
Silver and Gold 

April 10, 2016 

By Pastor John Wells 

 
Acts 3:1-10 Peter Heals a Crippled Beggar 
 3:1One day Peter and John were going up to the temple at the hour of 
prayer, at three o’clock in the afternoon. 2And a man lame from birth was 
being carried in. People would lay him daily at the gate of the temple called 
the Beautiful Gate so that he could ask for alms from those entering the 
temple. 3When he saw Peter and John about to go into the temple, he asked 
them for alms. 4Peter looked intently at him, as did John, and said, “Look at 
us.” 5And he fixed his attention on them, expecting to receive something from 
them. 6But Peter said, “I have no silver or gold, but what I have I give you; in 
the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, stand up and walk.” 7And he took him 
by the right hand and raised him up; and immediately his feet and ankles 
were made strong. 8Jumping up, he stood and began to walk, and he entered 
the temple with them, walking and leaping and praising God. 9All the people 
saw him walking and praising God, 10and they recognized him as the one who 
used to sit and ask for alms at the Beautiful Gate of the temple; and they 
were filled with wonder and amazement at what had happened to him. 
 
  When our daughter, Anna, was very small she was diagnosed by our 

family practitioner with juvenile rheumatoid arthritis, which is something 

that no parent ever wants to hear. Like most parents, we did all that we 

could do and being Christian parents, we prayed for her every day. It is hard 

to watch your little girl be in pain. One of our friends recommended that we 

take her to see a specialist he knew (a rheumatologist named Dr. Bonebrake) 

and so we arranged for an appointment. 

  One of the only things that I remember about our meeting with Dr. 

Bonebrake was hearing him say, “If I was your general practitioner and I saw 

the results of the tests that were run I would have told you that your daughter 

has juvenile rheumatoid arthritis but she doesn’t have it now.” 



  Our little girl, who had struggled to crawl, was running down the hallway 

outside of Dr. Bonebrake’s office. I believe that God intervened in the life of 

our little girl. 

  Doing what I do, over the last 40 years I have occasionally witnessed 

things that I cannot explain. I have seen people who trusted in Jesus released 

from their addictions. I have seen people whose lives were headed in the 

wrong direction transformed by the grace of God. I have seen people healed of 

diseases (like our daughter) when no one really understood how or why. 

  So, I have become convinced that our God is able to do amazing things in 

and through the lives of ordinary individuals. I don’t always understand 

HOW or WHY but I do know that our God is an awesome God. 

  Which means that when I come to a passage like this one, I see reflected 

in this story something that I have witnessed in my own life. BUT I 

understand that not everyone reads through texts like this one with that 

same sense of confidence in a God who is able to do miraculous things. 

  As followers of Jesus and servants of the living God we think of the Bible 

as a guidebook for our lives, which means that we are supposed to invest 

ourselves in it and learn from it. BIBLE STUDY IS NOT OPTIONAL and 

you can’t expect to glean everything you need to know about being a follower 

of Jesus from listening to someone like me offer you a fifteen minute 

reflection on a random text once a week. 

  All of us need to invest ourselves in reading and studying the Bible. I 

believe that this is an important part of who we are as God’s children but I 

also believe that we need to understand that this is not always going to be 

EASY work. To be honest about it, there are preachers and lay people alike 

who have a tendency to jump over stories like this one because they don’t 

exactly know how to deal with the implications of what they are reading. For 

years preachers have spun passages like this one into elaborate allegories 



that allow them to talk about things that are not really part of the text. 

Which is why most of us have heard about Noah’s ark and Jesus feeding the 

5000, but we’ve been unaware that Peter was used by God to heal a man who 

had been crippled from birth. 

  We need to recognize that sometimes the conversations we are going to 

have together are difficult and will challenge some of our basic assumptions 

about life. BUT that doesn’t mean we should ignore the call of God to read 

and apply what the Bible says to our lives as modern day followers of Jesus. I 

want you to hear this particular story and realize that it is more than just the 

inspiration for a camp song. This may actually be a call to live out a 

transformed and transformational life. 

  This is a conversation about the SCOPE of our ministry. 

  Last week we talked about Jesus telling his disciples that they needed to 

wait in Jerusalem until they were baptized with the Holy Spirit. He wanted 

them to experience the power of God in their lives and then allow that power 

to flow through them as they went out to be God’s witnesses in the world.  

  We will be revisiting that Pentecost moment on May 15 when we gather 

to remember, celebrate and reflect on how that power might be made real in 

our lives. BUT for today our conversation is about how that “wonder working 

power” can and should be applied in our ministry for Jesus. 

  In the Gospel of Matthew, when Jesus sent his disciples out to preach he 

said to them,  

7As you go, proclaim the good news, “The kingdom of heaven  
has come near.” 8Cure the sick, raise the dead, cleanse the lepers,  

cast out demons. Matthew 10:7-8 

  He was expecting them to be his representatives in the world and was 

apparently also expecting that they would manifest the power of God’s 

kingdom for everyone to see. In addition to that, we have the story we read 

today from the book of Acts in which Peter (a fisherman turned evangelist) 



invited a crippled beggar (in the name of Jesus of Nazareth) to stand up and 

walk. 

  The question we might ask ourselves is, “Does Jesus expect the same from 

his followers today?” and if he does then to ask, “How will this happen?” 

  In the Apostle Paul’s letter to the people in Corinth, he talked about 

spiritual gifts and about how God (through the Holy Spirit) provides gifts to 

all of his people so that they can be his witnesses in the world. Some of the 

gifts that are listed (along with WISDOM and KNOWLEDGE and FAITH) 

are HEALING and the WORKING OF MIRACLES. 

8To one is given through the Spirit the utterance of wisdom, and to 
another the utterance of knowledge according to the same Spirit, 9to 

another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing by the one 
Spirit, 10to another the working of miracles, to another prophecy, to 

another the discernment of spirits, to another various kinds of 
tongues, to another the interpretation of tongues.  

1 Corinthians 12:8-10 

  I don’t think any of us would classify ourselves as miracle workers or faith 

healers because we know that these are all things that are beyond our ability. 

But I believe that we are supposed to understand THAT, just because we 

cannot do these things that it doesn’t mean that God can’t do these things 

through us.  

  This is why we need to continually remind ourselves that our work as 

God’s servants is never limited by our limitations AND any successes we 

might have in ministry all need to be laid at the feet of Jesus. None of this 

should ever be about me (or us). All of this should always be about Jesus. 

  Our ministry is much broader than just attending worship services once a 

week. In fact, our ministry is much broader than simply inviting our friends 

to come. We are ALL BEING sent into the world to represent Jesus and to 

embody the character of God; KNOWING that Jesus is able to do far more 

through us than we will ever be able to do on our own. This means that one of 



the fundamental characteristics of the followers of Jesus needs to be a 

willingness to surrender control of our lives over to him. Through us Jesus 

can do things that we never thought possible. 

  It is time to surrender our lives to him and then go out and serve him in 

the world. 

   As I’ve said, this is a conversation about the scope of our MINISTRY but 

maybe more importantly this is a conversation about the scope of our 

FAITH. 

  We always ask people if they “believe” OR we say about our own faith that 

we are “believers” BUT I think that we have a tendency to define our 

believing in its most “passive” sense. We think that believing is something 

that we do intellectually, BUT rarely understand that believing has always 

been meant to be something we do practically. This practical faith is the 

root of James’ argument when he says in his general letter, “faith without 

works is dead.” 

 For just as the body without the spirit is dead,  
so faith without works is also dead. James 2:26 

  “Believing” can never be something we simply talk about. It should take 

over our entire lives. 

  I’m hoping you remember the story of Thomas. After the resurrection all 

of the other disciples had met with the risen Jesus but for some reason 

Thomas wasn’t there. So, when the disciples told Thomas that Jesus was 

alive he said, 

Unless I see the mark of the nails in his hands, and put my finger in 
the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.  

John 20:25 

  The text says that a week later Thomas was gathered with the rest of the 

disciples and Jesus appeared to them AND Jesus said to Thomas,  

Put your finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand  
and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.  John 20:27 



  When Jesus told Thomas to “believe” he was using the word “pistos” 

(πιστός), which means “faithful;” “fully persuaded.” 

  Like Thomas we need to be “fully persuaded” that Jesus is alive and that 

this same Jesus who healed the sick and raised the dead is able to work 

through us to do amazing things. WE NEED TO BE “BELIEVERS” in the 

power of God. 

  BUT I feel obligated to remind you that there are no magical formulas for 

unleashing this power. We don’t control the Holy Spirit; the Holy Spirit 

controls us. Some people make it sound like we have been given a whole 

series of secret words and incantations that force God to work in the way we 

want it to happen. I believe those people are mistaken. Our relationship to 

God is not magic and any power that is displayed will never belong to us. We 

simply put ourselves into positions and places where we can become 

conduits for God’s power to flow into the lives of other people. 

  Maybe we should begin to call ourselves “TRUSTERS.”  

  •We trust that our God is transforming our lives. 
  •We trust that our God is working through our lives. 
  •We trust that God can use us to make a difference in the world  
        around us. 
  •We trust that God can do through us things we could never do  
        on our own. 

  We are in the business of putting ourselves out in the world as God’s 

hands and feet and voices and we TRUST that God will use us to do amazing 

things. 

  The bottom line is that first we need to CARE (learning to love the Lord 

our God and all of the people who live around us) and God will help us with 

this step because this is part of our personal transformation. This is a 

product of our willingness to surrender to his control.  

  NEXT we need to TRUST in the power of the risen Jesus and believe 

that Jesus CAN work through us even with all of our limitations. 



  THEN we need to be continually aware of OPPORTUNITIES TO say a 

good word for Jesus and to invite people to meet Jesus and to PRAY for other 

people’s healing. We need to embody the living Jesus in everything we do and 

this is all BECAUSE WE BELIEVE IN A GREAT GOD; not a God who is a 

creation of our own need but a God who created us and even now is calling us 

to be his children. 

  We need to be open to the possibility that GOD can and will do 

through our lives things that we might think are impossible because we 

TRUST in a God who is Lord over the impossible.  

  Today should be the beginning of a new life for us because we have 

decided to trust in this God who can use us to do the impossible. 

  Today should be the beginning of a new world because we have decided to 

trust in this God who can use us to do the impossible. 

  Today all of us should go out into our world walking and leaping and 

praising God. 


