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John 1:1-18 
 1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word 
was God. 2He was in the beginning with God. 3All things came into being 
through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has come 
into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light 
shines in the darkness, and the darkness did not overcome it.  
 6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a 
witness to testify to the light, so that all might believe through him. 8He 
himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.  
 10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the 
world did not know him. 11He came to what was his own, and his own people 
did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, 
he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 
the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
 14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his 
glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth. 15(John 
testified to him and cried out, ‘This was he of whom I said, “He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.” ’) 16From his fullness 
we have all received, grace upon grace. 17The law indeed was given through 
Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has ever seen 
God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father’s heart, who has made 
him known.  
 
  This Sunday is the beginning of a journey of faith; a journey into the 

presence of the living God; a journey along the path that Jesus has laid out 

for us. 

  To get us started on this journey over the next fifteen weeks I want to 

walk with you through the Gospel of John. I’ve chosen to start with John 

because it contains events and teaching out of the life of Jesus that you won’t 

find in the other three Gospel stories. I want this series of conversations to be 

the foundation for the rest of your journey of faith. I promise you that if you 

are willing to take this opportunity seriously that it will change your life. 



  The one caveat that I need to raise is that in order for this to be a life 

changing/world changing journey that you will need to make a commitment 

to be both engaged and involved. This cannot be a part-time endeavor; you 

cannot expect to show up whenever it is convenient and participate only 

when you have nothing more important to do and expect that it will impact 

your life in any way. If we are going to be on this journey together, then I 

expect all of us to put our feet to the path and follow Jesus every day. The 

journey begins here. 

  So, dig out your Bible (and if you don’t have one I will get one for you) 

and begin to read the Gospel of John. Read it one chapter at a time and ask 

God to speak to you through what you are reading. Then come here and listen 

and reflect and talk with your Christian friends about what God is saying to 

you. You cannot do this as an independent study; you need to do this as part 

of a community of faithful people. We need each other and you need to make 

a commitment to the other people who are on this journey with you. 

  So, having said that, we are going to begin with John 1:1. 

 In the beginning … was the Word. John 1:1 

 And the Word became flesh and lived among us …  
full of grace and truth. John 1:14 

  I started playing softball when I was four years old. I played with all of 

the other kids in my neighborhood and we played in the alley behind my 

house. We had a garbage can lid for home plate and shingles and pieces of 

wood for the bases and the home run line was the edge of Stuhr’s garage. 

When I was four years old Stuhr’s garage was a long way away. 

  When you are four, softball is a simple game and it was mostly about 

standing by that garbage can lid with a big, old bat and whacking away or 

standing on the other end with an oversized glove hoping you could catch the 

ball when it came to you. 



  As we got older we all realized that the game was more complicated 

than just hitting and catching and we began to understand that there were 

layers of rules and strategies that made the game more interesting. We began 

to learn about “stealing bases” and tactics like the “hit and run” or the 

“suicide squeeze” or the “pinch hitter” rule. 

  Now I’m assuming that anyone who has watched baseball knows that 

the “pinch hitter” rule allows the manager to insert into the batting lineup a 

member of the team who hasn’t been playing in the game. This “pinch hitter” 

takes the place of someone else at bat and in effect acts as a substitute batter. 

The hope is that this “new” person will be able to do what the person they are 

replacing could not do. 

  Theologically, we might say that this is what God did for us. When we 

say that the “Word became flesh and lived among us” we are saying 

that God inserted himself into our game to do for us what we were unable to 

do for ourselves. He came to bring us “life.” 

4… in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 

  The Gospel of John begins with the radical concept that our God 

stepped into our world and took our place and paid the price that was 

necessary to purchase our salvation. Our God stepped into our lives in order 

to invite us all home. 

  The story of this great salvation began in the book of Genesis when it 

says that God’s people turned away from God and found themselves 

separated from Him. Their lives were broken by sin; a brokenness that was 

passed on to their children and their children’s children. A brokenness that is 

observable even today in the choices we make and the way that we treat the 

people around us. Jesus came to heal that brokenness in our lives and to offer 

us a chance to become his children once again. 



  If we had the time today, we would start at the beginning of the book 

and talk about all that God has done to point us forward from what happened 

in the Garden of Eden and what he has done to build a bridge that would lead 

us into his presence. 

  We would talk about the giving of THE LAW; about God laying down a 

measuring stick for his people. Then we would talk about THE 

TABERNACLE in the wilderness and the institution of a sacrificial system 

that was meant to teach God’s people about what sacrifice means and about 

blood covenants and about SUBSTITUTIONARY ATONEMENT. It was at 

the tabernacle that the people were taught about the need for CONFESSION, 

REPENTANCE and REDEMPTION. The tabernacle was that place where 

God taught the people about the sacrificial lamb and pointed forward in time 

(in the words of John the Baptist) to the LAMB OF GOD who takes away the 

sin of the world once and for all time.  

7He (John) came as a witness to testify to the light,  
so that all might believe through him. John 1:7 

12But to all who received him (Jesus), who believed in his name, 
 he gave power to become children of God, John 1:12 

  It is my intention to start us on this journey by walking through the 

Gospel of John and then go back and revisit all of things that I’ve just 

mentioned. Over the next year I am hoping that you will learn the basics of 

our faith so that you will be prepared to represent Jesus in the world. This is 

NOT an educational process as much as it is a RELATIONAL process. This 

isn’t just about learning a lot of facts that we can use to impress our friends; 

this is about building a foundation for our relationship to God; a relationship 

that should change our lives. If we don’t walk away from this journey 

changed then we will have failed. 

 In the beginning was the Word, 



  The “Word” in Greek is “logos” (λόγος) and it means “the physical 

expression of a thought.”  What John is saying here is that Jesus came as the 

physical expression of the living God. Jesus made what was “spiritual” into 

something tangible. 

 … and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the 
beginning with God. 3All things came into being through him,  

and without him not one thing came into being. John 1:1-3 

  What John is trying to clarify (and what we are supposed to 

understand) is that it was the Almighty God himself who came to save us 

from our brokenness to sin. It wasn’t God’s little kid, it wasn’t a “semi-God” 

or a “demi-God” who came to take our place. Jesus is the “living God,” which 

means that he is more than a good MORAL TEACHER and he is more than a 

FINE EXAMPLE. In Jesus, God stepped into our world to invite us back into 

His family. 

  Theologically this is called the INCARNATION and we celebrate it 

every year at Christmas time when we talk and sing about EMMANUEL 

which is a word that means “God with us.” 

  In the first two chapters of his gospel John refers to Jesus with seven 

different names and titles that each identify Jesus as more than just God’s 

little boy. He is the WORD, the bodily expression of the Living God; He is the 

TRUE LIGHT that shines in the world. He is the SON OF GOD, the physical 

extension of the unseen God; he is the LAMB OF GOD whose sacrifice takes 

away the sin of the world; He is MESSIAH, the Chosen One; He is the true 

KING OF ISRAEL, and the SON OF MAN, the one spoken of by the 

prophets. 

  Each of these statements was meant to clarify for us that in Jesus God 

became a human being. 

14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen 
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only son, full of grace and truth.  

John 1:14 



 But the problem is that we don’t always want to embrace this picture. 

11He came to what was his own,  
and his own people did not accept him, John 1:11 

  I think that (even today) we intuitively understand that if we really 

believe what this says, that we cannot continue to live our lives in the same 

way anymore. If Jesus is indeed God and he is alive even now AND this same 

God has called us to both KNOW him and FOLLOW him then we need to 

learn to let go of our possessions and our schedules and allow him to direct 

how we live our lives. 

 Jesus came to give us the “power” we need to “become” children of God. 

12But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave 
power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of 

the will of the flesh or of the will of man, but of God.  
John 1:12-13 

  God stepped into our game to be present with us in all of life’s 

challenges. This relationship we talk about is about more than just some 

theoretical salvation. This relationship we talk about is more than just an 

intellectual exercise and this is not just a bedtime story that we tell our 

children, this is a God who came to stand with us and to do for us what we 

are helpless to do for ourselves. And once you know that you are a true child 

of God, it will change the way you see all of life. Our God has done an 

amazing thing because our God is an awesome God. 

  I have one of those positions in life where I have the opportunity to talk 

to people about things that are very personal to them; some painful, some 

joyful BUT I also have a lot of opportunities to speak to people on a rather 

superficial level. I have a lot of those “Hi, how are you doing” kind of 

conversations that we refer to as “small talk” because none of them are very 

deep or very meaningful; they are really more of a way of filling the silence 

and being friendly.  



  This means that I have a lot of opportunities to respond to similar kinds 

of questions. “How are you doing?” and over the years I have acknowledged 

that I am an “OK” kind of guy. Some people are great, some are amazing; for 

some, if they were any better there would need to be two of them. I’m alright, 

I’m doing OK. 

  I used to say that some people see the glass half full; some people see 

the glass half empty and I sometimes don’t even see the glass BUT I’m OK. I 

used to think it came from being raised by Norwegians BUT now I believe 

that it comes from an overriding sense that no matter what happens that my 

God will be a part of it. My God will make it right. I sometimes need to be 

reminded of this spiritual fact, after all I was raised by Norwegians, but no 

matter what happens I know that my God is present; he is EMMANUEL; 

God with us, for me. 

  These last few weeks I have been talking to a friend and colleague of 

mine as he went through the process of dying. Over these few weeks we 

talked about all of the people he had touched (including me) and we talked 

about the joy of knowing that he was going home. It was an interesting, 

reflective journey for both of us. 

  My friend passed away this past Wednesday and we will celebrate his 

life here at CUMC on Tuesday morning. 

  While I was sitting there with my friend Doug, I began reflecting on the 

personal changes that I have experienced in my life over the time that I’ve 

been here in Elm Grove and I realized that in that time I have seen a number 

of family members and good friends make that journey toward their eternal 

home. Some of them were older and had been dealing with the frailties of age 

and others were young and left us way too soon. 

  I have been reminded that these are not unusual things, these are the 

kind of things that all of us must face from time to time. And I know that 



many of you have faced your own challenges, but the GOOD NEWS that we 

need to hear AND internalize AND tell our friends about is that our God, the 

one who has loved us from the very beginning is with us. And he came so 

that we can know that no matter what storms we face He will be with us (in 

the present tense) to provide us with strength and hope for tomorrow. He has 

really come to be LIGHT and LIFE for us. 

  In the person of Jesus, God stepped into our lives, took our spot at bat 

and hit a home run. You and I have been invited to be on God’s team. Once 

we decide to trust Him with our lives, then we will begin to celebrate his 

victory. The celebration can begin today. Trust him. 

 
PRAYER 
 
  Another slight change that I want to incorporate into our journey for 

this summer and into the fall is something that was always part of worship in 

the life of the Church but somehow got dropped. It was always referred to as 

the “call to discipleship” and I think that what happened is that we became 

uncomfortable talking about our response to God’s Good News and because 

we were uncertain or reluctant to respond we just let it drop. 

  The “call to discipleship” isn’t really that complicated. It will always be 

challenging BUT it is really as simple as answering the question, “What will 

you do now that we have had this conversation? Or, in light of what God has 

revealed to you, what will you do with your life?” 

  As you think about that I want to help.  

  In your worship folder you should find a slip of paper that will allow you 

to order a rather catchy t-shirt (if I do say so myself). I am hoping that this 

will be our “team uniform” as we go out together to change the world. This 

means that I want everyone to have one. What I didn’t mention is that these 

shirts will cost us $11 a piece BUT if you can’t afford to pay for it we will find 



the money somewhere. I don’t want cost to be a factor. I want us all to be 

ready to show the world whom we serve. Fill out a slip, drop it in the offering 

plate or bring it by the office or send me an email with your t-shirt size and 

we will get them ordered. 

  In the future, we will provide you with a list of opportunities for you to 

make a difference and I want you to be ready to serve. This is also a part of 

the journey. 


