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Acts 18:1-4 Paul in Corinth 
 18:1After this Paul left Athens and went to Corinth. 2There he found a Jew 
named Aquila, a native of Pontus, who had recently come from Italy with his 
wife Priscilla, because Claudius had ordered all Jews to leave Rome. Paul 
went to see them, 3and, because he was of the same trade, he stayed with 
them, and they worked together—by trade they were tentmakers. 4Every 
sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try to convince Jews and 
Greeks. 
 
1 Corinthians 1:10-17 Divisions in the Church 
 10Now I appeal to you, brothers and sisters, by the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, that all of you be in agreement and that there be no divisions among 
you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same purpose. 
11For it has been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there are quarrels 
among you, my brothers and sisters.12What I mean is that each of you says, “I 
belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or “I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong 
to Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were 
you baptized in the name of Paul? 14I thank God that I baptized none of you 
except Crispus and Gaius, 15so that no one can say that you were baptized in 
my name. 16(I did baptize also the household of Stephanas; beyond that, I do 
not know whether I baptized anyone else.) 17For Christ did not send me to 
baptize but to proclaim the gospel, and not with eloquent wisdom, so 
that the cross of Christ might not be emptied of its power. 
 

 These last few weeks we have been spending time in the book of Acts 

which (just so you know) should more accurately be titled, “The Acts of the 

Apostles” because these are snapshots of the work that was being done by the 

first believers in Jesus. Reading these stories should give us a sense of what 

our ministry can be like today. 

  The parallel passages, like this one from Paul’s letter to the church in 

Corinth gives us a feeling for the pragmatic challenges that these newly 

formed congregations were facing both internally and externally. We tend to 
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face similar challenges even today and so we can learn something from 

reading and studying these texts as well. 

  The word apostle means “sent.” We have attached that word to those 

original 12 followers of Jesus and made them (in our minds) a special class of 

Christians but I believe that the word was always meant to be more of a 

description than a title. Jesus specifically sent his disciples into the world 

and we believe that this commissioning was meant not just for them but for 

all of the followers of Jesus; even the followers of Jesus today. So, these words 

apply to us … 

 18All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

Matthew 28:18-19 

… you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and  
Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. Acts 1:8 

  You and I are modern day apostles and telling people about Jesus is our 

job which means that we should continually be reading through texts like 

the ones we’ve chosen for this morning and glean from them things that will 

help us do a better job of pointing people to Jesus. 

  As we think about Acts 18, we recognize again that when Paul came 

into a community like Corinth he had an established process for 

implementing his work. It says, 

 Every sabbath he would argue in the synagogue and would try  
to convince Jews and Greeks. Acts 18:4 

  We need to remember that the Sabbath was “Saturday.” THIS WAS A 

DAY SET ASIDE BY THE JEWS AS “HOLY UNTO THE LORD” AND THEY 

WOULD GATHER TO WORSHIP AND DISCUSS SPIRITUAL THINGS.  

(PARENTHETICALLY … the followers of Jesus began gathering 
to worship on Sunday, the first day of the week because they 

wanted to gather to remember and celebrate the resurrection of 
Jesus. Every week was Easter all over again. This is why the 
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Christian church has gotten into the habit of worshipping on 
Sunday. We are here to remember the resurrection and  

celebrate our victory through Christ.) 

  So, every Saturday Paul would STEP INTO one of THESE RELIGIOUS 

CONVERSATIONS AND try to CONVINCE ANYONE WHO WOULD 

LISTEN (Jew or Greek) to believe (and trust) in Jesus. There doesn’t seem to 

be anything haphazard about Paul’s ministry. He knew what he wanted to 

accomplish and he knew the best place to start. 

  So, as we think about doing ministry together, Paul’s approach might 

suggest to us that we also need to map out a process for what we are going to 

do together. We need to create a plan for what we are trying to accomplish 

and talk about how we might do the best job that we can do reaching new 

people with the message of new life in Christ.  

  THERE should always BE SOMETHING DELIBERATE (intentional) 

ABOUT WHAT WE are doing. WE AREN’T BEING CALLED TO BE 

“ACCIDENTAL” WITNESSES TO JESUS. WE NEED TO HAVE A PLAN. 

  This is why (in our conversation as a Servant Leadership Team) we talk 

about making sure that before we (as a church) sponsor any event that we 

have adequately answered the following three questions: 

 •How will non-members/unchurched be invited to this event or be  
      served by this ministry? 
 •How will they experience radical hospitality? 
 •How will guests and members be personally invited to another activity  
      or given the opportunity to meet the God who was revealed to us in Jesus  
      Christ? 

  AND, as much as it is possible, we want each event to be tied to two 

other events so that we can lead people from one thing to another; helping 

them move forward on their personal journey of faith. We are trying to be 

intentional about making and growing disciples AND we need every group 

and ministry connected to this congregation to begin to ask the same 

questions. 
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  BUT as Robert Burns said, “the best laid plans of mice and men often go 

awry.” There always seem to be “things” that get in the way of every good 

plan. 

  As the 21st century church, the challenge we deal with most often might 

be generally described as a LACK OF FOCUS. This was what was happening 

in the Church in Corinth. Instead of focusing on working together to invite 

people to meet Jesus, they became more concerned with status and power.  

 … each of you says, “I belong to Paul,” or “I belong to Apollos,” or  
“I belong to Cephas,” or “I belong to Christ. 1 Corinthians 1:12 

  It became a series of arguments about whose faith was the most 

“authentic” AND then by extension WHO SHOULD BE IN CHARGE. 

  Every Church that I have ever served has had these same problems. 

There have always been people who have a passion for a particular program 

(and we always want to celebrate passion) but what often happens is that 

people get so invested in their particular “thing” that they become oblivious 

to everything else that might be happening around them.  

  For years there has been an assumption in the modern Church that the 

only thing that happens during any given week is Sunday morning worship 

AND whatever I happen to think is important.  

  The reality is that in Churches like ours we spend a significant amount 

of time just trying to juggle schedules and programs so that we don’t 

constantly run into each other. We are really busy BUT we need to be more 

than just busy. We are trying to get to a place where all of the people with 

passion begin to see themselves as players on the same team and are trying 

to coordinate all of our efforts and cooperate together to make new disciples. 

  The spillover effect of our being too narrowly focused is that too often 

the really important work that we are being called to do lacks the financial, 

physical and emotional SUPPORT that we need to be effective. So, what I 
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hope you are hearing is a call (like the call Paul was making to the people in 

Corinth) to, 

 … be united in the same mind and the same purpose.  
1 Corinthians 1:10 

  BUT I think this conversation needs to be deeper than just talking 

about specific programs.  

  We need to BE the Church. We need to see ourselves (as we talked 

about last week) as being parts of the same FAMILY, the same VINE and the 

same BODY. 

(If you weren’t able to be with us last week then please go to our 
website and either watch the message from last week or  

download the text of that conversation.) 

  WE NEED TO learn to know each other so we talk together about what 

parts of our ministry we have a personal passion for. We need to get to know 

each other so that we can begin to LIKE and RESPECT and even TRUST 

EACH OTHER. When you work together on a team it is extremely helpful 

(just in a pragmatic sense) to understand each other’s strengths and 

weaknesses. We need to be able to see how the other people in our FAMILY of 

faith see themselves called to REPRESENT JESUS IN THE WORLD.  

  We need to be honest with ourselves and with each other. We need to 

begin to allow ourselves to be transparent and vulnerable and available. 

  When we get to that place where we love each other AND trust each 

other with our lives, then we can begin to work together to help change the 

world. DON’T YOU WANT TO HELP CHANGE THE WORLD? 

  Paul said,  

 For Christ did not send me to baptize but to proclaim the gospel …  
1 Corinthians 1:17 

  What he was saying to those particular people (people who were trying 

to use their baptisms as a statement of status) that those kinds of discussions 

are not the point. AND, in that larger context, we need to acknowledge that 
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we are not here to BUILD A MONUMENT TO OURSELVES; this is not 

about creating a mega-church or being able to boast about how many people 

come to sit in these seats on any given Sunday. We are here to advance the 

Kingdom. We are not here to make new members, we are here to help make 

new disciples and help people find a relationship with the living Jesus that 

will change the heart and soul of their lives. 

  Remember, the word ‘church’ (in Greek: ‘ecclesia’) means those 

who are called out of the world to follow and serve Jesus. The organized 

“Church” came together over centuries as a framework that was meant to 

keep all of the BELIEVERS in Jesus focused and moving in the right 

direction. We (the church) were trying to create a framework around our 

passion in order to be faithful and effective. BUT what happened (and tends 

to happen) is that the passion gets replaced by the structure and the building 

becomes more important than the mission. 

  We are not being called to be impressive; we are being called to be 

faithful. Paul said that he came to the people in Corinth to present the good 

news about Jesus, 

 … not with eloquent wisdom, so that the cross of Christ  
might not be emptied of its power.  

1 Corinthians 1:17 

  We are not in the business of trying to impress people with our 

goodness or to trying to put on the best show. We want to gently lead people 

to Jesus and help them experience the POWER OF THE RISEN Christ; the 

power of the empty cross. All the “flash” in the world won’t provide people 

with hope. We need to make sure that when it has all been said and done 

that we have pointed people to forgiveness and new life. 

  This means that EVERYTHING we do as a congregation; every team or 

taskforce or group that meets under our umbrella needs to be thinking about 
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how what they are doing can help us make new disciples or help nurture 

current disciples as they continue to grow in faith. 

  We have to decide that the framework for what we do will never be as 

important as the message and that our little pieces of this ministry will never 

be more important than what we do together. 

  Julie and I live in New Berlin and (for those of us who visit Facebook) 

there was a specific Facebook page that up until this past Wednesday was 

entitled, “Concerned Citizens of New Berlin.” The “Concerned Citizens …” 

page was a place for people in our particular community to share pieces of 

their lives. So, this page tended to be a place where “New Berliners” (past 

and present) could exchange information and raise concerns about what was 

happening in and around their community. 

  In theory this should have been all be a good thing and for the most 

part it was. BUT I have noticed that there were a number of people who 

frequented the “Concerned Citizens …” page who were consistently critical 

about what other people were willing to share. Everything those people 

offered seemed to be either making fun of someone or just generally being 

obnoxious. I kept thinking that those people needed to spend some time 

watching Disney’s “Bambi.”  

  I thought everyone knew that … 

“if you can’t say something nice, don’t say nothin’ at all.” 

  WHAT “CONCERNED CITITZENS …” DIDN’T HAVE WAS A 

GREATER PURPOSE. And because it lacked a well defined purpose, some of 

those people saw their participation as nothing more than an opportunity to 

be critical. They may not have understood but their criticism was an 

anonymous form of psychological and emotional control over other people‘s 

lives. It just wasn’t helpful. 
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  What is interesting to me is that before I was able to finish this 

particular conversation (this past Wednesday), the powers that be changed 

the name of “Concerned Citizens of New Berlin” to “Community Connection 

New Berlin.” I think they understood that there was something wrong with 

what was happening on their Facebook page. 

  What I had been thinking was that all of us who shared “Concerned 

Citizens …” (now “Community Connection …”) needed to understand that this 

electronic gathering was actually an opportunity to help people who are part 

of our community find support and encouragement as they face the 

challenges of their lives. If we could all agree on that one point, then we could 

actually make our little corner of the world a better place to live in. It’s a 

matter of focus. 

  In the church in general and in this congregation in particular, we are 

being challenged to partner with Jesus and with each other to help transform 

the world. AND I believe that it can happen BUT it is ALSO a matter of 

focus. It’s time to play on the team. 


