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John 14:5-14  
 5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can 
we know the way?” 6Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 
the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7If you know me, you 
will know my Father also. From now on you do know him and have seen 
him.” 
 8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father, and we will be satisfied.” 
9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you still 
do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father. How can you 
say, ‘Show us the Father?’ 10Do you not believe that I am in the Father and 
the Father is in me? The words that I say to you I do not speak on my own; 
but the Father who dwells in me does his works. 11Believe me that I am in 
the Father and the Father is in me; but if you do not, then believe me because 
of the works themselves. 12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in 
me will also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works 
than these, because I am going to the Father. 13I will do whatever you 
ask in my name, so that the Father may be glorified in the Son. 14 If in my 
name you ask me for anything, I will do it. 
 
  As a child my friends and I would regularly go out exploring which 

meant that we spent a significant amount of time down at the marsh or up on 

the bluff or down by the river. It seemed like no matter where we were one of 

us would decide to do something a bit risky (you might call it stupid) and 

then everyone else would somehow feel obligated to do it too; it was a kind of 

pick-up game of follow the leader. We didn’t plan on it, it just happened. Our 

motivations were mixed. We didn’t want to be left out or we didn’t want to 

look like we were afraid or we wanted to impress our friends AND most of the 

time we didn’t get hurt.  

  As I got older I continued to “follow.” My jeans were the same patched, 

ragged hemmed bell bottoms that everybody else was wearing. I was into 

paisley and my hair was long enough to touch the top of my ears. My father 



had a standing offer to pay me $6 if I would get my hair cut. He was a crew 

cut kind of guy. Again, my motivations for my wardrobe and my general 

appearance were mixed but in general I simply wanted people to like me. 

  One of the crazy things about most of my choices growing up was that I 

thought I was being an individual. I thought that I was breaking new ground 

and proving my independence BUT the reality was that none of that was 

true. I have always been a follower. 

  When I was 19 I made the decision to follow Jesus … 

[and when I say that, I can’t take any credit for it. It wasn’t like 
I did this on my own; in reality I was responding to the call of 
God. As Christians we believe that God is always reaching out 
to us, whispering to us; filling our lives with a longing that we 
can never quite satisfy on our own. In Methodism we call that 
whisper “prevenient grace;” the work of God that invites us 
out of our sin and steers us toward him. However, it isn’t 
automatic. We get good at not listening; we fill up our lives 
with distractions and the world is filled with other voices that 
lead us away from this God who loves us. Jesus is always 
speaking; he is speaking to us now. We all simply need to listen  
and respond.] 

  So, when I was 19 I decided to follow Jesus but this decision to follow 

Jesus was different than most of the decisions that I had made in the past. 

This wasn’t something all of my friends were doing and this wasn’t a decision 

based on a desire to be liked or to prove anything. I was deciding to go 

somewhere I had never been and to give myself to a God who was unlike the 

God that I had seen modeled for me in Church. 

  I wasn’t running away from anything. It wasn’t a response to a bad 

home life or a traumatic experience; it was a decision that I made because I 

came to the realization that there was an emptiness in my soul that nothing 

else could fill. I came to Jesus because I realized that I needed to be 

spiritually and emotionally healed AND that’s what he did for me.  



  At that moment my life was different because Jesus had taken his 

rightful place in my heart. I had decided to respond to God; I had decided to 

follow Jesus and it was an amazing thing.  

  But as I continued to follow I began to realize that this decision was a 

bit more complicated than I had been lead to believe. It wasn’t simply about 

my forgiveness and about God’s love for me. This was a decision that took 

hold of my entire life; everything I thought I owned and everything I would 

ever think to own now belonged to him. I was being called to take on a new 

direction for my life and along with that a new motivation for everything I 

was going to do. My life would never be the same.  

  I believe that this has always been what it means to be a follower of 

Jesus; not just for me personally but for everyone who decides to trust in him. 

Where Jesus goes WE follow. What Jesus asks US to become is what we 

strive for. Whatever sacrifices Jesus asks US to make we take on as our 

opportunity to help change the world. This redirected life is not just for me 

BUT for you as well. This is a message for all of the followers of Jesus. 

  On the night of the Last Supper, Jesus clarified for his disciples who he 

was and the scope of what it would mean for them to follow him.  

  He started the conversation with a passage that we often read at 

funerals: 

14:1“Do not let your hearts be troubled. Believe in God, believe also in 
me. 2In my Father’s house there are many dwelling places. If it were 

not so, would I have told you that I go to prepare a place for you? 3And 
if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and will take 

you to myself, so that where I am, there you may be also.   
4And you know the way to the place where I am going.” John 14:1-4 

  This is obviously a conversation about life beyond this life. Jesus was 

talking about going to that place we refer to as Heaven AND this is where in 

the text, 

5Thomas said to him, “Lord, we do not know where you are going.  



How can we know the way?” John 14:5 

 … and it was to Thomas’ question that Jesus replied, 

6… “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the  
Father except through me.” John 14:6 

  The larger context around this conversation was about going to that 

place that Jesus called the “Father’s house” but the immediate conversation 

was not just about what might happen in the future. 

  Coming to Jesus is something that happens NOW. The word that Jesus 

used in this sentence when he said, “no one comes to the Father” is in the 

present tense; it is about coming to Jesus today, about following Jesus today. 

No one comes into the presence of the living God TODAY unless they come 

through Jesus. 

  Jesus reveals the Father to us. Which is why, when … 

8Philip said to him, “Lord, show us the Father,  
and we will be satisfied.” John 14:8 

9Jesus said to him, “Have I been with you all this time, Philip, and you 
still do not know me? Whoever has seen me has seen the Father.”  

John 14:9 

  Jesus was saying that we need to recognize him as the WAY and it’s not 

just the way to heaven. JESUS IS meant to be principle for our lives. Jesus is 

meant to be the one who maps out both direction for the guiding our lives and 

the character with which we live our lives every day. 

  Jesus said, “I am the way …” which means that we need to put 

ourselves into a relationship with him and allow him to teach us.  

  This is why I will often remind you that Bible study, prayer, worship 

and fellowship are not optional for us. These spiritual disciplines are 

essential for the journey we are on which means that if you are not now 

involved in Bible study, prayer, worship and fellowship then you need to 

begin today AND I would like to help you. 



  Following Jesus is NOT something that we simply DO. Being a follower 

of Jesus is not meant to be IMPERSONATION, OR IMITATION OR 

MIMICRY, IT IS meant to be TRANSFORMATIONAL. We surrender our 

lives to Jesus and he changes us. 

  I can’t preach a good enough sermon to produce that kind of change in 

your heart. This is something only Jesus can do. I can do my best to try to 

show you how that might look (and this is also part of my responsibility) but 

you have to decide to trust him, learn from him and follow him. 

  This is the truth that we all need to learn to embrace. 

  I know that we have gotten the idea that the Bible is not trustworthy 

and that our faith is just a series of holy suggestions. I know that the world 

around us wants us to believe that the goal is to be (at best) “spiritual but not 

religious.” Every day we are offered the suggestion that there is no real 

substance to who we are as Christians but Jesus presented himself here as 

both THE WAY and THE TRUTH. 

  In ancient Greek culture, the Greek word that Jesus used here, that we 

translate as ‘truth’ (alḗtheia) was synonymous for "reality." Jesus declared 

himself to be the one thing that we could trust in; the one thing that we 

should invest ourselves in. 

  All of us have to be willing to give ourselves to Jesus and until we do we 

will always be wandering around in the darkness. 

 Jesus said,  
“I am the way, and the truth, and the life.” John 14:6 

  We believe that everything we are comes from and is sustained by God 

and because we are “organically” connected to Jesus; like a vine and its 

branches (which is the text for next week), we are being prepared to serve 

him in this life. 

      This is why Jesus said to his disciples (and to us), 



12Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will also do the 
works that I do and, in fact, will do greater works than these …  

John 14:12 

  He was saying that even though he was stepping away from this 

physical life that his followers weren’t going to lose anything; they weren’t 

going to be cut off from anything. 

  This means that when we decide to surrender our lives to Jesus he 

“plugs” us into a relationship with him THAT both TRANSCENDS death and 

our human limitations.  

  Even though we are no longer physically in the presence of Jesus, he is 

still an active part of our lives which means that we can go anywhere he asks 

and we can do whatever he asks knowing that he will provide us with the 

resources we need to make it happen. It’s not us, it’s him. 

  I’m assuming you know this song … “I Have Decided to Follow 

Jesus” 

 I have decided to follow Jesus;  
I have decided to follow Jesus; 
I have decided to follow Jesus;  

No turning back, no turning back. 

  What does that mean? What is Jesus asking you to do? This is 

something you should be praying about every day. What passion has Jesus 

placed in your heart and how can you “do the works” that Jesus did? What 

does it mean that you have decided to follow? 

Though I may wonder, I still will follow;  
Though I may wonder, I still will follow; 
Though I may wonder, I still will follow;  

No turning back, no turning back. 

  You don’t need to have all of the answers. In fact, I can never provide 

you with all of the answers but Jesus can, which means that you and I need 

to continue to lean on Jesus and listen for him to speak. We all need to put 

ourselves in a position where we can learn from him.  



  Listen for his whisper and do what he is telling you to do to be faithful. 

The world behind me, the cross before me;  
The world behind me, the cross before me; 
The world behind me, the cross before me;  

No turning back, no turning back. 

  This is a call to a new life; not your old life with Jesus neatly tucked 

into a corner. You are no longer in charge. Jesus points the way and I’m 

certain that his path will take you away from what your life has been and 

will fill it with challenges and disappointments and (along with that) a deep 

satisfaction that you are being faithful; that you are actually loving the Lord, 

your God with all of your heart, soul, mind and strength and you are loving 

your neighbor as you love yourself. This is not the culture in which we were 

raised; this is new life in Christ. 

Though none go with me, still I will follow;  
Though none go with me, still I will follow; 
Though none go with me, still I will follow;  

No turning back, no turning back. 

  This is not something you do to impress your friends. This is not 

something you do to try to earn your way into heaven when you die. This is 

about BECOMING a new person. Your friends may never understand but 

Jesus is calling you to a new life. 

Will you decide now to follow Jesus?  
Will you decide now to follow Jesus? 
Will you decide now to follow Jesus?  

No turning back, no turning back. 

  Will you really decide to follow Jesus? Will you really say to God, “Here 

I am, send me?” Or will you insist on trying to pick and choose what you want 

to do? 

  As followers of Jesus, we need to realize that there is no “being asked” 

and then evaluating all of our options and choosing what we want to do. 

Jesus calls and we follow. 



  What passion has God placed in your heart? How is God calling you to 

be one of his “whisperers” for the people around you in your life? What will 

you begin to do today because you have responded to the call of God and have 

decided to follow this one who is “the way, the truth and the life?” 


