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Genesis 2:4b-7, 15-17; 3:1-8 
 4These are the generations of the heavens and the earth when they were 
created. 
 In the day that the LORD God made the earth and the heavens, 5when no 
plant of the field was yet in the earth and no herb of the field had yet sprung 
up—for the LORD God had not caused it to rain upon the earth, and there was 
no one to till the ground; 6but a stream would rise from the earth, and water 
the whole face of the ground— 7then the LORD God formed man from the dust 
of the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and the man 
became a living being.  
 

 15The LORD God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it 
and keep it. 16And the LORD God commanded the man, “You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; 17but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil 
you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.” 
 

 3:1Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the 
LORD God had made. He said to the woman, “Did God say, ‘You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden’?” 2The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat 
of the fruit of the trees in the garden; 3but God said, ‘You shall not eat of the 
fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or 
you shall die.’” 4But the serpent said to the woman, “You will not die; 5for God 
knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like 
God, knowing good and evil.” 6So when the woman saw that the tree was good 
for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be 
desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and she also gave some 
to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. 7Then the eyes of both were 
opened, and they knew that they were naked; and they sewed fig leaves 
together and made loincloths for themselves. 
 8They heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden at the time 
of the evening breeze, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the 
presence of the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 
 
  I’m assuming that you’ve heard the story of Adam and Eve and the 

Garden of Eden before. I don’t know what you got out of the story before but I 



am hoping that we will all walk away from this conversation today 

determined to live our lives in the presence of God every day. 

  What we often don’t realize is this whole story is really an answer to an 

observation AND the observation goes like this. 

  In the beginning, God created everything and it was good, ALL of it was 

good. But we look around ourselves today and we quickly realize that 

everything isn’t good anymore AND that this has been an observable fact 

from the beginning of recorded time. So, the question is, “What happened? 

Why is there so much dysfunction and injustice and pain in the world?” 

  The answer gets a bit complicated because it revolves around the 

concept of “free will.” 

  The story is laid out like this.  

  God created people whom he would love and who would love him back. 

This required giving those people whom he had created the ability to choose 

because without choice love has no meaning. 

  This is also the reason there HAD TO BE one tree in the Garden that 

God’s people could not eat from. If that one tree DIDN’T exist, then there 

would be no possibility for God’s people to CHOOSE to be obedient. 

  So God gave his creation everything that they could possibly need and 

for some reason they were drawn to the one thing they couldn’t have. So, they 

rationalized their decision and did what they knew they should not do; they 

disobeyed God and because of that they created a wall between themselves 

and God that was built out of their uncertainty and doubt and fear. One of 

the saddest statements in this story from Genesis is this one, 

… the man and his wife hid themselves from  
the presence of the LORD God … 

  God’s precious people didn’t want their creator God to see them. They 

wanted to keep God at a distance and (metaphorically) we have been dealing 



with this distance and our disobedience ever since. We took what God created 

as good and we broke it. 

  This is the kind of conversation that can become a bit uncomfortable. 

We don’t really want to have to admit that WE might actually be the 

problem. SO when we come to this story from the book of Genesis, we would 

rather spend our time talking about how creation happened or about how 

long it took for God to put everything together or about what we should do 

with the dinosaurs. BUT I’m afraid that when we get into those kinds of 

conversations we end up missing the whole point AND maybe this is exactly 

why we want to get sidetracked because then we don’t have to deal with the 

fact that we broke God’s creation and we keep breaking it every day. 

  When we talk about “original sin” we are talking about this inborn 

brokenness that is part of who we are and keeps being expressed in our fear 

and anger and hatred and arrogance.  

  This is not a moral declaration; it’s not a statement about whether or 

not we are good or bad; it’s a supposition, the description of a problem; it’s a 

diagnosis. All of us suffer from the same spiritual disease; a disease that 

moves us to be self-centered and self-serving and even self-hating. This 

brokenness has an impact on how we live our lives; on how we view the world 

around us; on how we interact with the people around us; and on how we 

utilize the resources that have been entrusted to us. 

  How we live out the symptoms of our disease varies slightly from person 

to person AND because of this we have a tendency to compare ourselves to 

other people. We can always find someone who is worse than we are and who 

does things we would never do. This doesn’t mean that we are less sick, it 

just means that our illness is less obvious. We see other people doing those 

things we would never do and we use that as proof that we don’t have a 

problem. We think that we must be just fine but the reality is that just below 



the surface is that same brokenness we see reflected in the lives of Adam and 

Eve. We don’t really want to look that closely but our own self-centeredness 

and fear are there influencing how we live our lives every day.  

  This is why I have a tendency to say that the first step in the journey of 

faith for any of us is “self-awareness.” We can’t really experience the 

“Amazing grace … that saves a wretch like me” until we understand that we 

are that “wretch.” 

  What we are describing here is a spiritual problem which means that 

we can’t simply make it better by throwing money at it or by electing the 

right political leader. At the risk of being too simplistic, our spiritual 

brokenness is the reason why there is hunger in the world and why 

governments start wars and why people shoot up their own neighborhoods. 

This is why little babies are left to die and why people fly planes full of people 

into buildings full of people and they all die. 

  Our spiritual brokenness is not just between us and God; it isn’t just 

something for theologians and philosophers to write books about. Our 

spiritual brokenness spills out into the lives of all the people we know. Even 

the people we say we love and the symptoms of this spiritual disease will 

continue to show themselves as long as the disease continues.  

  SO, the question becomes, “How do we cure this brokenness? WHAT DO 

WE DO?” 

  Some people choose TO disagree with this whole premise. They believe 

that they don’t really need a God to direct their lives and (whether they call 

themselves atheists or agnostics or deists) they have chosen to create their 

own moral standard. After all, they don’t feel particularly “broken.” They are 

smart and strong and independent and, like Adam and Eve, they have 

decided that they can make their own decisions and take care of themselves. 



  You can take this for what it’s worth but from my perspective the irony 

with this “self-righteous arrogance” is that it is, in itself, a reflection of the 

basic problem and it still doesn’t answer the basic questions, “What is wrong 

with people?” and “How do we fix the world’s obvious dysfunction?” 

  WHAT DO WE DO? 

… the man and his wife hid themselves from  
the presence of the LORD God … 

  Some of us simply try to DO what Adam and Eve did when they were 

caught in their brokenness.  

  They understood that there was something out of place; some failure in 

their lives, some emptiness in their souls AND so they decided to hide; hoping 

that as long as God didn’t SEE them that they wouldn’t have to face up to the 

guilt and the fear that all of a sudden seemed to be a real part of their lives. 

They knew that they had failed but they didn’t know what to do with that 

failure so they tried to hide from God. 

  Strangely, I understand the desire to hide. I’ve been doing it my entire 

life. 

  As long as I didn’t look in a mirror or get my picture taken or step on a 

bathroom scale then I didn’t have to admit to myself that I was fat.  

  As long as I didn’t take up running, I never had to admit to myself that 

I was slow or out of shape.  

  As long as I didn’t join the team, I didn’t have to be confronted with the 

reality that I wasn’t as good as I wanted to believe.  

  As long as I kept people at a distance I didn’t have to care about the 

troubles that they were dealing with and I didn’t have to feel responsible for 

not being a part of the solution.  

  I’m guessing that all of us have spent time hiding and the ways that we 

have chosen to do that are many and varied. 

  But there is Good News for all of us; pretenders and hiders alike. 



  Jesus came to heal our brokenness and he is willing and able to step 

into our lives and to begin to reshape us into the person that God had always 

intended us to be. 

  Jesus is the great physician; Jesus is the cure and if you feel that you 

need to DO something then you should humble yourself and surrender your 

life to him. Allow Jesus to begin the process of treating your infection; allow 

Jesus to begin to heal the brokenness within you. This is called the life of 

faith. 

  Trust him and then learn to be patient with yourself (be a patient 

patient) BECAUSE the complete cure is going to take some time BUT you 

should begin to feel and see the change beginning in your life right away. 

  Get as close to Jesus as you can which brings us back to the basics of 

Bible study, prayer, worship, fellowship and service. This is part of the 

prescription for your cure. 

  For centuries people have been asking, “What should I do?” when we 

should have been asking, “To whom should I go?” and the answer has always 

been Jesus. 

  The entire Old Testament story is laid out like an arrow pointing us 

forward and preparing us to meet Jesus. From the story of faith of Abraham 

to the story of Jacob who wrestled with God and whose name was changed to 

Israel; to the children of Israel who ended up slaves in the land of Egypt; to 

the Exodus and the Tabernacle in the wilderness. In all of this, God was 

preparing us to recognize Jesus when he came and to understand what he 

was going to do. The story we started with this morning asks the question 

and what we are supposed to understand is that Jesus is the answer. 

 But God proves his love for us in that while we still were sinners  
Christ died for us. Romans 5:8 



  Jesus stepped into our world to be more than just a good example. He 

came to be more than just one more in a long line of prophets. Jesus came to 

do for us what we could never do on our own. 

  AND HERE’S THE BONUS: 

  The transformation of the world begins with you and me. The 

transformation of the world begins with our healing because we have been 

blessed so that we can be a blessing to our neighbors and friends.  

  We are in a position to talk to people about this Jesus who has stepped 

into our lives to bring us the cure and then let them know that Jesus came to 

heal them as well. 

  We are now in a position to respond to our friends and neighbors when 

they begin to ask (as we all do), “What’s wrong with the world?” However, 

you might want to think it through a bit before you answer their 

question by saying, “It’s you.” They might not understand. 

  But all of this is what we call testimony; witness. We call this 

evangelism because we have good news to share. 

  AND ONE MORE THING. 

  We need to remember that when we find ourselves concerned only about 

what’s in it for me, that would be our brokenness talking and when we start 

looking for someone else to make a difference that would be our brokenness 

talking. 

  When we start thinking that teaching Sunday school or leading a Bible 

study or welcoming new people to this place is somebody else’s job then that 

would be our brokenness talking. 

  It’s time for us to stop being broken. We need to trust in Jesus. We need 

to begin to make the world a different place one person at a time. 


