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Acts 2:1-4 
 2:1When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place. 
2And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a violent 
wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting. 3Divided tongues, 
as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested on each of them. 4All of 
them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other languages, 
as the Spirit gave them ability. 
 
1 Corinthians 12:1-13 
 12:1Now concerning spiritual gifts, brothers and sisters, I do not want you to 
be uninformed. 2You know that when you were pagans, you were enticed and 
led astray to idols that could not speak. 3Therefore I want you to understand 
that no one speaking by the Spirit of God ever says “Let Jesus be cursed!” and 
no one can say “Jesus is Lord” except by the Holy Spirit. 
 4Now there are varieties of gifts, but the same Spirit; 5and there are 
varieties of services, but the same Lord; 6and there are varieties of activities, 
but it is the same God who activates all of them in everyone. 7To each is given 
the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good. 8To one is given through 
the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to another the utterance of 
knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to another faith by the same Spirit, 
to another gifts of healing by the one Spirit, 10to another the working of 
miracles, to another prophecy, to another the discernment of spirits, to 
another various kinds of tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues. 
11All these are activated by one and the same Spirit, who allots to each one 
individually just as the Spirit chooses. 
 12For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the members 
of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ. 13For in the one 
Spirit we were all baptized into one body—Jews or Greeks, slaves or free—
and we were all made to drink of one Spirit. 
 
  Pentecost is referred to as the birthday of the church because it was on 

this day that the followers of Jesus were touched by the Holy Spirit and 

received power to share the Good News that forgiveness and new life are 

available through trusting in Jesus. 
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  In a real practical way those first believers were transformed and the 

faith went from being a passive acknowledgement of the risen Jesus to an 

active movement that was committed to inviting everyone into a life-

changing relationship with Jesus Christ. Those Holy Spirit empowered 

people moved out of Jerusalem and preceded to help change the world. We 

are here today because of what happened on that first Pentecost. 

  What we are here to celebrate is the reality that this same thing can 

happen in our lives today. You and I can be touched by the Holy Spirit’s 

power and we can begin to be part of a contemporary movement to help Jesus 

change the world. Don’t you want to help change the world? 

  The movement we call Methodism was built on a firm belief that the 

Holy Spirit; God presence in us, can call us, focus us and empower us to reach 

out and help people meet Jesus. What we have learned is that we need the 

Holy Spirit to be present here; we need the Holy Spirit’s power here in order 

for us to live for Jesus every day and for us to become passionate witnesses 

for Jesus in all that we do. 

  BUT we need to remember that the Holy Spirit provides more than 

simply power for the work that God has given us to do. The Holy Spirit 

provides us with the power we need to live a transformed life. 

  If you take even a casual look at what is expected of modern day 

followers of Jesus, you quickly begin to understand that living for Jesus will 

be HARD work. 

•We are being called to live by a fairly rigorous moral standard; a 
standard that isn’t always shared by the people with whom we interact 
every day. God has called us to purity and holiness and we believe that 
what we do with our bodies has an impact on our souls. God has called 
us to be covenant people; people who make and keep promises and who 
are willing to trust and be trusted. 

 
•We are called to a life of sacrifice, which flies in the face of a culture 
that seems (more and more) to encourage people to believe that YOLO 
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which suggests that we should try to get as much pleasure out of life as 
we can. No one has to tell us that pleasure is a powerful motivator BUT 
what we don’t hear is that often times the paths to pleasure can destroy 
us and have an impact on the people around us. Jesus has called us to 
seek the best and to do the best we can to make our lives meaningful; to 
nurture the people who live around us; to help our friends find a 
relationship with the living God that will give them an opportunity to 
help make the world a better place. 
 

  Being a follower of Jesus is not just about a future hope. Being a 

follower of Jesus is about a present confidence that no matter where we go 

and no matter what happens in our lives that our God will love us and 

provide us with the strength we need to face any challenge. 

  This relationship to Jesus is not yours alone. God sent Jesus because he 

loves you more than life itself BUT the life of faith is not lived in isolation. 

We are not meant to be solitary believers. As the Apostle Paul said, 

For just as the body is one and has many members, and all the 
members of the body, though many, are one body, so it is with Christ.  

1 Corinthians 12:12 

  We are all meant to be parts of the body of Christ. We need each other. 

This is what we are talking about when we refer to the church. I don’t believe 

that the church was ever intended to be an institution BUT it was always 

intended to be a series of life changing relationships; a relationship with God 

and many relationships with the other followers of Jesus. 

  You may have heard me say that when I was your age/confirmation age, 

(and I know that was a long time ago) I also went through a confirmation 

program. Our program was a bit different than yours. We were required to 

attend class every Wednesday evening and worship services every Sunday 

morning for two years. We started at the beginning of 6th grade and we didn’t 

finish until the end of 7th grade. 

  At the end of those two years we had to take a test on everything that 

we had learned and we were expected to pass AND I did, but to be honest 



 

�

with you after my two years of committed attendance and study all I really 

knew was that when I stood up on Confirmation Sunday all I had to say was 

“I do,” “I do,” “I do,” “I do” and “I will” AND I would be done. 

  What I didn’t learn in those two years was who Jesus really was.  

  •I didn’t learn to love and be loved. 
  •I didn’t learn the value of prayer and worship and Bible study. 

•I didn’t learn that I had a savior who loved me more than life itself 
and who was present to help me resist the temptation to care only about 
myself. 
•I didn’t learn to be in a relationship with a living Jesus who was going 
to help me be at peace with myself and at peace with God.  
 

  The whole confirmation process was part of my faith journey but it 

wasn’t the conclusion to that journey. I wasn’t done. In fact, I was only 

beginning. I finally made the decision to surrender my life to Jesus when I 

was 19 years old. That moment of surrender transformed my life and is the 

reason I am here today. 

  Now, I’m not trying to suggest that anyone should put off the decision to 

seriously follow Jesus until you are older; I wished that I had made the 

decision sooner, AND I’m not suggesting that making this commitment will 

mean that you will end up doing what I do. The world actually needs more 

committed believers who aren’t pastors. 

  What I am trying to suggest is that confirmation should not be the end 

of your journey. I want you to keep moving forward and I want you to be 

willing to surrender more of your life to Jesus every day until you begin to see 

your life being transformed and you begin to make choices that will allow 

you to serve Jesus in the world. 

 
 
 
 
 

For those being confirmed today this is that 
moment when you embrace the faith for yourself 
and�we will pray that the Holy Spirit will continue 
to be at work in you and you will begin to see 
yourself becoming a new person in Christ. 
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  This is not a conversation that should be reserved for Confirmation 

Sunday. It’s not even a conversation that should be reserved for Pentecost 

Sunday. All of us need to recognize that God has made available to us an 

often untapped source of power that will enable us to live for Jesus and will 

enable us to be an active part of God’s mission in the world. 

  It is not enough for us to think of ourselves as “spiritual people.” Jesus 

came specifically to make our relationship to God, which has had a tendency 

to be vague and undefined, something that has context and meaning and 

substance.  

  We could say (in the most universal sense) that Jesus came to give a 

face to the God of the universe. He came to remind us that God is more than 

just some “will-o-wisp” and that God’s kingdom is more than just clouds and 

smoke and pipe dreams. Jesus is the reality of God’s presence in the world 

and we have been commissioned to extend that presence into every corner of 

our lives. 

  Today we are gathered to celebrate the reality that God didn’t intend 

for us to do this on our own power. Pentecost is that day when the Holy Spirit 

(God’s spiritual presence) came pouring down into the lives of the followers of 

Jesus so that they would have both the passion they needed and the power 

they needed to go out and change the world. 

 •We need that same passion. 
 •We need that same power. 

•We need that same willingness to surrender our lives the living God. 
 
  And then, as an effect of the Holy Spirit’s work in our lives we should 

begin to see ourselves as individual parts of a greater whole; parts that are 

organically linked to each other AND parts that are each enabled to take on a 

particular aspect (or portion) of the ministry that we all do together. 
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  At that first Christian Pentecost the believers were given the ability to 

speak in languages they had never learned in order to tell people from all 

over the known world what Jesus came to do. 

All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak  
in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability. Acts 2:4 

  God was giving them the resources they needed to actually be his 

witnesses. God can do the same thing for us today. 

  As the church began to spread, the believers understood that the Holy 

Spirit was able to provide them with a variety of gifts that they could use to 

help them nurture each other in the faith and to help them reach out to their 

unbelieving neighbors. 

To each is given the manifestation of the Spirit for the common good.  
I Corinthians 12:7 

  In Paul’s letter to the people in Corinth he mentions a number of these 

gifts: 

•The utterance of wisdom •The utterance of knowledge  
•Faith •Healing 

•The working of miracles •Prophecy •The discernment of spirits 
•Various kinds of tongues •The interpretation of tongues• 

  We don’t believe that this was an “all inclusive” list BECAUSE in other 

letters Paul lists additional examples of the kinds of gifts that God provides. I 

believe that what we are supposed to come away with is a confidence that 

God works with us and through us to invite people to meet Jesus, to nurture 

people in the faith, to serve out of sacrificial love and to be part of a 

community that is working to change the world. 

      If you count yourself as a part of God’s family; if you have decided to 

follow Jesus, then you shouldn’t be asking if you should serve. The question 

you should be asking and praying about and trying to discern is how you 

should serve; how can Jesus use you to help change the world AND it’s more 

than just being a nice person. 
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  In order for us to begin to be servants we need to see what we do here (in 

this place) differently.  

  •This needs to stop being just a building and start being people whom  
         we love. 
  •This needs to stop being an institution and start being a movement  
         again. 

•This needs to stop being about me and start being about God and the  
   people that God has placed in our lives. 
•This needs to be about us working together to lift up the name of Jesus  
   AND the Holy Spirit can make that happen IF we are willing to let him 
  work in our lives. 

         When I was young, I had the distinct impression that I had to go to 

Church BUT that what happened when I got there wasn’t really that 

important. For some reason, I thought that “going” was  

somehow supposed to make me “better” BUT I never knew what the “better” 

was supposed to look like. 

 •I went every week to sing in the choir but I should have been going to  
     MEET with Jesus. 
 •I should have been going because I understood that I was on a great  
     spiritual journey. 
 •I should have been going because I wanted to say thank you to God for  
     caring for me. 
 •I should have been going because I loved the Lord my God with all of my  
     heart, soul, mind and strength. 

      Those things didn’t begin to happen until the Holy Spirit helped me to 

understand that I was broken and needed healing and that my new life in 

Christ couldn’t be lived until I allow God (the Holy Spirit) to help me.  

      So, on this Pentecost Sunday, ask the Holy Spirit to help you. Let the 

Holy Spirit transform you. Allow the Holy Spirit to use you to help change 

the world. 


