invite the rest of the world 

to know God but before that could happen they had to know who God was 

and what God was capable of. They needed to learn to trust him in the same 

way that Abraham trusted him which wasn’t going to happen overnight BUT 

was critical to achieving God’s desires for the world.  



   This is why the Old Testament story seems so long. No one can witness 

to something they have never experienced which means that before 

Abraham’s family could be God’s family they had to experience God.  

   This is exactly how it works for us as well. The followers of Jesus have 

been called out of the world to be his representatives BUT before we can 

witness to the life changing power of Jesus, we have to have experienced the 

life changing power of Jesus for ourselves.  

  This is what Jesus came to teach us.  

  In his life and ministry, Jesus revealed a God who was able to do 

amazing things. As he reached out to heal the lepers or to still the waters or 

to call the dead back to life, he was showing us that this God is not going to 

be limited by the laws of nature and that this God could touch ordinary 

people (like you and me) and change their lives.  

  Jesus calls us just like God called Abraham to be “blessed to be a 

blessing.” 

  And Jesus came to reveal God to us so that we could KNOW him. The 

stories of Jesus and his twelve disciples should paint a picture for us of the 

kind of intimate relationship that God desires to have with his children. We 

are not meant to stand at a distance; Jesus came to usher us into the 

presence of the living God and we should want to spend our lives in God’s 

presence. We should want to spend time with Jesus every day AND we do 

this through Bible study, prayer and worship. These are not “religious 

things;” these are “relational things.” 

  You and I need to KNOW Jesus so that we can talk about Jesus 

BECAUSE talking about Jesus (being a witness for him) is what God has 

called us to BECOME. We are like a New Testament Israel; the 21st century 

extension of Abraham’s call. 

  Jesus started out his ministry by telling a group of fishermen, 



Follow me, and I will make you fish for people. Matthew 4:19 

  This was not a call only for them; the entire work of “fishing for people” 

wasn’t meant to eternally rest on the shoulders of those few men. We know 

that, even though Jesus started out with twelve he immediately began to pick 

up more followers along the way AND all of them together eventually saw 

themselves as commissioned servants of the living Jesus. 

  I understand the temptation to believe that Jesus’ work has (for some 

reason) been assigned to other people to do, because if we can convince 

ourselves that this is the truth then it lets us off the hook.; it doesn’t ask 

anything of us. It doesn’t require us to follow. So, as long as I can convince 

myself that doing the work of “people fishing” is somebody else’s job, then I 

can go back to doing whatever I want. This is a bad assumption and is (using 

a reference from last week’s discussion) actually our “brokenness talking.” 

  Jesus extended his call to be followers and disciples to everyone. He 

said, 

If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and take 
up their cross and follow me. 25For those who want to save their life 

will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.  
Matthew 16:24-25 

  If “any want to be my followers …”  

  The expectation is that we who claim the name of Jesus will live out our 

lives as modern day expressions of the faith of Abraham. Jesus has called all 

of us to trust him with everything about our lives. His purpose (just like with 

Abraham) is to build an entire family of people who understand that they are 

called to represent God in the world. 

  We are called to follow but the following has to be more than just an 

intellectual acknowledgment of a theological truth. Following Jesus should 

stir us from the gray matter we call our brains, down through the core of our 



hearts and right down to the tips of our toes. God should have complete 

control over everything about us. “Does God have complete control over you?” 

HERE’S THE SUMMARY OF OUR CONVERSATION FOR TODAY 

  You and I have been invited to be modern day Abrahams. We are being 

called to be a fundamental part of a plan to change the entire world but in 

order to make that happen we have to be willing (like Abraham) TO 

FOLLOW God wherever he would lead us AND we have to be willing to do for 

God whatever he would ask of us. DECIDE TODAY THAT YOU WILL 

FOLLOW JESUS. 

  But before we will follow, we have to trust which means (like Abraham) 

we need to be convinced that our God is an amazing God who can change the 

course of human lives; who can (if necessary) supersede the laws of nature 

and use an ordinary human being like us to help transform the world. We 

need to have the sense that our God will be able to provide for us no matter 

where we are asked to go. 

  Before we will follow, we have to KNOW this Jesus personally. He has 

to be precious to us before we will be able to convince anyone that he should 

be precious to them. We tell our friends about what we know which means 

that we need to know Jesus. Decide today to reach out to Jesus and tell him 

that you are ready to give yourself over to his control. Trust him, be changed 

by him and put your feet to the path that he had laid out for you. Follow. 


