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John 11:1-16 
 11:1Now a man named Lazarus was sick. He was from Bethany, the village 
of Mary and her sister Martha. 2(This Mary, whose brother Lazarus now lay 
sick, was the same one who poured perfume on the Lord and wiped his feet 
with her hair.) 3So the sisters sent word to Jesus, “Lord, the one you love is 
sick.” 
 4When he heard this, Jesus said, “This sickness will not end in death. 
No, it is for God’s glory so that God’s Son may be glorified through 
it.” 5Now Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus. 6So when he heard 
that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was two more days, 7and then he 
said to his disciples, “Let us go back to Judea.” 
 8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to stone 
you, and yet you are going back?” 
 9Jesus answered, “Are there not twelve hours of daylight? Anyone who 
walks in the daytime will not stumble, for they see by this world’s light. 10It is 
when a person walks at night that they stumble, for they have no light.” 
 11After he had said this, he went on to tell them, “Our friend Lazarus has 
fallen asleep; but I am going there to wake him up.” 
 12His disciples replied, “Lord, if he sleeps, he will get better.” 13Jesus had 
been speaking of his death, but his disciples thought he meant natural sleep. 
 14So then he told them plainly, “Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am 
glad I was not there, so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” 
 16 Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the disciples, 
“Let us also go, that we may die with him.” 
 

 "10,000 Reasons (Bless The Lord)" 

 Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 

The sun comes up, it's a new day dawning 
It's time to sing Your song again 

Whatever may pass, and whatever lies before me 
Let me be singing when the evening comes 

CHORUS: 



You're rich in love, and You're slow to anger 
Your name is great, and Your heart is kind 
For all Your goodness I will keep on singing 
Ten thousand reasons for my heart to find 

CHORUS: 

And on that day when my strength is failing 
The end draws near and my time has come 
Still my soul will sing Your praise unending 
Ten thousand years and then forevermore 

Bless the Lord, O my soul, O my soul 
Worship His holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 

Sing like never before, O my soul 
I'll worship Your holy name 
I'll worship Your holy name 

  The story of the raising of Lazarus is a fairly familiar story to regular 

church goers because I think that we all seem to be naturally drawn to 

amazing events. And even if we don’t completely understand what is 

happening here in this story, we are still fascinated by it. 

  Jesus’ friend had died and we can only talk about it calmly because it 

wasn’t our friend who had died and it didn’t happen anywhere near-where we 

live our lives. Jesus’ friend had died which created a lot of sadness for “those” 

people; for his sisters, Mary and Martha, and for friends of the family but it 

doesn’t seem so bad to us because we have been given the ability to jump 

ahead in the story and go right to the “amazing” part. We know that Jesus is 

going to call Lazarus out of his grave and so in many ways the fact that he 

died doesn’t seem to be that big of a deal. BUT the people around Lazarus in 

this story weren’t blessed with the opportunity to peek ahead. For the people 

who cared about Lazarus, all they knew was that he was sick, close to dying 

and this whole experience was painful and frightening and sad. 



  So, we could do what we have a tendency to do and jump right to the 

resurrection of Lazarus but there are things that we can learn along the way. 

So we have decided to break this one story up into three different parts. 

  The Bible says that Jesus and his disciples were at “Bethany 

beyond the Jordan” which was the place where John the Baptist had 

preached and baptized those who came to him. “Bethany beyond the Jordan” 

is also referred to as “Bethabara” and it was located across the Jordan 

River, east of the city of Jericho. This meant that they were about 30 miles 

from the village of Bethany which was the hometown of Lazarus and his 

sisters, Mary and Martha. It would have taken Jesus roughly an entire day to 

walk from where he was to where Lazarus was. 

  So, the timing would have laid out something like this: 

1. Lazarus was close to dying, so Mary and Martha decided to send word to 
Jesus about their brother. This would have taken an entire day.  
Day one. 

2. Jesus would have received the message and then if he had left right that  
instant, it would have taken him the next entire day to get to the village 
of Bethany but Jesus decided to wait for two more days. That would be  
days two and three. 

3. On the next day, Jesus tells his disciples that it is time to go and see  
Lazarus. This would have been day four. 

  When Jesus arrived at the home of Mary and Martha it says that 

Lazarus was dead and had been in his tomb for four days. Which means that 

he must have died shortly after the sisters’ had sent their message to Jesus 

on the first day and there would have been no way for Jesus to get there in 

time to keep Lazarus from dying. 

  Jesus, being Jesus, apparently knew all of this and, 

6So when he heard that Lazarus was sick, he stayed where he was  
two more days, 7and then he said to his disciples,  

“Let us go back to Judea.” John 11:6-7 



  The disciples seemed to have other things on their minds. They 

remembered that the last time they had been in Judea (which was the 

province where Bethany was located and the province surrounding the city of 

Jerusalem) that there had been people there who tried to kill Jesus.  

8“But Rabbi,” they said, “a short while ago the Jews there tried to  
stone you, and yet you are going back?” John 11:8 

  You get the distinct impression that the disciples weren’t as concerned 

about Lazarus being sick as they were about the people who wanted Jesus 

dead and the fear that they might just get caught in the cross fire. The 

disciples knew that Jesus had made some powerful enemies and that it just 

didn’t seem like a good time to be traveling anywhere near Jerusalem. So, 

waiting for two days was probably just fine with them. 

  But, Jesus wasn’t waiting because he was afraid of the Pharisees or the 

Romans. Jesus was waiting because he wanted the disciples to witness 

something that would finally confirm for them who Jesus really was.  

“Lazarus is dead, 15and for your sake I am glad I was not there,  
so that you may believe. But let us go to him.” John 11:14-15 

  They were just weeks away from the crucifixion and Jesus had been 

telling them that he would finally be killed and that three days later he 

would rise from the dead … 

 22And he said, “The Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders, the chief priests and the teachers of the law, 

and he must be killed and on the third day be raised to life.”  
Luke 9:22 

… BUT I’m not sure that the disciples really heard him OR that they 

understood what he was talking about OR that they really believed that he 

was capable of doing what he said. 

  It seems like the real reason Jesus decided to delay his trip to Bethany 

for two more days was because this was going to be his opportunity to 

definitively show the disciples that he was more than just an itinerant 



preacher and more than just the latest prophet to come down the line. He 

wanted them to see that he was indeed Messiah, God’s holy one. 

  This whole scenario has a couple of additional implications that we 

might want to keep in the back of our heads. The first one might be that 

JUST BECAUSE WE ARE “CLOSE” TO JESUS it doesn’t mean that we are 

somehow EXEMPTED FROM the STRUGGLES of life. Most people 

remember that Lazarus was raised from the dead (as if that is some sort of 

blessing) but they forget that this means that Lazarus had to die twice. Jesus 

pulled Lazarus back into a world filled with war and disease and fear. I’m not 

sure that Jesus was doing Lazarus any favors. 

  There have always been preachers who have tried to sell the idea that 

God’s sole purpose is to provide us with material blessings and that the 

Church’s only function is to bless us. This is referred to as “The Prosperity 

Gospel” and it says that if you have enough faith that God will give you all 

the stuff you would ever want. The biggest church in the United States 

(which has an average attendance of over 43,000 people each week.) is built 

around this kind of message.  

  They must not tell people about Peter being crucified because he was a 

follower of Jesus or about Paul being beheaded because he was a follower of 

Jesus or about the other disciples giving their lives away because they loved 

Jesus more than life. They must not talk about all of the people who have 

been martyred for their faith; even today. They must not talk about all of the 

faithful people who have been devastated by earthquakes and floods and 

hurricanes. 

  Even the people closest to Jesus struggled; in fact you could make a 

case that the people closest to Jesus struggled more simply because they were 

connected to him. 



  We are not exempted from the storms of life BUT we know that it is 

possible that the tragic events in our lives may serve a greater purpose. 

  I have had occasion to remind people recently that our faith is more 

apparent to the people around us when WE are going through hard times. 

Our faith has more of an impact on the people we know when we struggle 

because they get a chance to see that our relationship to Jesus is genuine. So, 

it is somewhat natural for us to ask, “Why me Lord?” when we face various 

trials in life but what we need to learn is to ask, “Lord, how can this trial be 

used to introduce someone to you?” 

Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters, whenever you face trials 
of many kinds, because you know that the testing of your faith 

produces perseverance. Let perseverance finish its work so that you 
 may be mature and complete, not lacking anything. James 1:2-4 

  Lazarus died and his death became an opportunity to demonstrate for 

ordinary people the awesome power of God. The disciples (in particular) 

needed to know, as they moved into what we now call Holy Week, that this 

Jesus had power even over death. 

  At some point we need to be equally convinced that the Jesus we talk 

about and pray to is exactly who he said he was. At some point we need to 

move beyond “believing” and begin to embrace “faith.” Believing is an 

intellectual decision; like saying, “I believe this chair/stool can support me.” 

This is what I believe. Faith is a practical decision. Faith sits. 

  The story of Lazarus, in particular the story of Lazarus’ death, is meant 

to remind us that our faith (first) has to be RELATIONAL. We need to know 

and be confident that we are known by Jesus AND then our relationship to 

him has to be built on FAITH. It’s not enough for us to recognize the Bible as 

a series of pleasant and challenging stories and it’s not enough for us to think 

of Jesus as an interesting character out of history. 



  Jesus came so that we might KNOW him and live our lives with a 

confidence that Jesus is always with us and that no matter what is 

happening to us or around us that Jesus will make it right. 

  The last little bit of our story for today contains a comment by the 

disciple, Thomas.  

16Then Thomas (also known as Didymus) said to the rest of the  
disciples, “Let us also go, that we may die with him.” John 11:16 

  We have a tendency to remember Thomas as the disciple who doubted. 

BUT here we see Thomas as the disciple who was willing to follow Jesus even 

when it wasn’t easy; when following was actually dangerous. 

  We could take Thomas as our inspiration for today and decide right now 

that we are determined to follow Jesus wherever he wants us to go. Jesus 

may indeed be sending us to our family or to a good friend with a message of 

hope and forgiveness and new life. We (you) have an opportunity right now to 

TRUST Jesus to work in our lives and work through our lives as we (you) go 

out to invite our friends to meet this Jesus that we know and in meeting 

Jesus find hope. 


