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[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not have 

John 7:53—8:11. A few manuscripts include these verses, wholly or in part, 
after John 7:36, John 21:25, Luke 21:38 or Luke 24:53.] 

 
John 7:53-8:11 
 7:53Then they all went home, 8: 1but Jesus went to the Mount of Olives. 
2At dawn he appeared again in the temple courts, where all the people 
gathered around him, and he sat down to teach them. 3The teachers of the 
law and the Pharisees brought in a woman caught in adultery. They 
made her stand before the group 4and said to Jesus, “Teacher, this woman 
was caught in the act of adultery. 5In the Law Moses commanded us to stone 
such women. Now what do you say?” 6They were using this question as a 
trap, in order to have a basis for accusing him. 
 But Jesus bent down and started to write on the ground with his finger. 
7When they kept on questioning him, he straightened up and said to them, 
“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first to throw a stone at her.” 
8Again he stooped down and wrote on the ground. 
 9At this, those who heard began to go away one at a time, the older ones 
first, until only Jesus was left, with the woman still standing there. 10Jesus 
straightened up and asked her, “Woman, where are they? Has no one 
condemned you?” 
 11“No one, sir,” she said. 
 “Then neither do I condemn you,” Jesus declared. “Go now and leave 
your life of sin.” 
 

He Ransomed Me 

Refrain: 
Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 
Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 

(Hallelujah!) 
I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

There’s a sweet and blessed story 
Of the Christ who came from glory, 



Just to rescue me from sin and misery; 
 He in loving-kindness sought me, 

And from sin and shame hath brought me, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

Refrain: 
Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 
Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 

(Hallelujah!)  
I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

From the depth of sin and sadness 
To the heights of joy and gladness 

Jesus lifted me, in mercy full and free; 
With His precious blood He bought me, 

When I knew Him not, He sought me, 
And in love divine He ransomed me. 

Refrain: 
Hallelujah, what a Savior! 

Who can take a poor, lost sinner, 
Lift them from the miry clay and set them free! 

(Hallelujah!)  
I will ever tell the story, 

Shouting glory, glory, glory, 
Hallelujah! Jesus ransomed me. 

  The story for today is about a life that was ransomed and all of us 

should relate to the woman in our story because all of us should have a sense 

that we were also once slaves to our sin but have been set free because 

JESUS has ransomed US and paid the price for our forgiveness. 

  But before we get to the story, I feel like I need to talk a little bit about 

something that you may have noticed. 

  If you spend time reading your Bible (and you really should), there are a 

couple of places in the New Testament where you will find a statement like 

this one: 



[The earliest manuscripts and many other ancient witnesses do not 
have John 7:53—8:11. A few manuscripts include these verses, wholly  

or in part, after John 7:36, John 21:25, Luke 21:38 or Luke 24:53.] 

  If you take this statement on its surface you might come to the 

conclusion that this story isn’t legitimate which by extension (at least for 

some) calls into question the accuracy of the entire New Testament. AND the 

reality is that there are many people who are looking for reasons why they 

shouldn’t have to take the New Testament and the Christian faith seriously. 

They often use statements like this one to try to convince other people that 

our faith in Jesus isn’t trustable and therefore the Bible should be relegated 

to a reference tool rather than a guide book for our lives. 

  This is one of those times when you need someone like me to step in and 

give you some of the back story for this particular text so you can understand 

how this story can and should be applied to our lives. 

  For centuries the church has made an effort to collect the earliest 

examples of Biblical writings so that people who work at translating (in this 

case) the New Testament into modern languages can work with the oldest 

surviving pieces. The assumption has always been that the older something 

is the more authentic it is. WHICH MEANS THAT you and I ARE 

APPARENTLY GETTING MORE AUTHENTIC EVERY DAY. 

  The problem we have is that the early New Testament documents were 

written down on materials that were rather fragile; things like papyrus (an 

early form of paper) and parchment (which was processed animal skins) 

which means that they didn’t weather well and deteriorated over time. 

  We have original pieces of the New Testament that date back to the 2nd 

century. The first New Testament document that contains this particular 

story dates to about the 4th century which is why this footnote is included 

here. The translators want you to know that this story is found in the 4th 

century documents but not found in the 2nd century documents which some 



would suggest means that it was a story that was added later; hundreds of 

years after the event that is described here. 

  However, we have writings from early church leaders that date back to 

the 1st century that make reference to this story. So, apparently the story was 

there from the beginning but for some reason people decided to take it out 

and it wasn’t until later that it was added back in. 

  The question then would be why was it taken out in the first place AND 

the answer is that in the early life of the church sexual promiscuity was a 

huge problem and some church leaders thought that this story might give 

people the idea that Jesus was condoning adultery. So, they took it out. This 

might be one of the earliest examples of censorship BUT censorship being 

done with the very best of intentions. 

  It’s like early Methodists saying that you shouldn’t play cards because 

it might lead to gambling or later Methodists saying that you shouldn’t dance 

because it might have sexual overtones. 

  During the Reformation, even Martin Luther wanted to do the same 

thing with the New Testament Book of James because James made 

statements like “faith without works is dead” and Luther didn’t want anyone 

getting the idea that they could work their way into heaven.  

  What the early church fathers, the early Methodists and Martin Luther 

were trying to do was protect people but in doing so they ALMOST DENIED 

US THE pragmatic balance that THE BOOK OF JAMES brings to our faith 

AND this powerful STORY OF FORGIVENESS AND GOD’S AMAZING 

GRACE. 

  So, the bottom line is that this story is trustable and when we read 

through it (and I’m hoping that you will go home and read it again) we should 

learn something about ourselves and something about our God that we can 

apply to our everyday lives. 



  Now BACK TO OUR story. 

  This is the story of a woman caught in adultery and about how the 

Pharisees took the time to drag this woman to where Jesus was teaching in 

order to create a situation in which they could trap Jesus into saying or doing 

something that would ruin his ministry. 

  There are three main players in this story; the woman, the Pharisees 

and Jesus AND as we think about this story again WE should find ourselves 

relating to each of them in some way. 

  First, we have a woman caught in her sin. There was no hiding from it; 

there was no pretending that it didn’t happen, there was no way to try to 

convince her accusers that it wasn’t really a sin. 

  In Hebrew thought adultery was considered a major moral failure. The 

root word for “adultery” was the same as the root word for “idolatry.” Both of 

these actions described the breaking of a covenant; idolatry was breaking 

covenant with God and adultery was breaking covenant with your spouse 

AND covenant was the foundation of God’s relationship with his people. So, 

this was a big deal. 

  The assumption we can make is that all of us have struggled with this 

same kind of sin. All of us have given in to the temptation to idolize other 

people or to idolize other things in our lives to a point where those things 

move us to make bad decisions. All of us have broken covenant. 

  When Jesus said, “… you cannot serve both God and money” (Matthew 

6:24) he was speaking to this same struggle. There’s a sense in which the 

only thing that separates us from this woman is that she was definitively 

caught by the people around her. She could not deny it or rationalize it away. 

AND we need to be reminded that just because there isn’t a crowd of people 

pointing out our particular failures on Twitter or Facebook it doesn’t mean 

that we aren’t in need of forgiveness and healing. 



  Jesus came to heal us; to offer us forgiveness; to give us an opportunity 

to get back on the path and begin to TRULY follow Jesus again. 

  Jesus has come to do for us what he did for this woman. He 

acknowledged her failure, he offered her grace (which means “free gift”) and 

then he told her she should never do it again. This is the process that we 

have been invited into; confession, repentance & forgiveness; 

acknowledging our failure, turning away from our broken attitudes (and our 

broken behavior) and then being offered the opportunity to begin again. We 

can begin our lives again BUT it doesn’t happen until we are willing to listen 

to and trust in Jesus. 

  As the Christian church, we have been called to model the love of Jesus 

in the world which means that we need to be willing to point people to the 

new life that Jesus offers. We are in the business of helping people 

understand that no matter how far they have fallen that they can stand up 

and begin again. We are here to remind people that the path to healing is 

found in confession, repentance and trusting in Jesus. Admitting our 

brokenness and trusting Jesus to help us turn away from our sin are both 

essential to the new life that God has promised us. 

  So, pause for a moment and reflect on the brokenness in your life … 

  +Tell Jesus about it … 
  +Admit you need his help 
  +Turn your life around and follow him 

  The Pharisees, on the other hand, were people who saw themselves as 

righteous but didn’t necessarily care about people. They saw this woman as a 

pawn in the game they were playing. They didn’t really care about her or her 

failure or her future. They were using her to get to Jesus. 

  I have heard this particular scenario described as “the horns of a 

dilemma” because the Pharisees were trying to put Jesus into a situation 

where he would have two bad choices. If he let the woman off without paying 



a price for her sin, then he would be seen as condoning adultery and 

disobeying the Law of Moses. He would lose the support of the people. If he 

said that they should follow the Law of Moses and stone this woman (which is 

what the Law prescribed), then he would be breaking Roman law and the 

Romans would have a reason to arrest him.  

  The Pharisees believed that they had Jesus trapped BUT Jesus simply 

bent down and began to scribble in the dirt. Some have suggested that what 

Jesus was doing was writing different expression of sin in the dirt and 

pointing out to the self-righteous Pharisees that they weren’t so innocent 

themselves. Then Jesus said,  

“Let any one of you who is without sin be the first  
to throw a stone at her.” John 7:7 

  Once the Pharisees understood that they had also been caught; that 

there was no hiding from God, they all walked away. 

  This whole story is supposed to remind us that people are precious to 

God. It doesn’t matter what they have done or where they have been or how 

much money they have; people are precious to God. 

  It doesn’t mean that we are supposed to condone people’s behavior. The 

sin in our lives is an extension of our spiritual brokenness and we should 

always be challenging people to turn away from that brokenness and trust in 

Jesus. 

  The reason we care about the people around us is because Jesus cares 

about the people around us AND we should be being changed into the 

likeness of Jesus. The reason we care enough about the people around us to 

insert ourselves into their lives is because Jesus has sent us to help those 

people find new life AND we are learning to love those people even when 

loving them is hard. Sometimes you have to be willing to say, “No.” 

Sometimes you have to be willing to point people to something better than 

what they want. 



  Knowing Jesus is essential to our spiritual wellbeing which means that 

people need to meet Jesus. We are called to make that introduction AND it 

starts when we understand that, 

“… all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God.” Romans 3:23 

  EVEN US and that, 

“… God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were  
still sinners, Christ died for us.” Romans 5:8  

  The story that we are looking at today is a story for sinners because this 

is a story about forgiveness. If you want to have the new life that Jesus offers, 

only sinners need apply because this is where the new life begins. 

  In the larger context, this is a story about how we should live our lives 

every day. 

  +We recognize who we are. 
  +We recognize who Jesus is 

+We recognize that Jesus wants to transform us into his likeness 
(which begins with forgiveness) 

  +We go out and represent Jesus in the world. 


