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John 11:17-37 
 17On his arrival, Jesus found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb for 
four days. 18Now Bethany was less than two miles from Jerusalem, 19and 
many Jews had come to Martha and Mary to comfort them in the loss of their 
brother. 20When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went out to meet 
him, but Mary stayed at home. 
 21“Lord,” Martha said to Jesus, “if you had been here, my brother would not 
have died. 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask.” 
 23Jesus said to her, “Your brother will rise again.” 
 24Martha answered, “I know he will rise again in the resurrection at the 
last day.” 
25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. The one who 
believes in me will live, even though they die; 26and whoever lives by 
believing in me will never die. Do you believe this?” 
 27“Yes, Lord,” she replied, “I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of 
God, who is to come into the world.” 
 28After she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary aside. 
“The Teacher is here,” she said, “and is asking for you.” 29When Mary heard 
this, she got up quickly and went to him. 30Now Jesus had not yet entered the 
village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him. 31When the 
Jews who had been with Mary in the house, comforting her, noticed how 
quickly she got up and went out, they followed her, supposing she was going 
to the tomb to mourn there. 
 32When Mary reached the place where Jesus was and saw him, she fell at 
his feet and said, “Lord, if you had been here, my brother would not have 
died.” 
 33When Jesus saw her weeping, and the Jews who had come along with her 
also weeping, he was deeply moved in spirit and troubled. 34“Where have you 
laid him?” he asked. 
 “Come and see, Lord,” they replied. 
 35Jesus wept. 
 36Then the Jews said, “See how he loved him!” 
 37But some of them said, “Could not he who opened the eyes of the blind 
man have kept this man from dying?” 
 



Every Heart That Is Breaking Tonight 

For the young abandoned husband left alone without a reason 
For the pilgrim in the city where there is no home 

For the son without a father for his solitary mother 
I have a message 

CHORUS: 
He sees you, He knows you, He loves you, He loves you 

Every heart that is breaking, tonight 
Is the heart of a child that he holds in his sight. 

And, oh, how He longs to hold in his arms 
Every heart that is breaking, tonight 
Every heart that is breaking, tonight 

For every heart 

For the precious fallen daughter for her devastated father 
For the prodigal who’s dying in a strange new way 

For the child who’s always hungry, for the patriot with no country 
I have a message 

CHORUS: 

  We celebrated my mother’s 100th birthday about a month ago and she is 

now the oldest resident of Bethany/St. Joseph’s care facility in La Crosse, 

Wisconsin. Julie will often remind her that she may be the oldest resident at 

Bethany/St. Joseph’s but that she probably doesn’t act like she’s the oldest 

resident there. 

  For being a hundred years old she is doing pretty well. She does have 

some challenges. She can’t hear very well (which makes conversations slow 

and loud) but she likes to read and she does word search puzzles. She says 

it’s important to keep your brain active. 

  Normally when we stop in to see her she will say to me, “I’m ready to go 

home,” and by that she means that she is ready and waiting for that moment 

when she gets to go to be with Jesus. She doesn’t have any uncertainty or 

fear; she isn’t reluctant, in fact, she’s been wondering for quite some time 

why she has had to wait so long. I keep reminding her that she is having an 



impact on the people who live around her and that maybe God has something 

more for her to do. 

  One of her favorite quotes is by HENRY VAN DYKE; “I shall grow old 

but never lose life’s zest, because the road’s last turn will be the best.” 

  The first time she repeated those words to me she said, “I think that’s 

from the book of Isaiah” and I said, “No, Mom, it’s not from the book of Isaiah” 

and she said, “Yes, I think it is” (after all to her I’m still just her baby boy) 

and I said, “No, trust me on this one, I’m pretty sure it’s not from Isaiah but 

I’ll look it up” and I did; Henry Van Dyke. 

  I understand why she might have made that association. God has 

promised her that even though she dies, yet shall she live and because she 

has trusted in Jesus she lives within that connection (that hope) every day. 

For her the “road’s last turn will be the best.” Her expectation of a future 

“home beyond the skies” is built out of her relationship to Jesus. He has 

promised it and she believes. 

  The kind of confidence that I see in my mother’s life is the core of the 

conversation we are having today. Lazarus was dead and had been in his 

tomb for four days and when Martha came out to meet Jesus, as he was 

walking into town, she said to him something that was probably true,  

“… if you had been here, my brother would not have died.” 

  At least not at that particular moment BUT since Lazarus had died 

already Jesus was going to take this opportunity to demonstrate his status 

and offer his followers a glimpse into the amazing power of God and in the 

process offer them HOPE for the events that were yet to come. As I 

mentioned last week, the story of Jesus and Lazarus all took place just weeks 

before Jesus’ crucifixion. 

  But the more important part of this conversation comes after she said 

“my brother would not have died.” She said, 



 22But I know that even now God will give you whatever you ask. 

  This was really a conversation about JESUS. This was ABOUT what 

Martha believe that Jesus was capable of doing AND about what Martha 

believe Jesus was able to do in that particular moment. Martha didn’t have 

all of the answers; I’m assuming that she didn’t fully understand what was 

happening in and through the ministry of Jesus. She was probably still trying 

to figure out what Jesus was saying when he spoke to them in stories and 

parables BUT she did believe that Jesus was capable of doing amazing 

things, 

… God will give you whatever you ask. 

… and that she could trust him with her brother’s life and with her own life 

as well. 

  This was not an intellectual conversation; this was an emotional and 

spiritual relationship between Jesus and Martha. This was a faith 

relationship; a willingness to believe even when she didn’t understand 

BECAUSE she KNEW Jesus. 

  I grew up at St. Luke’s United Methodist Church on the north side of La 

Crosse. This is a Church that (parenthetically) no longer exists. The building 

is still there but the congregation is gone and even though it is no longer 

there I still have a lot of special memories attached to those people and the 

programs that I participated in. One of the regrets that I have, however, 

about St. Luke’s is that as I was learning to be part of the congregation I was 

steered in the wrong direction. I was given the impression that this whole 

thing we call Christianity was about showing up on Sunday mornings, going 

through the motions and dropping a few coins in the offering plate. I was 

taught (by implication) that if I did all of these things that I would have 

fulfilled my obligation. The regret that I have was that somehow I got the 

impression that my relationship to God and my relationship to the Church 



was nothing more than an obligation AND now I understand that it was 

always meant to be so much more. 

  This is the trap that the Pharisees got sucked into. They had the whole 

faith boiled down to an intellectual debate and an almost endless list of 

obligations. They had engaged the mind but missed the HEART. They 

thought it was their obligation to control the process of their religious 

expression BUT they missed the fact that it was always meant to be a 

relationship with the living God that was expressed in a willingness to listen 

and follow. As the prophet Isaiah said, 

 13The Lord said: … these people draw near with their mouths and 
honor me with their lips, while their hearts are far from me, and their  
worship of me is a human commandment learned by rote; Isaiah 29:13 

  We need to remember that this thing we call Christianity is not about 

how many times we’ve read the text or how much money we’ve contributed or 

about how nice the building is or about how nice people think we are. This 

thing we call Christianity is a family of faithful people who are striving (with 

the help of God) to live out of a personal relationship with the resurrected 

Jesus. AND, if we have missed the relationship part of our faith, then we 

have missed the whole thing. 

  In the midst of her crisis, Martha was leaning on her relationship to 

Jesus and her belief that Jesus was able to make it all right. She didn’t 

understand how that was going to happen but she believed in Jesus and her 

belief was a powerful thing. 

25Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life.  
The one who believes in me will live, even though they die;  

26and whoever lives by believing in me will never die.” 

  We come to places like this one because we have received a gift that 

is beyond price and it is only right that we come as often as we can to give 

thanks to God for his amazing grace. Nothing else in our lives is more 

important than this relationship and our desire to be thankful. 



  +We make sacrifices of our money and time because we have been 

loved beyond measure and because our lives don’t really belong to us 

anymore. We give because we have been given a purpose that is bigger than 

our own desires for wealth or power or fame. We give because we know that 

this world is not our real home and that God has prepared a place for us (a 

place that money can’t buy) AND that we are headed there. 

  +We talk to our friends about Jesus because we have nothing better 

to offer them than this wonderful good news that Jesus is alive and that he 

fills our lives with hope and peace and strength. We talk to our friends 

because we know that God loves them and that they may not realize just 

how life transforming God’s love can really be. We are willing to take this 

risk, to do something we may have never done before, to tell our friends about 

a Jesus who has changed our lives because this Jesus has changed our lives. 

  BECAUSE… as Martha said,  

I believe that you are the Messiah, the Son of God,  
who is to come into the world.” 

… and THIS made all the difference. We need to also believe. 

  We also need to reach out to Jesus and give him a place in our hearts. 

 


