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John 15:1-17 The Vine and the Branches 
 15:1“I am the true vine, and my Father is the vinegrower. 2He removes every 
branch in me that bears no fruit. Every branch that bears fruit he prunes to 
make it bear more fruit. 3You have already been cleansed by the word that I 
have spoken to you. 4Abide in me as I abide in you. Just as the branch cannot 
bear fruit by itself unless it abides in the vine, neither can you unless you 
abide in me. 5I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and 
I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do nothing. 
6Whoever does not abide in me is thrown away like a branch and withers; 
such branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned. 7If you abide in 
me, and my words abide in you, ask for whatever you wish, and it will be 
done for you. 8My Father is glorified by this, that you bear much fruit and 
become my disciples. 9As the Father has loved me, so I have loved you; abide 
in my love. 10If you keep my commandments, you will abide in my love, just 
as I have kept my Father’s commandments and abide in his love. 11I have 
said these things to you so that my joy may be in you, and that your joy may 
be complete. 
 12“This is my commandment, that you love one another as I have loved you. 
13No one has greater love than this, to lay down one’s life for one’s friends. 
14You are my friends if you do what I command you. 15I do not call you 
servants any longer, because the servant does not know what the master is 
doing; but I have called you friends, because I have made known to you 
everything that I have heard from my Father. 16You did not choose me but I 
chose you. And I appointed you to go and bear fruit, fruit that will last, so 
that the Father will give you whatever you ask him in my name. 17I am 
giving you these commands so that you may love one another. 
 
 

As I reflected on this passage I wondered about deciding to “abide” in 

Jesus. Abide. This is an invitation. Often we try to politely refuse; our 

response is tinged with regret, but the invitation is refused. 

I’d like you to think about that this week. How can we actually decide to 

abide, to stay and to continue with Jesus? 

I ask because I often think it is a lack of awareness, a lack of 

remembering that Jesus needs to be central in our lives that make us forget 



this marvelous, life giving invitation. That and a desire to make our own 

lives, our own decisions, do things our own way. In our own desires, we often 

simply forget who it is that gives us life and who it is that gives our lives 

meaning. 

This morning we have a clear invitation, complete with rewards, 

consequences, commandments. If that’s not enough, we have this lovely 

picture of the vine and branches. We are told that by abiding in Jesus we will 

bear much fruit. 

Why, if abiding in Jesus we will bear fruit, do we decide to go it alone? 

It is humbling to read that without Jesus, oh well, we aren’t much after 

all. 

Perhaps it depends on what we consider not much. What is it that gives 

us abundance? Is it our income? Is it our stuff? Is it our relationships? Is it 

our relationship with God through Jesus? 

As many of you know, I am working toward beginning a congregation 

inside a prison. Meetings inside and outside the prison are begun and end in 

prayer. So far, so good; fairly regular behavior in this context. But here’s the 

part that relates to today’s scripture. The opening and closing prayers are 

usually offered by either the incarcerated, the formerly incarcerated, or a 

family member of someone incarcerated. These prayers always begin and end 

acknowledging Jesus Christ as the one to whom we are connected, the one to 

whom we must go, the reason for beginning the new congregation and the 

very owner and director of this new congregation. It is openly stated that 

those of us gathered are just the stewards and the prayer almost always asks 

that we be faithful stewards. 

If those incarcerated can do this, why is it that anyone forgets? Yet in 

our humanness, we do forget. In our humanness we like to go our own way, 

be our own boss, make our own decisions. We like to do all this by ourselves, 



without prayer, without wondering about our God stuff, without being 

concerned about our relationship to Jesus and the impact going it alone 

might have on that relationship. 

Here’s the good news. The invitation stands; the invitation is always 

right in front of us. We can ignore it, we can try to not remember, but Jesus is 

not going away. Jesus is not going to withdraw his invitation to abide. When 

we forget, when we turn our backs, we can turn again, once more to Jesus. 

We can continually strive to be the people Jesus would like us to be. Waiting 

to accept Jesus’ invitation hurts both Jesus and us. 

The word “repent” means to turn. We can turn and accept this 

wonderful, fruitful invitation and become transformed. 

And when we turn, when we return, we can bask in the abiding, the 

continuing love of Jesus Christ. This, if we take it seriously, is beyond our 

wildest dreams. 

Jesus tells us that abiding in him, is abiding in his love, his grace. Paul 

ends his second letter to the Corinthians with these familiar words: “The 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God, and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit, be with you all.” 

In abiding in the love of Jesus, we not only enter the life of Jesus, but 

Jesus enters our lives. This is a movable abode. We can actually take it with 

us all the way to heaven. Can we say that about anything else in our lives? 

How comforting, how reassuring, how delightful to be invited to abide in 

the love of Christ Jesus. And how scary. What does this mean? What do I 

have to do? What changes will I have to make? And why are changes so 

awful? Am I afraid? Why? Am I reluctant? Why? Have I ever really tried it, 

tried living in and with Jesus and the love of Jesus? 

Well, have we? Have we ever really made living with Jesus, living with 

the love of Jesus, responding to that love and to all Jesus has done for 



humanity, have we ever really tried to live with that? And to respond to 

Jesus in love ourselves, not out of guilt, but out of gratitude and love? 

Would it really be so peculiar to just give it a try? 

In addition to Jesus’ invitation to enter into his very life, Jesus gives us 

an additional commandment today. And this one is not an invitation. It is an 

order. 

We are to love each other. Before you inwardly groan or begin to feel 

guilty about people you really don’t like, or try to justify why that’s not a good 

idea, I offer you a practical thought. 

Jesus did not say we had to LIKE one another. We just have to love.  

We all truly love people who from time to time we don’t really like, at least 

not a certain moments. And wisely, Jesus does not ask the impossible. 

We are not told we have to be in a relationship that is harmful or 

dangerous. Again, Jesus does not ask the impossible or encourage us to be 

foolhardy or just downright dumb. 

So the like part, well you are off the hook. However, loving each other is 

not negotiable. And this is not a hearts and flowers greeting card valentine.  

This is a blood and guts love, a messy love despite all difficulties. Even when 

you just plain don’t want to, this commandment, like Jesus, isn’t going away.  

Each of us must decide what we are going to do about it, just as each of 

us must decide to take up the invitation to abide in Jesus, to continue in the 

love of God through Jesus. 

This is a decision that needs reflection, renewal from time to time, and 

prayer. And when we struggle with the decision, we need to talk to God about 

that. And when we want to try harder, we need to let God know. And when 

we are too tired or discouraged to acknowledge that decision, to work on 

abiding in Jesus, we need to tell that to God too. 



We tell God so we can hear ourselves. God knows. We need to tell God 

anyway. We need to acknowledge our desire, our wishes to truly live in the 

love of Jesus, to truly abide in Jesus, to truly give up our stuff own and bear 

the fruit of a relationship with Jesus. God knows already. But it is in our 

telling God once more, it is in our praying in Jesus’ name, that we 

acknowledge that we yearn for a relationship and that we are willing to talk 

about it. 

It’s not all that hard. But I would ask: Why would we worship a Lord we 

don’t ever talk to, think about, want to really be with? 

Just as abiding in Jesus is a decision we must make, loving is 

something we must do.   

The New Testament is full of examples of people who were not all that 

lovable. The disciples themselves could be a rather unlikeable lot; they were 

also a plethora of shortcomings. And yet, Jesus loved them all. And they 

seemed to love Jesus. It was their salvation if you will. It certainly is ours. 

The 12 disciples argued among themselves and they loved Jesus. They 

deserted Jesus and yet they responded to Jesus’ love by inviting people all 

over their world to hear the story. They bickered about how the church 

should be run and they lived, abided in the love of Jesus. They became the 

branches that bore the fruits of the Spirit. They made the decision to honor 

the commandment of their Lord Jesus by loving each other as Jesus loved 

them. 

We have over 2000 years of history and lots of biblical studies to work 

this all out. Lots of paper. Lots of head scratching. That’s not bad. But we 

must keep the simple messages before us. Abide in me. Love one another. 

Those two statements are before and beyond paper and head stuff. Those two 

statements are the simple and emotional response to a Lord who simply and 

emotionally invites us and loves us. 



And so, as we go forward this week may we remember Jesus’ invitation 

to abide in him and to love one another as Jesus has loved us. AMEN. 

 


