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1 Corinthians 13:1-13 The Gift of Love 
13:1If I speak in the tongues of mortals and of angels, but do not have love, I 
am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2And if I have prophetic powers, and 
understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to 
remove mountains, but do not have love, I am nothing. 3If I give away all my 
possessions, and if I hand over my body so that I may boast, but do not have 
love, I gain nothing. 
 

4Love is patient; love is kind; love is not envious or boastful or arrogant 5or 
rude. It does not insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; 6it does 
not rejoice in wrongdoing, but rejoices in the truth. 7 It bears all things, 
believes all things, hopes all things, endures all things. 
 

8Love never ends. But as for prophecies, they will come to an end; as for 
tongues, they will cease; as for knowledge, it will come to an end. 9For we 
know only in part, and we prophesy only in part; 10but when the complete 
comes, the partial will come to an end. 11When I was a child, I spoke like a 
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned like a child; when I became an adult, I 
put an end to childish ways. 12For now we see in a mirror, dimly, but then we 
will see face to face. Now I know only in part; then I will know fully, even as I 
have been fully known. 13And now faith, hope, and love abide, these three; 
and the greatest of these is love. 
 
  This may be one of the most familiar passages in the New Testament 

AND mostly because it has been almost a staple at wedding ceremonies for 

decades. I believe that we read these words and understand that this is (in 

some ways) what we are all striving to become. We want to live our lives 

filled with the kind of patience and kindness and hope that is represented 

here. 

  Now, even though the words might be familiar that doesn’t mean that 

we have learned to let these words speak to us. AND, even if we have gotten 

to that place where these words are imprinted on our minds and our hearts 



that doesn’t mean that we have learned to live them. Talking about love and 

living out a life of love are two different things. 

  I personally believe that in order for us to live out the kind of love that 

we celebrate at weddings and the kind of love that we talk about as followers 

of Jesus we will need God’s help. 

  Part of what we need to do as we move forward is to define terms. I 

often have this conversation with couples that have come to talk about 

having a wedding.  

  In English, we have one word for “love” that we use in different ways 

and to varying degrees. And I have said that it is kind of sad that I use the 

same word to say, “I love potato salad” as I do to say, “I love my wife and 

children.” We all know that there should be a significant difference in those 

two statements but the language makes it hard for us to clarify what we are 

saying. 

  In the Greek language of New Testament times there are a number of 

different words that are used to talk about love. The ones that appeared most 

often are the word “phileo” which is defined as “affection” or brotherly love 

and which you hear combined with other words like  

“philarguria” (φιλαργυρία): the love of money AND “philanthrópia” 

(φιλανθρωπία): the love for humanity AND “Philadelphia” (Φιλαδέλφεια): the 

city of brotherly love. 

  The word that Paul used here in 1 Corinthians 13 is a different word; 

“agape” (ἀγάπη) which is the love that God has for his children; it is love 

that gives itself away; it is love that is willing to sacrifice itself for someone 

else. 

  Jesus himself used this Greek word when he said,  

Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life  
for one’s friends. John 15:13 



 Last week we talked about how some of the people in the Corinthian 

congregation were fighting about whose baptism was the most spiritually 

significant. In chapter twelve of that same letter Paul was talking to these 

same people about spiritual gifts. It appears that both of these conversations 

(baptism and spiritual gifts) were really about PRIDE and POWER. The 

Corinthians were fighting about who was the “best” and Paul wanted them to 

understand that they were meant to be part of the same FAMILY, the same 

VINE, the same BODY and that they should be growing together and that 

they should be serving Jesus together. 

  What Paul was saying in the text we read for today is that if any of us 

really wants to be significant; if any of us wants a gift from God that will 

empower us to change the world then we need to seek “agape” (ἀγάπη); love 

that gives itself away. 

  One of the things that we are supposed to understand is that this is a 

description of the kind of love that God has for us. He is always patient with 

us and kind towards us. God is never happy with our bad choices but he 

believes in us and expects the best from us. His love for us never ends.  

  You need to understand (so that you can share this with your friends) 

that God’s love for you is much more than the passive, self-serving kind of 

“love” that we hear talked about every day in our society. God’s love for you is 

sacrificial and all encompassing. He has been at work weaving and shaping 

history in order to invite all of us into a relationship with him that 

transforms our lives and through us transforms the world.  

  As people who have surrendered themselves to Jesus we believe that he 

is helping us every day to become more like him. This means that his love 

should be more apparent in us every day and we should recognize it in the 

way we think, see it in the way we act and hear it in the way we talk.  



  1 Corinthians 13 is not a call to perform. This is not a checklist of things 

that we are supposed to try to emulate. This is what we are supposed to 

observe happening in and through our lives because we have allowed the 

living God to love us and we have allowed the risen Jesus to transform us 

from the inside out. We are supposed to see these words as a description of 

what we are becoming. AND (on the other side) if we are not seeing these 

things alive in our lives, then we understand that we need to trust in Jesus 

even more. 

  In the King James Version of the Bible, the word that was used to 

translate the Greek word “agape” was the word “charity.” In today’s world 

when we hear “charity” we picture ourselves taking stuff to the Salvation 

Army or to Good Will. We tend to think of it as giving away something that 

we no longer have a use for. BUT in the seventeenth century when those 

words were being chosen, the word ‘charity’ actually did a better job of 

capturing the essence of the Greek word “agape.” It was about making a 

sacrifice; about taking something from our lives that was important to us and 

giving it to someone else who needed it. In that time ‘charity’ was a sacrifice 

and this is what our love should be like today. 

  Jesus sacrificed himself for us and continues to love us with that same 

sacrificial love even now and he is calling us all to learn to live out that same 

kind of love. 1 Corinthians 13; it isn’t just for weddings anymore. 

Charity 

Although I speak with tongues of men and of angels 
And though I prophesy and understand all 

Although I have all faith so mountains may be removed 
And though I feed the poor and give up my life 

Chorus: 
If I have not charity, if love does not flow through me 

I am nothing. Jesus reduce me to love 

Love is patient and kind, love is not envious; 



Not proud but gentle and meek, seeks not its own way. 
Love sings when Jesus prevails, believes and endures all things 

Love hopes and bears ev’ry wrong, and love never fails. 

Chorus: 

One season I was a child. I spoke and I thought as a child. 
But when I turned to a man, such ways put aside. 

Though now we see through a glass, then we shall see face to face. 
Though abideth faith and hope, the greatest is love. 

Chorus: 
If I have not charity, if love does not flow through me 

I am nothing. Jesus reduce me to love 
Jesus reduce me to love 

 


