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John 1:35-42 
 35The next day John again was standing with two of his disciples, 36and as 
he watched Jesus walk by, he exclaimed, “Look, here is the Lamb of God!” 
37The two disciples heard him say this, and they followed Jesus. 38When 
Jesus turned and saw them following, he said to them, “What are you looking 
for?” They said to him, “Rabbi” (which translated means Teacher), “where are 
you staying?” 39He said to them, “Come and see.” They came and saw where 
he was staying, and they remained with him that day. It was about four 
o’clock in the afternoon. 40One of the two who heard John speak and followed 
him was Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon 
and said to him, “We have found the Messiah” (which is translated Anointed). 
42He brought Simon to Jesus, who looked at him and said, “You are Simon 
son of John. You are to be called Cephas” (which is translated Peter). 
 
 
  As many of you know this past Tuesday I had the privilege of officiating 

at the funeral of a friend and colleague of mine whose name was Doug Fraley. 

  Doug and his family came to serve St. Luke’s United Methodist Church 

in La Crosse when I was a teenager there and I sang in a number of choirs 

that Doug’s wife Carolyn ended up directing. It was during Doug’s ministry 

that I made a decision to follow Jesus and after a couple of years of learning 

under his teaching I decided to enter full time pastoral ministry. 

  I told the people who had gathered for his service on Tuesday that Doug 

is to blame for me being where I am today. At the age of 21 I met with him in 

his office and confessed to him that I thought God might be calling me into 

pastoral ministry. After I left his office, he called our District Superintendent 

and a week later our District Superintendent called me and asked if I would 

like to serve a church. I was just a kid and still in college but they sent me to 

License to Preach School and gave me the responsibility for two small 

congregations. I felt like I was being thrown into the deep end of the pool 



without having been taught how to swim but somehow I survived and those 

two small congregations survived BUT it’s was all Doug Fraley’s fault. 

  The last service that Doug officiated at St. Luke’s church in La Crosse 

was Julie’s and my wedding. It was a Sunday afternoon; 39 years ago today. 

  I also mentioned at the funeral that I was one of Doug’s disciples. I 

believe that there were nine of us all together who responded to his ministry 

and went into some form of professional ministry and one of the wonderful 

things that Doug did for all of us was to make sure that we understood that 

he wanted us to follow Jesus. He was like our personal John the Baptist and 

in everything he said and did he encouraged us to look to “lamb of God.” Doug 

never made a big deal of his own accomplishments. He knew that Jesus was 

more important. 

  I’ve always been fascinated with John the Baptist because once he 

stepped out of the wilderness and began to call people to repentance, he 

became this huge spiritual star. He had hundreds (maybe even thousands) of 

people coming to be baptized by him at the Jordan River. He had acquired his 

own group of disciples and he even had religious teachers coming to go 

through the John the Baptist experience. Some people were assuming that he 

was the messiah. Other people were referring to him as the Prophet Elijah 

reborn. He was a big deal and I assume that at some point he must have been 

tempted to take advantage of his own celebrity. He must have had that 

moment when he thought he could build his own kingdom BUT what was 

amazing about John was that he seemed to thoroughly understand that his 

job wasn’t to make a name for himself. He knew that someone was coming 

after him who was meant to be the real center of attention and that he 

needed to get out of the way. 

Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27the one who is coming 
after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.  

John 1:26-27 



  When I first started in ministry I was appointed to little rural 

congregations. One of the congregations I served while I was in seminary had 

an average attendance of 10 people and that number might have been 

generous. That congregation was a gathering of faithful people but we all 

knew that they were never going to be “world shakers” and the problem for 

me was that (being young, a bit naïve and passionate about Jesus) I wanted 

to shake the world.  

  My problem (which was a problem I shared with way too many of my 

colleagues) was that I became overly focused on where I would go next; what 

would be my next assignment. There was always a sense that if I could move 

up to someplace bigger; a place that had more resources, that I could really 

be effective. Without fully realizing it, I was assuming that if I could build 

my kingdom that I would be more effective at building God’s kingdom. What 

had happened was that I took eyes off of the real reason I was in ministry. I 

had been called to serve Jesus and to go where I was called (and I was willing 

to serve) but somehow in my head I had made it too much about me. 

  Some people would label that “ambition” and consider it a good thing 

but the reality was that it was a distraction. It was way too easy to begin to 

focus on what I wanted and forget that I was called to do what God wanted.  

  What I missed while I was dreaming about where I might go was the 

reality that I was having an impact on people. We were not having great 

revivals and crowds were not coming from all over to hear me preach but we 

were making a difference one person at a time which is exactly what Jesus 

has called us to do. 

  Again, one of the reasons that I think John was such a remarkable 

servant was that he knew that his job was to point people to Jesus and he 

was both willing and able to put his own ambitions aside and do just that. 

 



  It seems to me that this is something that we all struggle with from 

time to time. We all face the temptation to make our lives all about us. We 

say that we want to do what God wants but in reality we end up doing what 

we want and we expect God to bless it. We may be well intended but it is far 

too easy to “miss the mark;” to stop listening and to follow our own desires. 

  I know that this is a message that we don’t necessarily want to hear 

BUT all of us who claim the name of Jesus; all of us who consider ourselves 

one of Jesus’ followers are CALLED by God to point people to Jesus. This is 

our purpose and everything else we do in this life is merely a means to an 

end. Obviously the more resources we have the more opportunity we have to 

impact people’s lives. BUT the goal is not in the acquiring of things, it is in 

being faithful with what things we have been given. 

  All of us are meant to be like Doug Fraley and John the Baptist and 

Andrew, Peter’s brother. 

40One of the two who heard John speak and followed him was Andrew, 
Simon Peter’s brother. 41He first found his brother Simon and said to 

him, “We have found the Messiah.” 
 John 1:40-41 

  All of us are meant to find ways to point people to Jesus or to invite 

people to meet this Jesus who has saved us from our brokenness to sin. 

  Over the history of the church we have created an artificial distinction 

between lay people and clergy. We have, in effect, created a professional class 

of Christians who were originally intended to maintain order and protect the 

church from false teaching BUT have become our surrogate believers. They 

study the Bible so that we don’t have to and they pray so that we don’t have 

to and they tell people about Jesus so that we don’t have to. 

  THIS WAS NEVER THE WAY IT WAS MEANT TO BE and when the 

Church was vibrant and making a real difference in the world it was made up 

of people like Andrew who came into contact with Jesus and were so moved 



by the experience that the FIRST THING they did was tell someone else; like 

Andrew telling his brother, Peter. 

  We all need to be like Andrew. We need to meet Jesus and be willing to 

trust him with our lives. Once he has hold of our lives, we will begin to tell 

people about what we have seen and heard. It will be as natural as talking 

about any other blessing that we have experienced in our lives. 

  We are all called to be both disciples (learners) and disciple makers 

(witnesses).  

  We are all called to be engaged in using our gifts and resources to point 

people to the “lamb of God” who takes away the sins of the world. 

  Before I surrendered my life to Jesus, I used to think that pastors were 

short, balding men who wore bad suits and drove station wagons; ironically 

that kind of described Doug Fraley. I could never imagine myself taking on 

that role because I didn’t understand that it’s not about the person BUT 

about the one that the person represents. 

  I suspect that many of you have a similar problem BUT our 

understanding of life changes once we begin to understand that the life of 

faith is not so much about us as it is about Jesus AND that this same Jesus 

can take common, ordinary people like Andrew and Peter and Doug and me 

and use us all to help people find hope. You are being invited to join that long 

line of faithful people and begin to work with Jesus to help change the world. 

It doesn't happen until you (we) are willing to surrender your life (our lives) 

to Jesus. BUT once we have decided to trust him AND have given our lives to 

serving him we will spend the rest of our lives pointing people to "the Lamb 

of God" who takes away the sins of the world.  

  With Jesus, WE can change the world and the transformation begins 

the moment we decide to surrender our lives to the living God. Do that today. 


