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Acts 2:42-47: The Fellowship of the Believers 
 42They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to 
the breaking of bread and to prayer. 43Everyone was filled with awe at the 
many wonders and signs performed by the apostles. 44All the believers were 
together and had everything in common. 45They sold property and 
possessions to give to anyone who had need. 46Every day they continued to 
meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate 
together with glad and sincere hearts, 47praising God and enjoying the favor 
of all the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved. 
 

I Stand in Awe of You 

You are God in heaven and here am I on earth. 
So, I’ll let my words be few. Jesus, I am so in love with You. 

And I’ll stand in awe of You. 
Yes, I’ll stand in awe of You 
and I’ll let my words be few. 

Jesus, I am so in love with You. 

The simplest of love songs I want to bring to You, 
so I’ll let my words be few. Jesus, I am so in love with You. 

And I’ll stand in awe of You. 
Yes, I’ll stand in awe of You 
and I’ll let my words be few. 

Jesus, I am so in love with You. 

  Recently, I’ve found myself fascinated with the word “awe;” especially in 

the context of the scripture reading for this morning. Most of the problem I 

have with getting my head around the concept that is presented in this text 

comes from the way in which we have learned to use the word.  

  In English we say something is “awesome” which literally means that it 

has “some” awe and we understand that to be a great thing AND on the 

other hand we talk about something being “awful” (which means “full” of 



awe) and we understand that to be a bad thing. So, we might rightfully come 

to the conclusion that some awe is great but too much awe is bad. I think we 

have a linguistic problem. 

  So, we come to the text you’ve just heard read and we think about the 

songs that were chosen for this morning and we have to ask ourselves what it 

is that we are actually talking about. What does it mean when it says, 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and  
signs performed by the apostles. Acts 2:43 

  According to the dictionary, “Awe” is “a feeling of reverential respect 

mixed with fear or wonder.” The song I started with uses “awe” as the 

foundation for a love song to God. 

   And I’ll stand in awe of You 
Yes, I’ll stand in awe of You                                               
and I’ll let my words be few. 

 Jesus, I am so in love with You. 

  “I stand in awe of you” and therefore “I am so in love with you.” 

  Even after spending some time processing these images I’m not 

completely certain that I know what “awe” is but I do know that, whatever it 

is, I want it!  

  I have always had a profound sense that there is more to worship than 

simply showing up and going through the motions. The act of worship should 

transport us into the presence of the God of the universe. Our worship should 

be “awesome.” 

  I have been convinced for a long time that there is more to prayer than 

just running through a litany of all of the things that I want God to do for me. 

I believe that prayer is meant to be conversational; that God speaks and we 

need to learn to listen. 

  I am also certain that God can fill our hearts with a compassion that is 

so deeply ingrained in who we are that our relationship to him will change 



every aspect of how we live our lives. We should leave this place determined 

to do something to help change the world. We serve an awesome God. 

  Pentecost (which we celebrated last week) is supposed to remind us that 

this whole thing we call Christianity is not really about how entertaining it is 

for us or about how comforted we are by coming to a place like this one. 

Christianity is about God’s great desire to have all people know him, love him 

and find healing for their broken hearts. Christianity is about people who 

have been transformed and who have been given power to serve God in the 

world. Jesus came to remind us that we CAN KNOW this God and that we 

SHOULD KNOW this God. But in order for that to happen we have to be 

willing to pull our heads out of what we’ve always done; we have to stop 

thinking about our faith in terms of what has always been and let the living 

God speak to us today. 

  The bottom line is that we should never leave this place the same as we 

were when we came in. We should all understand that we are learning to 

know God better, love God more and trust God to direct our lives. 

  I, for one, want the kind of love for God that is built on a great respect 

for who God is but a respect that is married to a powerful sense that God is 

not limited by my weaknesses; that my God is able to do in me and through 

me things that I would never have imagined were possible; that I can trust 

my God to care for me no matter what is happening around me.  

Our God is an awesome God 
He reigns from Heaven above 
With wisdom, power and love. 
Our God is an awesome God. 

  SO, the question becomes, what should we do now that we have 

decided to be followers after the living God? I think we can learn something 

from those first believers in Jesus. 



  The text says that after they were filled with the Holy Spirit and after 

they had begun to talk openly about their faith in Jesus Christ, 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, 
 to the breaking of bread and to prayer. Acts 2:42 

  The first word we might want to spend a moment with is the word 

“devoted.” The Greek word used here is proskartereó (προσκαρτερέω). It’s a 

verb that means “to persist, to persevere, to continue.”  This suggests to us 

that we need to have a passion for who we are becoming. We need to be 

committed to becoming the best followers of Jesus that we can be AND we 

need to be determined to get as close to Jesus as possible. 

  This process begins when we first learn to KNOW Jesus and knowing 

Jesus is a supernatural connection that is made possible through the Holy 

Spirit’s presence in us and our willingness to SURRENDER our lives to him. 

Once we know him then we will want to know him more. We need to be 

willing to surrender our lives to this awesome God. 

 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching .... 

  We need to care about what Jesus wants to teach us and we need to 

commit ourselves to being life-long learners of our faith. Sunday school and 

Confirmation classes and Bible study are not just for children! In fact, if we 

have given our children the impression that learning about our faith is only 

something that children do, then we may have set them up to forever struggle 

with some of the most basic questions about life. Like, “Why am I here?” and 

“What is my purpose?” and “Where is my hope?”  We need to persevere in 

learning about our faith and modeling that commitment for everyone else 

in our lives. 

 They devoted themselves to … fellowship … 

  Fellowship was more than just coffee hour and pot-luck dinners. 

Fellowship is the Greek word koinónia (κοινωνία) and it literally means the 

sharing of life and is connected to what Luke described in verse 44. 



44All the believers were together and had everything in common.  
45They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need. 

  This suggests that we have to move beyond conversations about “mine” 

and “yours” and begin to understand that all of the blessings that we have 

received are meant to be resources that we can use to care about the people 

around us. This assumes that we see the other people in this congregation 

(and the other people in our lives) as precious to us and we are determined to 

help them become the best that they can be; physically, emotionally and 

spiritually. We need to persevere in caring for each other. 

 They devoted themselves to … the breaking of bread … 

  This would have been the closest thing to a pot-luck dinner that you will 

find in the New Testament BUT this pot-luck was not about the food as much 

as it was about remembering the sacrifice that Jesus made and those words 

that he spoke over the last meal he shared with his disciples. “This is my 

body.” “This is the new covenant in my blood.” As faithful followers of Jesus 

we need to persevere in “the breaking of bread.” We need to continually 

remember what it is that brings us together. We need to acknowledge that 

our connection is deeper than the things you see on the surface. We need to 

remember that we are passionately in love with our God and with all of God’s 

people. 

  And … 
They devoted themselves … to prayer. 

  I believe that this is the hardest of all of the disciplines that were 

mentioned here in Acts chapter 2 AND I’m not completely certain why it is so 

hard for us.  

  I think that some of our struggle has to do with a poor understanding of 

who God is and an insufficient understanding of what our relationship with 

God is supposed to be like. We tell our children that prayer is simply talking 

to God but having a meaningful conversation with God (like having a 



meaningful conversation with anyone) requires that we understand that we 

are connected. 

  I think too many people are just talking to the air and hoping that there 

might be someone listening BUT prayer is meant to be much more intimate 

than that. 

  The other problem that I have observed is that it appears to me that 

many people (in their praying) sound like they are giving instructions to a 

servant rather than sitting in the presence of their heavenly father. Again, I 

believe that prayer has always been meant to be more intimate than that. 

Prayer is an avenue in which we speak to God about the deepest desires of 

our hearts and then we listen and allow God to fill us with his wisdom and 

his peace.  

  The other things that I’ve noticed are that whenever we call people 

together to pray that we get very few people to respond. I can’t help but 

believe that this is a RELATIONAL problem. The few moments that we 

devote to prayer on a Sunday morning are not enough. We need to find other 

ways to gather together to spend time in prayer together and seek the 

wisdom and strength that God provides to his children. We need to 

persevere in prayer. 

  Before we walk away from this conversation we should mention WHAT 

WE might EXPECT to happen because we are committed to seeking God’s 

presence in our lives. 

Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders  
and signs performed by the apostles. Acts 2:43 

  We don’t know for sure what these “signs and wonders” were but I 

believe it’s safe to say that the Christian community was seeing their 

relationship to Jesus (and their service for Jesus) making a difference in the 

world around them. I believe that if we are faithful to our calling and willing 

to persevere in following Jesus then we should begin to see the world 



changing around us as well. In fact, we might use this as a way of measuring 

the change that is taking place in us as individuals and in us as a 

congregation. If our being here isn’t making a difference in the world, then we 

need to reevaluate our relationship to God. This is not magic. This is cause 

and effect.  

46Every day they continued to meet together in the temple courts.  
They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad  

and sincere hearts 

  These people lived the change. 

 And the Lord added to their number daily those  
who were being saved. Acts 2:47 

  So the lesson for today is: 

  If you want to help change the world; if you want to give hope to people 

who are living in despair; if you want to help people who are burdened with 

guilt to find forgiveness; if you want people to learn to be loved and then to 

love with the people around them then you need to begin to live the change. 

  Do you want to help change the world? The change begins with you. 


