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John 13:1-17 
 13:1Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had 
come to depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own 
who were in the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put 
it into the heart of Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during 
supper 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into his hands, 
and that he had come from God and was going to God, 4got up from the table, 
took off his outer robe, and tied a towel around himself. 5Then he poured 
water into a basin and began to wash the disciples’ feet and to wipe them 
with the towel that was tied around him. 6He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7Jesus answered, “You do not 
know now what I am doing, but later you will understand.” 8Peter said to 
him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered, “Unless I wash you, you 
have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but 
also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who has bathed does 
not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And you are clean, 
though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for this reason 
he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 
 12After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to 
the table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call 
me Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your 
Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one 
another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I 
have done to you. 16Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their 
master, nor are messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you 
know these things, you are blessed if you do them.  
 
 
  If you knew you were about to die and you could make one statement, 

do one thing that you hoped would impress upon the people you were leaving 

behind what was truly important about how they should live their lives. 

What would that one thing be? 

  Our text this morning says,  



Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart from this world and go 
to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world,  

he loved them to the end. 

… and he wanted them to see (in real terms) something that was really 

important so he humbled himself and washed their feet. 

  In our world we rarely have moments in our lives where we find 

ourselves washing each other’s feet. We wash baby’s feet, sometimes we wash 

an older person’s feet, some of us might arrange for a session at a spa and 

have someone else do things to our feet. BUT, foot washing is not something 

that we are accustomed to doing and most of us think the whole process is, at 

best uncomfortable and maybe even somehow inappropriate. 

  In Jesus’ day (in a world of dusty roads and sandals) foot washing was a 

regular part of life. It was something that people did for you when you came 

to their home as a way of welcoming you. If you did it up right when your 

guests arrived, you would arrange to have their feet washed and you would 

apply a bit of perfumed oil to their feet and to their head. In a world without 

regular baths and deodorant this was a nice touch. 

  This was something everyone did and it was something that was almost 

expected whenever you visited someone’s home. It was the right thing to do. 

  So, what we have here in this text is the picture of something that was 

as ordinary as everyday life. What was unusual about this moment was that 

Jesus was the one who was doing the washing. Even in Jesus’ day foot 

washing was something that the host generally arranged for but the actually 

washing was considered to be ‘servant’s work.’ It was considered a menial 

task. What Jesus was doing in this gathering was taking on both the role of 

the head of the house (he was hosting the event) and he was also acting as 

their servant. 

  This is why when Jesus got to Peter he said, 

Lord, are you going to wash my feet? John 13:6 



  Peter didn’t really think that Jesus should be taking on this job. In 

Peter’s mind foot washing was beneath someone of the status of Jesus. He 

was after all, Messiah; God’s chosen one. 

  Jesus answered Peter’s question with these words, 

Unless I wash you, you have no share with me. John 13:8 

  He was saying to Peter that what he was doing was modeling an 

approach to life that Peter and the rest of the disciples needed to learn to 

embrace. Jesus was saying, “If you want to be one of my disciples, you have to 

be willing to do what I do.” 

So if I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought 
to wash one another’s feet. 15For I have set you an example,  

John 13:14-15 

  So, we have been given an example for how we are to live our lives as 

followers of Jesus. We are supposed to be like Jesus; this is meant to be our 

overriding motivation BUT too often we get distracted and in this particular 

case I believe that the foot washing actually gets in the way of the message. 

BECAUSE this event wasn’t really about THE foot washing at all; it was first 

of all about humility and a willingness to treat others as if they are worthy of 

our service (BECAUSE THEY ARE). And then, in a secondary way, this is 

conversation about our willingness to practice the kind of hospitality that 

invites people into the presence of Jesus. 

  So, we need to talk ABOUT what it means for us (as a congregation) to 

practice hospitality. If we really intend to “invite, nurture, serve and make 

new disciples” (which is a statement that you will find all around you in this 

building), then we need to commit ourselves to doing for the people who come 

here what Jesus might expect us to do for him if he walked through our 

doors. 



  We may not sit people down and wash their feet or pour perfumed oil on 

their heads but we all should eagerly do those kinds of things (HERE) that 

we would naturally do if someone was stopping by our home. 

  When someone comes to our home, we greet them at the door and I 

assume that if it’s possible the whole family plays a part in that initial 

greeting. I generally don’t sit in my chair while Julie invites people in to our 

home. This is not her job; this is our job. We don’t have servants do it for us 

and we don’t expect that people will ring the bell, open the door and come in 

and find their own seats. We want to greet them, welcome them and let them 

know that we are glad they have come. 

  There is a whole (unspoken) process that we go through that we do 

because we want people to know that we care about them. The less familiar 

our guests are the more attentive we become. This is exactly what we 

need to do here. This is our spiritual home and everyone (whether they are 

old friends or strangers) deserves to be welcomed and fussed over AND the 

less familiar people are to us the more attentive we need to be. 

  This is not rocket science; this is caring and we shouldn’t need a long 

check list of things that we need to do or say. We should care for each other 

the way we would want to be cared for. How we greet and welcome people 

here should be EASY; it should be intuitive, it should be an outpouring of our 

love for each other AND it should never be something that someone else is 

assigned to do for us. This is OUR job because this is OUR home. 

  The challenge comes when we plan to practice hospitality away from 

here; out in our everyday lives. Again, this isn’t difficult; it is merely a matter 

of paying attention and living out of the right kind of motivation. 

  This harkens back to that admonition to help “little old ladies” cross the 

street and opening doors for each other. Our love for each other should be on 

display 24 hours a day/seven days a week AND the more you practice here 



the easier it becomes out there. AND the more you practice out there the 

easier it becomes here. We all need to begin to put into practice what we say 

we believe.  

… you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all 
your soul, and with all your mind, and with all your strength. …  

You shall love your neighbor as yourself. Mark 12:30-31 

  Remember Jesus also said, 

Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these ...  
you did it to me. Matthew 25:40 

  This willingness to see other people as precious; this willingness to take 

our eyes off of ourselves and begin to focus on the needs of the people around 

us; this willingness to make sacrifices because we want other people to meet 

Jesus and find forgiveness only happens once we have learned to embrace the 

kind of humility that Jesus expressed when he kneeled down and washed his 

disciples’ feet.  

  All of us need to begin to practice this kind of humility and take every 

opportunity we are given to serve each other. 

  The only real issue is that we can’t buy real humility. We can’t be 

taught true humbleness of heart. We can practice humility but real humility 

will always be something that lives at the core of our being and comes from a 

life that has been changed … and Jesus is here to make that change in us. 

  So, once again this is really a conversation about what we are being 

called to BECOME. Genuine faith is not something we can merely DO. 

Genuine faith transforms our lives and gives us a different attitude about 

who we are and ABOUT what is really important. Genuine faith moves us to 

focus on other people. Genuine faith is by definition sacrificially AND we 

can’t hire someone or appoint someone to be sacrificially for us. 

  Aren’t you tired of what you hear on the news reports every night? 

Aren’t you tired of all of the hate that is being thrown around on social 



media? Aren’t you tired of watching your friends drink themselves into a 

stupor or spend themselves into ruin? Aren’t you tired of getting on the 

treadmill we call life and stepping off at the end of the day with no sense that 

you’ve made a difference? 

  Jesus has invited us to be part of a movement that is intended to 

change the world … to introduce people to Jesus … to invite them into a 

relationship with the living God that will change the heart of who they are. 

AND all of this begins when we learn to humble ourselves in the sight of the 

Lord and begin to live our lives as God’s humble servants. 

  So, let me repeat … 

 •This is not a conversation about washing each other’s feet. It is about a 
humbleness of spirit that drives the way we live our lives every day. 
 •All of us need to get closer to Jesus. All of us need to be willing to kneel at 
the feet of our savior and allow him to transform us into his image. Then we 
can begin to truly care for the people around us. 
 •All of us can begin to live out our faith today by treating the people who 
are in this place as our own personal guests. AND, the less familiar they are 
to you the more important it is that you reach out to them. What you learn to  
do here we expect you will begin to do every day. 

  Humble yourself in the sight of the Lord. This song should be a 

wonderful transition into a time of Holy Communion; as we humble ourselves 

and receive God’s touch upon our hearts. 

Humble thyself in the sight of the Lord; 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) 

You up (higher and higher) 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up. 

Turn from your sin and be cleansed today; 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) 

You up (higher and higher) 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up. 

Come close to God and He’ll come close to you; 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) 

You up (higher and higher) 
And He (And He) shall lift (shall lift) you up. 


